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Materials from their times. 


Back in time to personal news about 

the Maher family and for news items 
and events in George's career. For 1925, 
we have documents used mostly with 
original punctuation and spelling. In the 
originals he often used dashes rather 
than periods. 


Time, cast, place references. 

In 1925, George Maher was 60 years old, 

-™ wife Elizabeth (Bessie or Bess) 58; their 
son Philip 31 and his wife Madeleine 22. 
Others: the Mahers' teenaged niece Vio- 
let Wyld (b. 1906) and her brother Merle 
Wyld (b. 1907). Alden Brooks, usually 
mentioned as Father Brooks, was Eliza- 
beth's father. Kenilworth, Ilinois, was 
where George and Bessie lived; Winnet- 
ka, Illinois, where the Wyld children and 
their parents lived. 


George Maher wasn't the only architect to suffer 
from depression. We read this about Charles 
McKim (1847-1909) in Suzannah Lessard’s book 
about her family and her Great-Grandfather 
Stanford White who was McKim's architectural 
partner. 


"his health had been fragile for years, and 
Stanford's death, the trials, and the publicity 
precipitated an irreversible nervous decline. He 
lost his ability to concentrate, became 
melancholy and fearful, and began to take 
extended leaves from the office. As the years 
passed, his distress only worsened. Eventually he 
om) had to have an attendant with him at all times." 


"Des Grands Magasins Bon Marche," the pavilion of the Bon Marche department store 
at the 1925 fair in Paris. Photo, aprobert/paris251. 


Deco moves... into American architecture 

Wide influence was the result of the Exposition Internationale des Arts Decora- 
tifs et Industrials Modernes in Paris in 1925. Borrowings from the fair became 
"America's most readily identifiable decorative vernacular of the 1920s," says 
art historian Alastair Duncan. Among those who popularized the style in Chica- 
go was Philip B. Maher. Initial response varied. Frank Lloyd Wright attended the 
fair and came back outraged by "the most serious and sustained exhibition of 
bad taste the world has ever seen." Source: American Art Deco, Alastair Duncan, 
Thames and Hudson, London, 1986. 


In the sanitarium still 
"1 know nothing really about this nervous 
disorder except that | am a victim." 


Early in 1925, George Maher remained in the Milwaukee Sanitarium (now Milwaukee 
Psychiatric Hospital) in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. He had entered this recovery institu- 
tion in August, the victim of insomnia and depression, conditions recurring since he 
had been a young man. These letters are the ones he wrote his wife Elizabeth at 
home. 


anuary 14 


My dearest Bessie 
It is just 9 a.m. & I have received & read your nice letter of the 13th mail. 


How well you do write my dearest & how full of news & such things of interest one 
likes to know about. 

Well I had a pretty good night & slept until nearly 6 a.m. & of course feel much 
better. All us poor mortals need to make us our selves is good sound sleep. 

If 1 was sure in obtaining such rest would leave here for dear home in a hurry. One 
should of course follow the doctors orders. “Now pardon me a moment when I shall 
read with you our morning lesson.” I prayed with you my dearest. 

Since writing alone I have gone to the Zanders Machine Exercising room where lit- 
tle machines thrum your back & riding horses give you the jolts in saddle & etc. etc. 
This exercise room is to burn up the circulation & put one going after the nights 
sleep. The next step will be to weave or make art objects in the shop or as you know 
since you were there with me. I felt your presence yesterday as I worked on the tray 
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"Elect" refers to 
the North Shore 
trolley line, which 
Elizabeth could 
have taken from 
Milwaukee to 
Kenilworth. 


Mr. Frost was 
A.C. (Albert Carl) 
Frost, projector 
and builder of the 
Chicago & 
Milwaukee 
Electric R.R., 
which became the 
Chicago, North 
Shore and 
Milwaukee. More 
about him 
elsewhere in this 
issue, 


Dr. Rock Sleyster 
was director of 
the sanitarium. 


During 1925, 
there was no 
mention of 
George Maher in 
The Western 
Architect 
magazine. By 
1925 Western 
Architect, an 
advocate for 
progressive 
midwestern 
architects, was 
being published 
in Chicago. 


which I commenced when you were here Wednesday. 

So goes the battle my dearest to regain health & usefulness again. This morning it was quiet cold I under- 
stand below zero. This building is so warm one does not feel the winter at all. Snow has fallen & the land- 
scape looks very beautiful in its winter garb. 

It was so kind in your Father going to the Elect road for you. Next time you come here arrange to leave at 5 
p.m. & figure out just when you will be at Kenilworth. & have your Father or Violet meet you. 

1 am much inclined to try & come home with you the next time you come just to see if I can stand it. We 
will see later. 

Glad Philip has two homes for Mr. Frost. This is the party who laid out the North Shore Electric line & 
whom I figured with & obtained the money to put in the Kenilworth fountains & entrance. Tell Philip to be 
careful with all of his arrangements with him & have all understanding in black & white in contract form. 

Am so glad you enjoyed the animals. They certainly were fun & seemed well cared for. 

Dr. Slyster I understand will take a vacation about first of February. I believe he goes to the West Indies by 
the steamers which leave New York. How fine such an ocean trip would be if one were well & could enjoy the 
new scenes and the change. Well we hope to do this some day my dearest. 

Violet was fine to get you a warm lunch. But my dearest next time you must surely obtain your supper on the 
car. I know it is best for you & your health. With love & kisses Affectionately George. 


Left side of first page: It was so kind in the Judsons (?} to call up. 
Right side of first page: I can not tell you how much I appreciated your coming to see me dearest. 


January 30 
My dearest Bessie 


I am at the Post Office & will write you which here so that you will know that I am still on deck. 

I wrote you a letter this morning but left it in my room. If I do not include all the news in this letter & “re- 
ally they are meager” will mail it to you. 

I happen to be here walking with Mr. Wakefield perhaps you remember him. He certainly is in a poor way 
& can not go any place without an attendant. The day is fair so thought would take advantage of it & will walk 
alone from here. Every thing moves a pace & each day seems somewhat like the last one or “yesterday.” 

If I could get home & perhaps attend to new situations it might be to my advantage. However I know nothing 
really about this nervous disorder except that I am a victim. You are my real doctor & will depend absolutely 
upon your advice. 

I am making the waste basket & together with the leather work will have more to show you soon. The art 
shop is a saving place but I can not under stand how one can exist doing absolutely nothing all day long espe- 
cially in the winter time. 

Mr. Flyn is back here arrived today. He says that he had an interesting time & now that his wife & baby are 
with his Mother in a little place in Indiana. He will feel easier. He states that he called Philip up when in 
Chicago. 

Miss Robinson asked after you & said she wanted to see more of you when here again. 

I notice that the churches at Kenilworth are having a community service. This is fine & Christian like & will 
do much good. Thanks for sending me the notice. Well I must now close as my paper is out. 

With much love & kiss 

Ever yours George 


Left side of first page: I hope to see Philip one of these days. 


February 2 
My dearest Bessie 


I am at the Post Office & will drop you a line to let you know things are progressing. 

The men usually come by here to mail letters & I walk with them so have time to say a few words. 

I just wonder how every thing is at Kenilworth & if you are well & happy. 

We must continually think of the future & how much it has in store for us my dearest. 

I suppose Philip was out to Kenilworth yesterday or you have heard from him. I believe I owe a letter to him 
& will write before long. 

The winter stays open & walking is not interfered with so am taking full advantage of this opportunity. 

Mr. Scholeman is going home tomorrow & feels quite well & happy. He sends his regards to you as he is 
standing near me. He said that I would be the next to go home & I verily believe he is right since I certainly 
will not stay here longer than necessary. 

“The evening whistles are blowing & the days work is done & thus ends every thing here on earth I suppose 
after our activities of this day cease." 
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The Ladies Guild 


was an 
organization of 
the Kenilworth 
Union Church. 
The Mahers were 
members. 


Pardon this illustration but there seems to be quite a number of factories here & I know each whistle & just 
now they are all blowing since it is 5 p.m. 

Well the men are hurrying me so I must close. Please pardon haste but I just wanted to drop my darling a 
few lines tonight. 

With much love & kiss 

As ever yours 

George 


February 4 
My dear Wife 

I just received your fine letter of the 2nd & it breathes of you & of your wonderful spirit. I can not write 
such a fine letter but will always do the very best I can. 

It is splendid that you have such a nice place to go and while doing work can converse with the ladies & 
thus pass the time away profitably. The Guild is a real institution for good. I know that some of these days I 
shall return home again & will be able to enjoy all of the old places together. Of course the nervous trouble 
will have to subside & health again return. 

I was talking with Dr Singer today for quite a long time & he said my trouble was a change of life as I have 
mentioned to you I believe before & that one had to wait until the readjustment had taken place. 

This afternoon several of us patients took a long walk over beyond the golf course "East of here” when you 
come again we will go over to this golf club & see the attractive surroundings. There are many pretty bunga- 
lows & landscape effects. I know you will be interested. I always think if you where ever I see any thing that 
is beautiful or that suggests a picture, my dearest. 

The children around this locality have delightful times sleighing down the hills which as you know are on all 
sides. 

This is fine exercise for the little people & it is interesting to watch them. 

Glad to know that this party who was at the sanatorium recovered. He certainly fought hard & deserved to 
get well. He was young & strong & optimistic. I perhaps will hear from him just as you suggest. The weather 
still remains fine & is wonderful for winter. 

Mr Flyn leaves here Thursday for a month at home but I understand must return for short ? 

With much love & kiss 

Ever yours George 


Left side of first page: Mr. Flyn gave up his apartment & sold his Packard car. His wife is with his Mother in a 
small Indiana town. 

Left side of last page: Glad to know you check for $450.00. This is fine indeed. 

Right side of last page: I am bound to get well dearest for your sweet sake. 


February 12 


Tuesday 
My dearest Bessie 

Another day is before us & we must make of it a beautiful experience. This is the right attitude my dear & 
the only way to live. 

I received your very interesting letter this morning & as I am out taking my walk I decided to stop around at 
the village Post Office & write you here so that you would hear from me earlier than if I wrote from the Sani- 
torium. 

Again I do not mail all of the letters from there since they do not seem just right. 

I am so glad you will be here again as you are all I have in the world & of course prize this greatest of bless- 
ings the love of a devoted wife. 

Oh if I could only come home—just I know it would be hard on you dearest that is I know I am unstable & 
restless at nights. So we must wait until the Doctor gives his o.k., which I sincerely hope will not be long. 

In a certain way I wanted to come to Chicago at the Doctors initiation but perhaps it would not be useful 
since the excitement of the city & the return trip might be depressing. It is so fine you are deciding your inter- 
est & enjoying the various entertainments. You must do this my dear, all you possibly can—since life is made 
up of changes & of new scenes. I enjoy your letters in this respect that they have a variety of daily routines & 
pleasant impressions. 

The Guild is a fine gathering & splendid women doing good & at the same time breaking a monotony of too 
much sameness. Well now I must close to go on my walk & then work in the art shop. 

With care so much love 
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George visited 
the Maher 
offices and 
Philip's home in 
Chicago. 


Jean Francois 
Millet (1814-75) 
was a French 
artist. His 
paintings are 
noted for their 
power and 
simplicity of 
drawing. 


Gross Point is 
now part of 
Wilmette, 
Illinois. 


7 "Baby" is Philip 
and Madeleine's 
first son Philip 
Brooks Maher 


Jr. 


Dr. Charles 
Horswell, shown 
above, was pastor 
of Kenilworth 
Union Church 
from 1896-1917. 
The Horswell 
House (1904) in 
Kenilworth is 
attributed to 
Maher. The 
Horswells hada 
summer place 
near the Maher 
cottage in 


Michigan. 


& kiss ever yours George 


Wednesday {in the same envelope} 
My dearest Bessie 

I just opened the valentines' envelope & there found—"From one who cares" 

Oh do I not know how true this is darling—I know that you are praying for my recovery & I know God in his 
mercy will answer your petition if it is for the best and his well. 

But darling how lovely you looked to me when I first saw you at the Hotel and what a fine time we had to- 
gether & our Philip is he not a splendid young man & the darling baby. 

Yes I had a quiet trip to the great City & enjoyed every bit of it. 

But this is our out standing thing that is in my mind continually & that is that perfectly beautiful water col- 
or of the cosmos over the piano in Philips living room. He now knows how sweet & artistic is your work. I also 
noticed a water color of yours hanging in the second story front office. Do you know I would like to have to 
hang on my bed room wall. It is a soft presentation of the field & stretching toward the old gross point catholic 
church. I always loved this picture. I think it a Master piece so simple & yet so very effective on the order of a 
Millet. 

Well dearest I have told you only a few thoughts that occurred to me. There was so much that I can remem- 
ber of a delightful day. 

So good night now & God be with my darling life. 

Love you 

George 


Left side of first page: I am enclosing ticket I had in my pocket book. 


February 16 
My dearest Bessie 


It is 9:45 p.m. I just returned from the High School where they give a moving picture show every Friday 
evening. 

The picture was very pretty & artistic in every way & so clean & wholesome since it is for the children. It 
represented a poor girl struggling against odds to obtain a college education she was a naturalist & had to ob- 
tain money to pay for her books etc. by collecting butterflies moths insects etc. & so on. This is only part of a 
long story since of course a lover had of necessity to appear & so the plot thickened until a very fine plot de- 
veloped as is the way of many moving pictures stories. 

I liked the moral all the way through & there was nothing offensive. I understand the Womens Club of Wau- 
watosa pays for this entertainment & the charge for admittance is only 15 cents. There are no moving picture 
theaters in Wauwatosa. 

The children of this little place are very well behave & they all appear healthy so I would think this argues 
well for the citizens & the home life. 

I just had to write this letter before I returned for my thoughts are always about home & particularly my own 
Bessie the best & truest girl in all the this wide world. 

Yes we did have a fine time together at Chicago & will 
repeat it again some of these days. 

Your beautiful letter picturing you as I did in the con- 
servatory coming for the flowers & lemon tree all 
brought to my mind the dear little House. Do you re- 
member Dr. Horswell writing a sermon on the "next." 
This was our hour & he got the inspiration in the Con- 
servatory (or side porch). 

Well here I am at the end of my paper & only half of 
my mind expressed. 

I hope my letters are not to often written but this is 
my only means of talking to my dearest 

With love—kiss & good night 

George 


Maher house (Kenilworth, Illinois, 1893) 

conservatory is shown here in a photo taken 

after the Mahers' niece Violet Wyld died and 

ful before it was sold by Violet's brother Merle and 
; his wife Elizabeth. Family photo. 


Left side of first page: The pocm on Lincoln was beauti- 
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The Chicago 
Daily News. 


February 16 
Valentine Eve 


My darling Wife 

I just received your last letter enclosing again your sweat sentiments—to me~& may I send back to you my 
darling wife this same sentiment. "Your Echoes" 

My Valentine "My Wife" 

I pray that 
Thou wilt be 

Not for a day 

but for 
Eternity 

I know dear Bessie that you care for me. I feel it in every fiber of my weak body. I know that I care for you 
in every heart beat I have always loved you more than can be expressed. 

Pardon me dearest for being so sentimental I feel our being parted is so cruel & so hard to bear for both of 
us. When we could make each other so happy. But let us not be discouraged & impatient & thus defeat our ev- 
ery hope—we know that together we shall always be no Heaven would be a place of happiness if we were part- 
ed— 

I hope now my dearest that you will enjoy every opportunity. Every chance to see the fine in life & the beau- 
tiful. Life is many sided so when we can enjoy the spiritual & be able to appreciate all our blessings we 
should take full opportunity—should we not? 

Well I just had to write this letter—I know you will understand. Yes dearest I know your spirit. It is true & it 
is beautiful. 

With all my love & Kiss 

Ever yours 

George 


Right side of first page: Thanks for the Enclosure. 


February 19 
My dearest Bessie 


It is 6 p.m. & the Supper room doors will soon be open & evening is again with us to pass in card playing & 
as best we can. There are many forms of amusements to suit this different people. The real card players in- 
dulge in whist or cribbage. The new beginners play hearts or Casino a few play checkers or chess. It takes 
considerable skill to play some of these games successfully & I can not say that I am very successful at all 
times. 

I have been thinking Bessie about many things since I have been ill that is I have had time to consider the 
work & skill that some people possess. For instance in cooking—what a world of things one most know to be a 
successful cook & Just think how smart yes how efficient you are to be able to cook. I well remember your 
splendid Xmas Dinners how fine they were so well seasoned & tasty was the food & such a variety of assort- 
ments & you could do it with your own hands—and then you can sew & make dresses & fix up hats & oh so 
many many things of an important nature. 

It is all very well for you to say that all women could do the same things. Well how about panting beautiful 
pictures & playing the piano & singing. You could do all of these things & in a fine way. Well dearest if I can 
only get back how much I shall enjoy & appreciate your ability 1 know more of these things now than hereto- 
fore. 

With love & kiss George 


In the same envelope 
My dearest Bessie 

I wrote you a letter last night but did not mail it so will this one also in the same envelope. 

The morning has gone much the same as the other ones—working in the shop—taking walking exercises in 
order to obtain fresh air. This afternoon I will try & go to Milwaukee & walk around a little in order to break 
the monotony. 

What a beautiful place. Fanny (Cramer) must be visiting in St. Petersburg & how fine it would be if we 
could go & join her. How about you going my dearest & spending a month in the Sunny South. I am sure you 
deserve it & would have a beautiful time with the old friend of your youth. 

You could write me letters of your experiences & on your back stop & see Jessie White (think it over). 

The ad in the Daily News showing the Kenilworth Fountain looked very fine & brought many memories back 
to my mind. 

I hope I shall see the old fountain again & when better health to enjoy its cool attractiveness mid Elm trees. 
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Kenilworth certainly is a beautiful suburb & darling so you know we together had much to do in making it as it 
is. I know the Park would never be at the Entrance if we did not work hard for it—well this is past history & 
not the future which is much more importance to both of us. In phoning to you last night you asked if I wanted 
you to come here. Of course I do when ever you can make it conveniently. You are the best judge as to my con- 
dition & can tell me so. I am not always sure of the Doctors opinions although Dr Slyster seems very since & I 
like him. With much love & Kiss 

George 


Left side of first page: I read & profit by your quotations from Scripture. 


February 24 
My dearest Bessie 


I am writing this letter in relays at it were. 

I did not mention the beautiful little lemon flower from our little tree. Oh how it brought memories back to 
my mind. Of Mother & of you—& the scent was lovely. The box was so neatly packed with the clean handker- 
chiefs etc.—& then the delicious nuts so nicely packed in the center all of this spoke of this love that is of you & 
is you my dear—and just to think with this great feeling for each other yet we have to be separated. Well I hope 
it will not last always & that our being together again will be soon— 

So I thank you dearest for your kindness & thoughtfulness in what ever you do for me. 

With kiss 

Yours for ever George 


In the same envelope 
Monday 
My dearest Bessie 

It is a rather dreary day & I have been in the living room & also my bed room most of the day. 

However | shall go for a walk very soon in order to obtain fresh air & enliven our existence by seeing some- 
thing out side of this environment. 

Yesterday I saw Dr. Slyster for an interview & he seems to think that my progress is yet going on toward 
health. At times I feel very strongly this way & if I could only sleep without drugs I should come home in a 
hurry. 

Mrs. Wakefield who is the wife of one of the patients here seems to think both mine & her Husbands health 
is improving very much. "So there it goes." 

I just wish miracles were in ‘order again’ & that we were on board a ship bound for Europe or any where. 
Well it may be or shall who knows. 

The Doctor leaves for his winter vacation Wednesday for this 
week. I know he needs the rest & will have a beautiful time. He 
takes a steamer at New York & goes to the Panama Canal via the 
Gulf of Mexico. I would say very much like our trip excepting that 
we left at New Orleans. 

I wonder how the old Hudson is faring—is their any probability 
of selling her. Even a trade might be advantageous. I see a number 
of new Fords around here enclosed that is they are winter cars. 
Plenty good enough for any one & this years model looks fine for a 
Ford. Some of them are striped & look rather smart in colors. 

I phoned you that Philip sent me their photographs of some of his 
new work. The houses are beautiful. They are artistic to the core— 
so if I get home again "which I intend to" will let the office practi- 
cally alone. I think Philips design for the Glencoe womans club 
perhaps the best of the English designs—since it is solid & very 
dignified. Yet the Tennis club is original & strong in simple lines & longer stone surface. 

Mrs. Dr. Slyster was much taken with the sketches—said she would like a certain gable & entrance feature in- 
corporated in her proposed residence that is to be built this coming spring. 

If it had not been bath day today I would have gone to a movie picture show. If I feel well enough will surely 
go tomorrow. I think it tends to break the monotony & passes the time away. 

I was very glad to talk to you yesterday & hear you say you were in good health & now dearest 

Good by again & with love & kisses 

Yours forever George 


Left side of first page: Have you signed your Income Tax Miss Doyle was preparing and how about personal tax 
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on house—& Regular Taxes 


February 26 
My dearest Bessie 


I received your very welcome letter this morning & since I am out for my morning exercise & at the Post Of- 
fice I will answer her. 

They are house cleaning at the sanitarium & my room is all in disorder or rather the hall is & therefore there 
is no place to write in my room. 

So Violet is now 19 years old. She certainly is getting along when she is no longer the little girl of yesterday 
How fast time does go when we think of the little babies & now young ladies or married women with their 
families. I presume this is the matter with us my dearest. We are simply growing old. 

The weather is cold today & spring feels a long way off. The last few days it has been different & the grass 
seemed a little greener under the warmth of the sun shine & the soft warm south winds. But this is only tem- 
porary & soon will be warmer weather as spring is on the way. 

I just wonder my dear how I am getting along. The doctors say finally that it will only take time for recon- 
struction. My poor old head aches pretty bad. But this is because the blood does not course fast enough 
through the veins. Last night I slept from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. without any medicines. I hope this is an indication 
of returning sleep. 

I had a fine letter from Philip this morning. He seems to be very happy & prosperous so I have no worry in 
this respect. 

Well dearest would it not be a good idea for you & Philip to come up here together very soon. Of course it is 
not absolutely necessary but I would so much like to see my dear family again all together. 

Now with much love & kiss 

Ever yours George 


Left side of first page: Can you play hearts? This seems to be a favorite game here 
Left side of second page: I was at the vaudeville as I wish you rather enjoyed it. 


Undated on a Monday 
My dearest Bessie 


I am at the post office & will drop you a line to let you know how things are here. The snow is now beginning 
to melt & soon in whole house much wet & mud. We have quiet a snow fall here & it looked very beautiful so 
long as it was white & wintry. 

The Robins are beginning to return & they find them here especially on the grounds quite profusely. These 
pretty birds always are the forerunner of spring which will soon to here. 

I can not say that I have not enjoyed the winter. The keen cold weather is very harming however spring will 
be much appreciated. 

I sent the article to you today by express I hope I am not loading you up with much that is useless. About 
how much do they charge for the material etc? Any article you do not want give it to Fan or Madeleine. They 
were all made for you my dearest & you can do with them just as you like. 

It was good news to hear that Philip & you will be here to see me soon some day. | feel better than others so 
please take me as I am a rather dilapidated husband who can not help getting old. So after all this is the main 
trouble & I was too nervous to stand up under the strain of business. Now the Doctors are trying to build me 
up. 

I can not pass this post office without thinking of you so please excuse these scrawls since the Wakefields 
"Mr" is usually with me & I do not want to keep him waiting. 

I am always interested in all that happens at home & you are a splendid letter writer. I must close now & 
hope to see you soon. 

With much love & Kiss 

Ever yours 

George 


PS, Every day is so much like the other that their is little news. Card playing & etc. are the games. I do not 
get the queen of diamonds as formerly. 


March 4 
My dearest Bessie 

It is now 6:45 p.m. & I have just finished Supper together with Mr. Wakefield at this moment the dearest & 
best girl in all of this world is nearing Kenilworth & oh how I long to see her again just for a moment. But now 
since you have been here & cheered me up & brought again the true way to build up strength. I shall do as you 
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have suggested & I know it will help how dearest your advice so fine & as this must be followed not only for 
me but also by you so do not fail to be cheerful & hopeful. Go out to all the entertainments that you can always 
pay much attention to your dresses & do not economize since you must have the use of money the same as I do. 

You are a fine looking woman & appear fine and cultural in right & artistic wear. 

But here goes your old husband again. He does not know near as much as his dear wife does about such mat- 
ters. 

Mr. Wakefield told me tonight that Mrs. Wakefield was so glad to meet you & thought you such a fine lady. 
My own my Dearest & I am justly proud of you. 

We arrive here without any trouble what so ever Mr. Wakefield got some Theater tickets but I do not want to 
go unless you are with me so will wait until you come again. I sincerely hope the trip has benefited you & that 
you had a fine time. One thing is very certain I have found out that you are a good card player better than your 
old husband. I went down to your room & got the night gown the robe & also your slippers. Should I send the 
slippers to you by parcel post? Well dearest I will take this letter immediately to the letter Box as you will get 
it tomorrow. 

& with love & kisses to my dearest Wife Yours forever George 


March 6, Thursday 
My dearest Bessie 

I received your fine letter & was glad to hear from my dear Wife 

I have been lying down in my room after a short trip to Milwaukee where I finally got fitted for my suit & 
clothes. I hope they will wear as good as they look. The color is fine as you know. They will send them to me 
tomorrow. Did you locate the extra pair of trousers since they will come in very handy. I hope the trip here did 
not tire you & am so glad to know that you enjoyed your dear self. The next time you come I hope we will be 
able to go the Theater together. 

Spring certainly seems to be on the way by the fine weather we are having today. Mrs Wakefield comes tomor- 
row as I understand & Mr W is happy to have her here she is a good companion to him. I was thinking of you 
today & how you were getting along with all of your added responsibilities. Please tell Philip to have Miss 
Doyle look over all old receipts in order to let you know just what to expect. The personal tax should come to 
Kenilworth & I have copies of just how much I filled it I think for $750.000. Miss Doyle has the copies. 

Did Philip pay the taxes? I suppose he did. I should like to see Philip as soon as convenient in order to go 
over some of these matters. Now darling be happy for our day is yet to come I know when we may be together 
again & with much love & kisses 

Yours for ever George 


Left side of first page: I hope I can box up with my old clothes to ? buying another. 


From the same envelope, Friday 
My dearest Bessie 

I was glad indeed to hear that you attended the lecture at the Neighbors club. It keeps your mind active so 
often to hear what is taking place around you. I know you enjoyed the lecture on book binding. The tooling is a 
very interesting process & when properly done is indeed beautiful. I never knew much about it until I came 
here & tried to do it. 

There are so many works of art by hand that we know so little about therefore it is splendid that one can go to 
such lectures & be enlightened. We live in a world of work where people are creating with their minds & exe- 
cuting with their hands. Today is a beautiful spring day. I hardly want to go to the work shop But must since I 
want to finish what I have commenced which is a little artistic basket for my darling Wife With Kisses as ever 
your George. 


Left side of first page: so glad to get the postal card from Mrs. ? 


March 9 
My dearest Bessie 

I have just finished my dinner & thought I would write to you at once since I do want you to get a letter from 
me every day. 

I was tempted last evening to phone you but after all it is just as well to write. 

Your fine beautiful Sunday letter with the little sermon was received in due time & I had you all to my self 
in reading it & obtaining this spiritual lesson it contained. 

I try hard to apply these lessons as they should be & I know that just as soon as they seem a real part of me 
then I shall be better & take a larger interest in every thing around me. 

How I wish I could come home to our dear little house & live again. I would not need to go far if this could 
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be accomplished. I think my main interest could be centered in some sort of a shop or place to make things 
with ones hands. : 

You remember Mrs Horswells father did this over on the farm. Your father paints—every one can not do this. 
Every one must have something to do when old to interest his or her self. 

The shop here is fine in this respect. I am finishing up the various things you saw when here also a few oth- 
ers. I have the Book Holder, the waste basket, the basket to hold receptacles for flowers & lastly a little flower 
basket one gets tired of continually weaving so the next article I make must be some sort of carpentry. 

I wrote to Philip to come & see me as soon as convenient. I want to try & make some sort of arrangements for 
my leaving here if it is physically possible. At present I can not do this I know full well. My suit came & it is a 
fine fit & plenty good enough. I shall never again buy other than ready made clothes. 

Well dearest be happy & hopeful. Every thing will be right some of these days & we will be together Lovingly 
with Kiss 

George 


Right side of first page: Mr Wakefield is improving very rapidly 
Left side of last page: Mrs Wakefield is here & works in the shop 
Right side of last page: Both Mr & Mrs Wakefield send their regards 


March 10 
My dearest Bessie 

Just a line to say that I saw Dr Singer this morning & he says I am improving. I sincerely hope he is right & 
that I will succeed in making the grade. There is really nothing I can do to help this situation more than I am 
& it is for your deer sake. 

This fine weather will make us all spruce up & be our selves—it is certainly a beautiful day 

I will write a very short letter today since am out walking with the Wakefields & it is nearly dinner time. 

Be of good cheer my dear Bessie & it may be in gods’ own time we will be together again. 

With love & Kiss 

Yours forever George 


Written on front of envelope by Bessie: Dear Philip—Here is the last letter and it sounds encouraging 


March ii 
My dearest Bessie 

The package containing the trousers came & what a beautiful job you made of the needle darning. I had no 
idea you could do it so well. Here is another demonstration of your ability my dearest. You do so many, many 
things well & I am so fond of you & above all your heart is so much in good deeds & in love for the right & the 
noble. This is a short letter as I want to get it off this morning. 

I think I shall send the articles I have made to you today. They are all Just for you—for my dearest wife—so as 
you look at them remember how many times I thought of you dearest. 

Now in regard to my staying here. How long is it to be. Perhaps Philip can discuss this with me. When Dr 
Slyster returns he may be able to advise 

With kisses & all my love 

George 


March 13, Friday 
My dearest Bessie 

I received your nice letter of Thursday also the day before & was glad to hear from my darling Wife. 

I suppose the Indiana Exhibit was very fine I just wonder where it started & how? I presume at Indianapolis 
or are most of the artists from Richmond. In any account it seems strange that Indiana can muster up its own 
school. I do not remember Bensons water colors particularly, but I know from your description that they must 
be wonderful in color & full of the nature of Indiana. 

I felt this morning like coming straight home after reading your letter. I just get so nervous I do not know 
what to be cooped up here as I am. But what is a poor fellow to do when he can not sleep. Yet nature made 
him to sleep & not to stay awake. I must be a new kind of a mortal. But dearest we must be hopeful & try hard 
to bear up & be together again. I suppose one must just wear this illness down some how. 

This snow storm must be of wide extent judging from the length of its continuance. The trees look beautiful & 
the distant landscape full of purples—happy to know you could make a beautiful picture of it & I always think 
of you when I can see a picture. 

How fine it is to go around as you day & enjoy the various things of interest. How lovely to see the baby & 
Madeleine so do as much of this as you can my dearest. I shall be as happy as possible away from you & home. 
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Sources: The Ar- 
chitect of Desire, 
Suzannah 
Lessard, The 
Dial Press, New 
York, 1996. Be- 
fore Freud, F.G. 
Gosling, Univer- 
sity of Illinois 
Press, Urbana 
and Chicago, 
1987. Maher dis- 
charge report, 
The Milwaukee 
Sanitarium, 


Wauwatosa, Wis- 


consin, Decem- 
ber 14, 1925. 


Also: Book of 
Chicagoans, 
1905. Chicago 
North Shore di- 
rectories. Mil- 
waukee city di- 
rectories. Who's 
Who in Chicago, 
1926. 


I can not yet think of the Sanitarium as "pleasant" 
Please give Madeleine my love the next time you see her & with Ever so much to you & with Kisses 
Ever yours 
George 


Left side of first page: Hope to see Philip soon. Could both of you come? 


March 14 
My dearest Bessie 

It is just 5:25 p.m. I am at the post office & have just 3 minutes to pen this letter. 

Have just returned from Milwaukee with the Wakefields. I really do not know what I shall do when they 
leave. Mr Wakefield had as you know a very severe case of depression which knocked him out entirely of 
course his sickness would naturally get well sooner than mine. I know how I was running down away back 
well any way I must find some one to go with & no doubt will they continually come & go. 

The snow was quiet deep here & still remains on the ground there will be some which later on as spring 
opens up 

I find Milwaukee quite a place & has many good points it certainly is a substantial town with conservative 
people who seem to be pretty well to do. Mrs Wakefield is a great lady to shop & Mr Wakefield has been 
taught to wait around for her to go through her purchases. I bought another print & will try & frame it up with 
the Jesso etc. It is Reims Cathedral & I hope it will be suitable the office. Will send you the articles I have al- 
ready made Monday. "The Venetian scene" framed is a remembrance of our dear old Venice & the Grand Ca- 
nal. Here we were together having such a splendid time. Do you Remember the art exhibition on the Grand 
Canal. How fresh & beautiful the modern looked after seeing so much of the old Masters. Well the Exhibition 
was not far from just where this scene in the picture is that is toward the sight & of course in land. We certain- 
ly had a wonderful time on that trip did we not my darling Wife. 

Well I must close in a hurry if this letter is to reach you tomorrow 

Be happy dear & hopeful & 

with much love & kiss 

Ever yours George 


March 18 
My dear Bessie 

I just had my bath & will drop you a few lines to let you know how every thing is progressing here. Last 
evening we had a St Patricks party & every one played hearts. I did not get as high a score as the evening be- 
fore so it shows there is much Luck in the game. 

They generally give a box of candy to the winner so as to make the game interesting. Ever thing is cards here 
& one becomes so saturated with them that the sight of cards almost makes one sick all over. 

If I ever get out of this sickness & I must get out of it I will not play very much except upon rare occasions. 
I really do feel more capable Bessie than before that is I can write some what better do you not think so? All 
I want is sleep etc. but why worry it will not get us very far & the Lord knows I have worried & worried & 
worried practically about nothing at all. 

The sun is disappearing & slowly & runs down the hills here in ? it looks somewhat as it did in my old New 
Albany days of youth due to the hilly country & consequently the running of water after storms. I wrote to 
Philip yesterday in answer to his nice letter to me. He is certainly a fine boy. I am so proud of him. I know 
that he will be accepted. 

How are you my dearest girl in all the world & if we can be together again as we must how lovely our time 
will be. Hoping that you received the articles o-k & that they please my dearest 

With much love & kisses George 
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Designs of 1925 


For readers joining us with this is- 


amypue, we've been proceeding year by 


year through the designs of George 
Maher and later Maher and his archi- 
tect son Philip. If you are new to the 
Quarterly, you'll see mostly English 
and French-looking buildings and 


some of prairie/arts and crafts style — 
houses, The former are mostly the g ‘ 
work of Philip Maher, the latter d 3 i » 
George's. This is the 11th and last IRS SRR eRe eee i tanta sta vata 
year of the procession, at least for | * 5 
George Maher it is. He would die in By i 4 . ‘ j 
1926. ‘Bip 8 
1S ee & 
From ;, _ 
Geo. W. 
Maher Above, back of tennis and swim club. Middle, front. Below, entrance detail. GWMQ. 
& Son 
® Chicago 
Town and 


Club, 1925 
West Thome 


Arches at tennis and 80 
swim club entrance. : 
See cover for same. 


Acanthus-wrapped tennis rackets as 
symbol for tennis and swim 
cub. 


Begun in 1924, the design for the club 


=~, was by Philip Maher. Upon seeing Ph 
ip's drawing for the building, George 
Maher called it "original & strong in 
simple lines & longer stone surface.” 
Philip either gave or sent the drawing 


Country Ten- 
nis and Swim 


Avenue, Chica- 


il- 


his father, who was then a paticnt in the 
Milwaukee Sanitarium in Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin. Because his depression limit- 
ed his concentration, or because it was so 
obvious to him, George ignored Philip's 


to 
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use of the flattened arch. 
It's above the entrance, 
which features satyrs and 
cranes, over a small side 
entrance, as conclusion to 
interior openings and above 
windows. These show on 
the photos here. Inside, 
where there is limited En- 
glish detail, the club looks 
like a typical George Ma- 
her house. 

Unity in Chicago now 
owns the club. Unity, a re- 
ligious organization, dedi- 
cated the building as their “home on Th- 
ome" in 1989. Before that, it had appar- 
ently been abandoned, and before that 
was an Elks Lodge. One of Unity's rea- 
sons for existing is to make a place of 


@12 


Arched window on second floor of tennis and swim club; shows at right on back of 
exterior. Like a George Maher room with the entire window in one room rather than in 


several as George might have done. GWMQ. 


"light, love and laughter." As the book- 
shop shows, Unity brings together all 
sorts of things, the no longer new age, In- 

dian approaches to the spiritual world 
Nand so forth. Unity owns another Maher 
house, the 1912 Taylor House in Oak 
Park, Illinois. 


Sources: "About Unity," Unity in Chicago web 
site, downloaded November 16, 2000. Letter, 
George W. Maher, February 

24, 1925, 


© Recreation Pavilion, 
Marquette Park, Gary, 


Indiana. 


The Mahers showed the 
pavilion in the 1923 Chi- 
cago Architectural Club 
exhibition, and a photo 
of the building appeared 
in Architectural Forum, 
September 1927. For 
more on the pavilion, see 
"Media" this issue. 


From Philip 
Maher 


@ Albert Carl Frost 
houses. 


In a sanitarium letter of 
January 14, 1925, George 


Maher, writing to his wife Elizabeth, 
said, "Glad Philip has two homes for Mr. 
Frost." Maher concluded, in a thought 
sequence longer than most expressed 
during his many months in the Milwau- 
kee Sanitarium in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, 
"Tell Philip to be careful with all of his 
arrangements with him & have all under- 
standing in black & white in contract 
form.” 


The North Shore Line Libertyville station is at right. The building's no longer there. Photo, Insull 
Chicago Interurbans, 1952. 


Maher's comment on contracts and so 
forth probably showed his concern about 
making absolutely sure that Frost would 
pay for the two houses. 

Frost, an entrepreneur in the volatile 
and usually controversial business of 
transporting people around and about 
Chicago, was born in Germany in 1865. 
By 1876 he was in the United States liv- 
ing in Alpena, Michigan. Frost moved to 
Chicago in the winter of 1892-93. He 
opened an office as A.C. Frost & Co., 
dealer in municipal and corporate bonds, 
an enterprise as risky as transportation. 

The Chicago and Milwaukee Electric 
Rail Road, commonly the North Shore 
Line, became his business in 1898. Frost 
commissioned two stations from Maher 
in 1902, one for Kenilworth and the other 
in Libertyville. In 1903 came another 
commission, this one for a car barn ex- 
pected to cost $40,000. 


George Maher first (so far as we know) 
encountered Albert Frost when the Kenil- 
worth officials and residents objected to 
having Frost's new North Shore railroad 
go through the wealthy little Lake Michi- 
gan village. The disagreement arose from 
worries about aesthetics and lower prop- 
erty values. The resulted was the "Kenil- 
worth Gap" in 1899. Because the Kenil- 
worth Village Board declined to give 
Frost a franchise, commuters had to walk 
a half mile between the trolley tracks in 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly @ January-March 2001 @ 13 


i, 


Though difficult to see here, the North Shore Line car barn was a series of rectangles 


that "many of the villagers thought he 
was going a little too fast and gave him 
a hard time." Philip wrote this some 
80 years after the event, which hap- 
pened when he was only four years 


old. 


In 1904, Frost started Ravinia Park in 
Highland Park for outdoor concerts of 
classical music, sporting contests and 
dining. Then, with a whopping 
$9,715,000 (which would be some 
$126,000,000 today) unaccounted for, 
the Chicago and Milwaukee went into 
receivership December 31, 1907. Bank- 
ruptcy proceedings ensued and 


within rectangles, a favored Maher motif. Photo, Days of the North Shore Line. 


dragged on. Reorganization came in 
1916 under the ownership of Samuel 


Wilmette and Winnetka, or the other way 


around. 


On July 18 and until 6:30 a.m. July 19, 


1899, the board met, with village 
founder Joseph Sears as negotiator, and 
agreed to the franchise and receiving 


$12,000 from the railroad company for a 


fountain and street improvements along 


the right-of-way. Lake Forest to the north 


had gotten $10,000. 


Above, car barn site early in this century. Below, site today. Reference: the surviving low 


It's likely that Maher had much to do 
with the settlement. He says he "figured 
with (Frost) & obtained the money to put 
in the Kenilworth fountains & entrance." 

Philip Maher is vaguer in his 1978 au- 
tobiography. He says, "Still intent on im- 
provement, my father prevailed upon the 
Park Board to build a fountain and some 
stone seats with large urns filled with 
flowers near to the Station." He notes 


Insull, who we've seen described as 


=" pete 


building. North Shore, GWMQ. 


the most powerful man in Chicago. 


Did George Maher complete his three 
commissions for the North Shore Line? 
We visited where the car barn should be 
on Harrison Avenue in Milwaukee. It's 
gone. It shows in the pictures on this 
page. We drove to Libertyville to the 
place of the station there. A Lake County 
public librarian guided us to the location 
of the line, which we likely would have 
missed because the tracks have been 
pulled up. The station's not there. 


By 1925, Frost was married for the sec- 
ond time. His first wife Clara died in 
1920, and he married Olive Van Keuren 
Steene in 1921. A Book of Chicagoans 
listing suggests that he lived on Chicago's 
South Side; he was a member of the 
South Shore Country Club. 


Sources: Autobiography of Philip B. Maher, Kenil- 
worth, Illinois, 1978. Creating Chicago's North 
Shore, Michael Ebner, University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, 1988. Days of the North Shore Line, 
George Campbell, National Bus Trader, Inc., Dela- 
van, Wisconsin, 1985. Letters, George W. Maher, 
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Philip Maher houses. Above, 712 Kent Road. Right, 708 Kent Road. Below, 605 
Earlston. 708 Kent and 605 Earlston both have flattened arches over the entrances. 


GWMQ. 


esas 


1924-25. Joseph Sears and His Kenilworth, Col- 
leen Browne Kilner, Kenilworth Historical Society, 
Kenilworth, Illinois, 1990 (2nd edition). The Elec- 
tric Interurban Railways in America, George Hil- 
ton and John Due, Stanford University Press, Stan- 
ford, California, 1964 (Znd printing). Reference, 
Cook Memorial Public Library, Libertyville, Ili- 
nois. The Book of Chicagoans, 1925. Chicago city 
directories. The Economist, 1902, 1903. Who's 
Who in Chicago, 1926. Another unexplored 
source: Railroad magazine, published 1937-78, 
Frank A. Munsey Co., New York, New York. 


Three houses 

_ Names for the next houses by Philip Ma- 
het ate indefinite. Though they are in pe- 
riod style, the houses show the influence 
of George Maher. 


© Bessie and Margaret Murphy 
House, 708 Kent (originally Virginia) 
Road, Kenilworth, Illinois. 


This house copies George Maher's Lack- 
ner House of 1905 in its verticality and 
window placement. The entrance has a 
segmental arch above. North Shore direc- 
tories list Bessie Murphy as the widow of 
Michael Murphy and Margaret as a sales- 
woman. Just next door to the Murphy 
House is the... 


@ W.W. and Helen Baer House, 712 
Kent Road, Kenilworth. 


This one also imitates the Lackner House 
and is a reworking of the Geo. W. Maher 
& Son speculative house at 138 Abingdon 
(1922). Directories show Baer as a man- 
ager. 


® Nesta Palmer House, 605 Earlston 
Road, Kenilworth. 


A simple house and the least reminiscent 
of George's work. There is a segmental 
arch over the entrance. Mrs. Palmer is 
listed in directories as the widow of Sam- 
uel D. Palmer. 


Details: finding them 


@ William and Helen Coffeen House, 
306 South Garfield Avenue, Hinsdale, II- 
linois, 1900. 


We have more details, but first some de- 
scription of the house. The Coffeen 
House in a western suburb of Chicago is 
a simpler, cleaner, meaning less decorat- 
ed, version of the Farson House {1897} in 
Oak Park. The Coffeen House is smaller, 
and is footprinted nearly square, "near- 
ly" because there is a squared bay win- 
dow on the first floor and protrusions 
elsewhere. The motifs follow the motif- 
rhythm theory Maher articulated later. 
They are the so-called "tray" found in 
many Maher houses, as well as a small 
arrowhead-like triangle which appears 
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Coffeen details. Near 
right, on the front, an 
arched dormer, and 
below that art glass 
with squares, circles 
and the "tray." Far 
right, small windows 
at side of house. 
Below right, arrow- 
triangle banding. 
Down the page, the 
house in The 
Brickbuilder, Septem- 
ber 1903. 


around the exterior 
and in the stained 
glass windows. The 
fussy wood cutouts he 
used for the Farson 
House are around the 
second-floor windows 
above the entrance. 
Another big difference 
is that the Farson 
House is brick and 
the Coffeen House is 
stuccoed. 

William Coffeen was a stockbroker 
with an office at 104 South La Salle Street 
in Chicago, not far from Maher's office 
at where. His primary non-money-mak- 
ing interest seems to have been golf. He 
and his brother-in-law, Robert Childs 
married to Coffeen's sister Mary, were 
among the organizers of the Hinsdale 
Golf Club in 1898; Coffeen was the first 
president. Maher loved golf so the two 
men would have 


and new things. They were 
casting about for what they 
should be. Sterling likes the 
"larger overhangs... typical of Prairie 
Style homes." She finds it easy "to imag- 
ine the entire family in the early 1900s 
sitting on the porch in the evening to 
catch the summer breezes." 

For the Coffeens the entire family was 


In 1904 the Coffeens sold the house. 

Among later owners were Samuel and 
Lillian Dean who bought it in 1923. He 
was the founder and chair of the Dean 
Milk Company, a pioneer in introducing 
the paper milk carton to Chicago. Lillian 
lived there until her death in 1954. 


had fodder for - 
small talk. In 1889 |. ~ 
both had been peste 
charter members “ee 
of The Hinsdale 
Club. 

Mary Sterling, 
chronicler of his- 
toric Hinsdale 
homes, credits the 
Coffeens with 
"courage" in em- 
ploying Maher. 
That's because, 
she says, "the 
Prairie Style was a 


And what of the Coffeens? Searching 
through microfilm of the U.S. Census 
of 1920, we found them living at 235 
South Garfield, a few blocks away 
from their Maher house. In residence 
there were William, Nellie (Helen?) 
and his nephew Kent Childs. Childs 
was the son of Coffeen's sister Mary. 
William's occupation was listed as 
banker, Nellie's as "none," in keeping 
with early 20th century views on 
what being at home meant. Childs 
was a bank officer. They had a Swed- 
ish-born maid, Clara Wilding, 44. 


Bg. TS ety i re ae? : 
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Sources: Herbert Croly of the New Republic, 


new untested fore- 

runner of the movement in architecture 
away from the traditional Victorians." 
Perhaps. But we find Herbert Croly, an 
observer of those times, explaining how 
the newly rich lusted after big houses 


David Levy, Princeton University Press, Princ- 

eton, New Jersey, 1985. Hinsdale, Timothy 
Bakken, Hinsdale Doings, Hinsdale, 1970. Hins- 
dale's Historic Homes and the People Who Lived 
in Them, Volume 1, Mary Sterling, Sterling Books, 
Ltd., 1997, 2nd edition. Our Old House, an Inside 
Look at Hinsdale's Historic Homes, Mary Sterling, 
1992. U.S. Census, Township of Downers Grove, 
Du Page County, 1920. 


William and Helen who was 14 years 
younger. They had no children. It seems 
they were much involved, though, with 
his sister's children. 
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Maher clients & their 
complex relations 


- 


Clients: Patten, Peabody 
A George Maher client and patron, the 
powerful James A. Patten, is obviously 
an important part of Samuel Insull's sto- 
ry because there he is, one of the chosen 
few pic- 
tured in 
Forest 
Mc- 
Donald's 
biogra- 
phy of 
the still 
contro- 
versial 
Insull. 
The 
caption 
under 
Patten's 
photo, shown just below, reads: "James 
A. Patten, a celebrated grain speculator, 
member of the board of Peoples Gas, and 
_~», another of Insull's trusted friends and 
advisers.” 

Patten has been encountered any num- 
ber of times in this quarterly, first as cli- 
ent for the astonishing house Maher de- 
signed for him in Evanston, Illinois, and 
later as a member of the board for North- 
western University in Evanston. 

I seem to recall receiving letters about 
Insull or his similar from readers. He 
wasn't a Maher client. What's invoking 
him is his connection with Albert Carl 
Frost who was a client for George and 
Philip Maher. 

In Insull's biography, we find Patten 
first as a new director for the Peoples 
Gas Light and Coke Company of Chica- 
go, for which Insull became the chair- 
man in 1918. Insull appointed Patten, 
one of "his most trusted business 
friends," to the board. Insull needed to 
insure control of the board. 

Next Patten's mentioned as one of a 
few Insull adviser friends surviving after 
World War I. These friends, writes Mc- 
Donald, "appreciated the creative value 
of Insull's daring and radical ventures." 
Plus, "each was conservative enough to 
sense when he was going too far or too 
fast." 

Among those friends who had died was 
Francis Stuyvesant Peabody (1859- 


James Patten, Maher client. 
Photo, Chicago Tribune. 


1922}, described as "Insull's coal man." 
He had been Maher's patron in 1913 and 
after as developer of the Peabody Coal 
Company town called Kincaid in central 
Illinois. Maher designed the worker 
houses and community buildings. 
Among the partners in Kincaid was the 
Middle West Utilities Company, which 
owned the power plant there. Samuel In- 
sull was the utility's president. 


Company from him." He describes Pea- 
body as "my chief adviser in connection 
with all matters that came up as to 
coal." Insull remembers Peabody and 
some others as the people who brought 
him into Democratic party politics. 
There is no direct mention of Kincaid. 
Workers are not much in Insull's mem- 
oirs except as costs. Patten appears only 
once, as a director for Chicago Edison 
Company. 


Sources: Creating Chicago's 
North Shore, Michael Ebner, 
University of Chicago Press, Chi- 
cago, 1988. Days of the North 
Shore Line, George Campbell, 
National Bus Trader, Inc., Dela- 
van, Wisconsin, 1985. The Elec- 
tric Interurban Railways in 
America, George Hilton and 
John Due, Stanford University 
Press, Stanford, California, 1964 
(2nd printing}. Insull, Forrest 
McDonald, University of Chicago 
Press, Chicago, 1962. The Insull 
Chicago Interurbans, Gordon 
Lloyd, Morning Sun Books, Edi- 
son, New Jersey, 1996. "Kincaid, 
the Coalectric City," Edward S. 
Judd, compiler (editor), Kincaid 
Land Association, Kincaid and 
Chicago, undated {c. 1913). The 
Memoirs of Samuel Insull, Larry 
Plachno, editor, Transportation 
Trails, Polo, Illinois, 1992. "Pat- 
tens’ Death Closes Epic of the 


We last find Patten in the biography af- 
ter his death in 1928. Patten died at 
home in the house George Maher made 
for him and his wife Amanda in 1901. A 
picture of the house, a granite palace 
seemingly enshrining Maher's motif- 
rhythm theory forever, was shown with 
the obituary in the Chicago Tribune. 
With Patten's death and that of a few 
others, Insull lost the last of his "no- 
men," those who could "restrain him by 
merely saying nay." 

From that point, and with the ascen- 
dancy of Samuel Insull Jr., Insull got 
more and more of America's and the 
world's power and ultimately over- 
reached, and all collapsed in 1932. 


Insull's memoirs, unpublished until 
1992, position these people in a cozier 
way, as could be expected. We find both 
Patten and Peabody, the latter being 
more prominent here. In the memoirs 
Samuel Insull sounds benign and gener- 


ous and quite bland about Patten and Pe- 


abody. He recalls not joining Peabody to 
buy more coal mines because he "I was 
buying the coal for the Chicago Edison 


Grain Pits," Chicago Tribune, 
December 9, 1928. 


Client: John Farson 

John Farson, a Maher patron and client 
for the house called "Pleasant Home" 
(1897) in Oak Park, Illinois, was also a 
patron for Mt. Carmel Baptist Church in 
Oak Park. Farson, a wealthy financial 
dealer, contributed $500 for construction 
of Mt. Carmel Baptist, an African-Amer- 
ican congregation, in 1905. The building 
became "the spiritual and social center 
of the colored population of Oak Park 
and Vicinity," according to a 1912 an- 
nouncement in the Oak Leaves newspa- 
per. It was demolished in the early 
1930s, and its members apparently 
moved out of Oak Park. Recent research 
about Mt. Carmel has done away with a 
local "misperception" that blacks did not 
move into Oak Park until the civil rights 
movement began in the 1960s. 


Source: “New page uncovered in history of Oak 
Park," Heather Vogell, Chicago Tribune, Decem- 
ber 10, 2000. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly © January-March 2001 @ 17 


Places 


Evanston, Illinois 
In a November 30, 2000 issue of the 


Northwestern University 
Observer, we learned 
that Maher's Patten 
Gym- 

nasium nine 
(1908- ee , 
09) was e - 3 
the ae. 
venue Archival 
for the photo, 
first Observer. 
NCAA 

basket- 


ball championship. "The 
gym's showcase event 
came... only months be- 
fore it was razed," noted 
the newspaper, a publica- 
tion of Northwestern's university relations 
department. Otherwise, the article called 
the gym "a hallmark work of architect 
oN George W. Maher." Patten gym's shape 
was based on Maher's favored segmental 
arch. 


Source: "Playing fields reflect evolution of intercol- 
legiate athletics," Observer, Northwestern Universi- 
ty, November 30, 2000. 


Wausau, Wisconsin 

®@ A Victorian Valentine tea in the Wood- 
son House (1913-14) drew 72 persons for 
"specially prepared sweets and savories” 
The event was sponsored by the house's 


Yawkey House, twin arches into daughter's 


bedroom. Display cases have been removed 


and the walls bared for restoration. Maher 
placed the deep arches at either side of an 
existing chimney. GWMQ. 


owner, the Marathon County Historical So- 
ety. 

@ The Marathon County Historical Soci- 
ety's Yawkey House (1900-01, Van Ryn 
and de Gelleke, Milwaukee, architects), re- 
modeled by Maher in 1907, remains closed 
for restoration as a house museum. The 
second floor, long an exhibit area, is back 


Q 
na. 


to bare walls, what there is of moldings, 
and windows painted white. Maher's con- 
tribution to the second floor was a bed- 
room for Leigh, the daughter of Cyrus and 
Alice Yawkey. 


Washington, D.C. 
The exhibit called "Art Nouveau, 1890- 


Patten gymnasium, Northwestern University. Observer, November 30, 2000. 


ad is above. It's a mix of colonial 
and classical styles. Maher's contri- 
bution to the house in Tiskilwa was 
near-symmetry outside and lavish 
woodwork in the entry hall. Info: 
Landmark Realty of Princeton LLC, 
815-875-1221. 


Sources: Reader letter, March 29, 2001. The 
Economist and In- 
land Architect, 1895. 


Wisconsin 
The Stewart 
House (1906) in 
Wausau, shown at 
right, is still for 
sale, An advertis- 


Maher for sale in Illinois, Wisconsin 
Illinois ing agen- 
The cy appar- 
Charles ently 
Stevens wants to 
House re- buy it for 
modeled offices, 
by George cae ; | es a 
Maher in ae es BS Bic oresecays oY ors an 
1895 is for “hath hore SUIS 0 Back Baws: ee: some his- 
sale; the : ee Se A iacaAse torians 
realtor's are wor- 


ried about what the impact would be on 
the house's still intact interior, one of 
Maher's finest in which he mixed tulip 
and segmental arch motifs in furniture, 
art glass, light fixtures, The house is 
priced at $312,000. Sales info: Yvonne 
Prey, Re/Max of Wausau, 800-828-0818, 
sold@yvonne.com. The Re/Max sales 
brochure has 30 color photos and calls 
the Stewart House "the 
most beautiful historic 
home in Marathon 
County." 

They sent me one. 
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C 


1914" at the National Gallery of Art in- 

cluded a piece by Maher. We don't know 

what it was. It isn't in the catalog. The ex- 

Ni dates were October 2000-January 
001. 


Media 


Magazine: 

Old-House Journal 

In the February 2001 issue, in the center- 
fold titled "(1900-1920) Prairie Style," Ma- 
her rates being in the list of architects con- 
tributing to the style. Here it is: 


Architects’ names to watch for (in addi- 
tion to Wright, Perkins, Spencer, and 
Hunt) include Purcell and Elmslie, 
Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Ma- 
honey, George Maher, William Drum- 
mond, and Barry Byrne, among others. 


Source: Unnumbered page in center, James C. Mas- 
sey and Shirley Maxwell, Old-House Journal, Feb- 
ruary 2001. "The Architecture of Glass Block," in 
the same issue, is more interesting. Begins p. 46. 


“NTV: "America's 


Homestyles: The Prairie" 
On this program, shown January 7 on the 
Home and Garden channel, we saw the 
best representation of George Maher I've 
seen on television. There were two differ- 
ent photos of Maher, some discussion of 
his method and a statement that he was an 
important architect. We saw Peg Zak, long 
a knowledgeable volunteer at "Pleasant 
Home" (1897) in Oak Park, Illinois, inside 
Pleasant Home. Peg Zak was the first per- 
son who guided me around Pleasant 
Home. Also shown were Lynn and Marc 
Kaplan, owners of the Edwin and Hertha 
Mosser House (1902), inside and outside 
the house in the Hutchinson Street Histor- 
ic District. The producers took time to 
look at Maher's varied mantles and over- 
mantles with motifs from nature and ge- 
ometry for the Mossers. The program con- 
cept was bigger than most we've seen on 
the Prairie-progressive school in the first 
part of the 20th century. Several architects 
were included, not only Frank Lloyd 

, Wright, and the others were spoken of 
with considerable respect, not simple- 
mindedly as disciples. It was repeated a 
few days later. 


TV: Miss USA 2001 

Even as we write this on Friday night, 
March 2, 2001, we're watching the Miss 
USA beauty pageant on CBS to catch 
glimpses of Maher in Gary. About 20 min- 
utes into the program, we saw, first, Philip 
Maher's City Hall of 1927-29 (designed 
1927, built 1928-29) and, second, George 
Maher's Marquette Park recreation pavil- 
ion of 1925. Filmed (or videoed) in warm- 
er weather, both looked fine. They were 
part of a blitz of views of Gary. An hour 
and 20 minutes in, we saw City Hall again, 
even faster this time, it seemed. 

Earlier in the day, we'd read about Gary 
and the pageant in the New York Times. 
Whose writer John Fountain said: "Gary is 
about to gain the national spotlight with 
what many would consider the unlikeliest 
of 
events: 
the 
Miss 
USA 
beauty 
pag 1 
eant. 
Gary 
bid 
$1.2 
million 
to host 
this 
year's 
show 
and the 
next 
two. 
Gary 
was 
given 
nine 
min- 
utes of 
the pro- 
gram's two hours for image polishing. No 
mention of the Mahers in the NYT story. 
An accompanying photo showed the pag- 
eant site, the Genesis Convention Center, 
with the Lake County Courthouse behind. 
Built in 1928-29, the courthouse imitates 
Philip Maher's City Hall. It was designed 
by J.T. Hutton & Co., Hammond, Indiana. 

In case any of you were watching, I tend- 
ed to vote with Martha Stewart. She pre- 
ferred the more refined women—or “dele- 
gates," as the pageant owners CBS and 
Donald Trump, New York, call them. 

Miss Texas won. 


Rockledge bedroom with clock painted white—see email of December 17. 
The Western Architect, March 1914. 


Mail 


Email 

December 16, 2000. From Seneca, South 
Carolina. “I am a student of architecture, 
and have long admired G.W. Maher's de- 
signs. Fortunately, I just recently found 
your (web) page for the Maher Quarter- 
ly.... 1am particularly interested in study- 
ing the Schultz house, are there any work- 
ing drawings or measured floor plans for 
it?” Spec: Schultz House (1907), Winnetka, 
Illinois 


Email 
December 17, 2000. From a reader. 


“Somewhere sometime I saw a picture of a 
GWM mantle clock. It was white as I re- 
call and I think on a mantle in Rockledge. 
Do you know where I saw that photo or 
am I dreaming? Thanks for any help.” Two 
rooms from "Rockledge," the King House 
(1911-13) at Homer, Minnesota, are shown 
here. 


Email 

December 20, 2000. “When you have com- 
pleted the cycle of Maher's life, ‘Where to 
from there?’" My response: “You asked 
about what after George Maher? I am 
planning to write about Philip for a couple 
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of issues and then move on to other rather 
forgotten architects of the early 20th centu- 
ry. Bentley, Chromaster-Speer-Swarthout, 
Buck, Spencer: people from or with ties to 
Chicago and the larger Chicago area in- 
cluding Milwaukee." 


Email 

January 3, 2001. From a reader in Wausau, 
Wisconsin. “Wanted to say I enjoyed the 
GMQ immensely. I find the letters almost 
hard to read as I feel such compassion for 
the man. How frustrating to be so handi- 
capped inside and looking fine on the out- 
side, but that is mental disease. He had a 
sad, sad life and I am sorry for him. I 
loved your phrase ‘As 1924 entered deep 
autumn! What a beautiful way to put it 
rather than ‘in the fall of 1924/" 


Email 

January 26, 2001. From the student in 
South Carolina. “I have been working on a 
paper about the Prairie School. This Ma- 
her house (the Schultz House) intrigues 
me, as it is a large prairie, English looking 
cottage.” He had asked about I responded, 
mentioning the lath and plaster walls of 
the Orde House (1904) in Glencoe, Illinois. 


Letter 
February 2001. From Roger Taylor in Fres- 
no, California. "Just a brief note to let you 


know that the Fresno Water Tower is not 
yet restored. Cost overruns and lack of 
funds have slowed it up. My guess is that 
it will be completed by June—a year be- 
hind schedule. I will keep you informed of 
the progress." Maher's water tower for 
Fresno dates to 1894. 


Email 

February 13, 2001. From Frank Lipo, di- 
rector of the Historical Society of Oak Park 
and River Forest, Illinois: “I dug into our 
box of the Geo. W. Maher Quarterly, a 
publication put out by Don Aucutt. The 
Jan-March issue of 1998 lists oprf.com, but 
also the following websites...” An inquiry 
about websites mentioning George Maher; 
updated list in this issue’s calendar. 


Email 

February 20, 2001. From E.F. Whitus, Min- 
eola, Texas. “I live in Mineola, TX, about 
80 miles east of Dallas. We are trying to 
get a historical marker for a magnificent 
older building to preserve and honor the 
site. The First National Bank building was 
built in 1912, in the style of Prairie School 
(according to page 113 of Architecture in 
Texas 1895-1945). I think that a Dallas ar- 
chitect might have designed the building 
after the style of the Maher/Sullivan/ 
Elmslie era. It is a beautiful building wor- 
thy of saving, which is my goal. If you are 


Texas bank with Maherian charac- 
teristics. See email of February 20, 
letter of February 21, 2001. 


interested I can provide photos as an email 
attachment, by fax, or mail. Thanks.” An- 
swer: I was interested. 


Letter 

February 21, 2001. From E.F. Whitus. “En- 
closed please find copies of the Mineola 
First National Bank Building. Hopefully 
you can assist me with the architect, or if 
not, some guidance as to how to determine 
who designed the building. It was built in 
1912. Three stories, including the base- 
ment. According to a Texas writer, Mr. 
Clay, the building is of Prairie School de- 
sign but not sufficiently similar to deter- 
mine the architect. I visited your website 
and thought that you might assist.” Note: 
The photos are shown here; though it's 
Prairie-inspired, the building has un- 
abashed classical detailing, and it doesn't 
look like Maher, even though there is a 
very Maher segmental arch above the en- 
trance and there are complementary flat- 
tened arches over all the windows. If you 
have ideas about this building, you can 
reach Mr. Whitus at 111 West Blair Street, 
Minneola, Texas 75773. 


Letter 

Late February, 2001. From a reader in . 
“Have you come across any information on 
Maher's (?) Lloyd House at 201 South Eu- 
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clid?” Answer: I've seen nothing new to 
connect the Lloyd House to Maher. 


enyietier 

Early March, 2001. From a reader and Ma- 
her homeowner in Tiskilwa, Illinois. “One 
of the Joys of owning a grand Maher house 
is that it is big. This may not sound like 
much of a point till you realize natural gas 
is Now as expensive as a precious metal. 
No I don’t want to complain about the 
G.N.P. of Brazil. I’m sorry I mean my gas 
bill, they are about the same. To get to the 
point, as I was putting on my socks during 
the first blizzard of December, I heard wa- 
ter running under me. As the sofa was dry 
I went to the basement to discover one of 
the boiler plates had cracked and there 
was 2" of water around the boiler. The hot 
water cutoff valve had stuck and the water 
boiled away exposing the plates to exces- 
sive heat. As I priced replacements, I 
weighed different options as the house 
lowered itself to 35 degrees. My family ex- 
pressed a desire for a system that would 
have central air condition (they also had 
guns) so I agreed to forced air. Converting 
the system is a story to itself. But what this 
means to your readers is I now have some 


f y20 steam radiators, some vertical tubes, 


some fins. Free for the taking. I am leaving 
some in the public rooms as they are part 
of the original design. The rest are all orig- 
inal to the 1902 Maher remodeling and 
they are free to a good home. I am 2 hours 
west of Chicago. Just come get them." 


Michael's house is the A.N. Stevens House 
(1842, remodeled by Maher in 1902). His 
address is 140 East Main, Tiskilwa, Illinois 
61368. His phone is 815-646-4531. 


Letter 

March 1, 2001. From our indexer, Carol 
Kelm, Oak Park, Illinois. “I just ran across 
a note I made on 1/30/98 saying that I had 
seen a H.A. MacNeil 1907 bronze sculp- 
ture of a standing man on TV Antiques 
Roadshow (in New Jersey) which was ap- 
praised at $25,000! Maybe you saw that 
same program. Sorry it took me so long to 
pass along this information... In early June 
I am going to Pasadena for an LA architec- 
ture Elderhostel. We will go a couple of 
days early, so I am hoping I can see the 
Blinn House...." Hermon MacNeil was Ma- 
her's brother-in-law. Maher designed the 
Blinn House in 1906. 


Letter 

March 6, 2001. From a reader in Chicago. 
"Glad to hear the news about Popular Ar- 
chitecture. Keep up the good work!” Popu- 
lar Architecture is the name of my newslet- 
ter which will include the Maher Quarter- 
ly and cast wider. 


Email 

March 24, 2001. From a reader in Minne- 
apolis. "I was in Wausau last week... and 
was perplexed that the Hiram Stewart 
house is still for sale after more than a 
year. What is the listing price. And is it 
priced too high for Wausau?" See "Places" 
this issue. 


Email 

March 26, 2001. From the same reader in 
Minneapolis. "Would hate to see the Stew- 
art house turned into offices, however that 
is better than demolition. Perhaps your 
highlighting its plight in the next newslet- 
ter might draw attention to prospective 
buyer... That house would sell for 
$800,000+ in the Twin Cities." 


Deaths 


Younger Hemingway 

John (Bumby as a child, Jack as an adult) 
Hemingway, 77, died in December 2000 in 
New York. He was the son of writer Ernest 
Hemingway and the author's first wife Ha- 
dley Richardson. After her divorce from 
Hemingway, Hadley married Paul Scott 
Mowrer in 1933. Mowrer was European 
correspondent for the Chicago Daily News 


chased a similar plot adjoining ours to 
the south. They also engaged me to de- 
sign a house for year around living and 
I decided that it would best to do like- 
wise, and the two houses were built at 
the same time. We both were also ad- 
mitted to join the Shore Acres Club 
which was at the time the most exclu- 
sive on the Northshore. 


Awaiting other information, I'm dating 
both houses as 1936. I found Lake Bluff 
phone listings for Philip Maher and Paul 
Mowrer for the years after 1936. Phone 
books show both addresses as Sheridan 
Road, a primary thoroughfare from Chica- 
go along the North Shore. A Lake Bluff li- 
brarian explained to me that the addresses 
for houses along Sheridan Road were typi- 
cally just Sheridan Road. In the Chicago 
Social Register of 1941, Philip called his 
house "Harbor Light." The same Lake 
Bluff librarian called local historian Janet 
Nelson, and she said she'd seen a picture 
of a house called "Harbor Light" but had 
failed to find it. We didn't either. 

Philip and Madeleine Maher sent their 
sons Philip and Hilary to the exclusive col- 
lege-preparatory Storm King School in the 
Hudson River Valley. The Mowrers sent 
Jack Hemingway there, too. 

Plush times and influential, celebrated 
friends for the Philip Mahers. 


Personal. met Jack Hemingway twice 
while living in Southern Oregon. He en- 
joyed fishing the North Umpqua River, 
and I, then in my daily journalist days, in- 
terviewed him for the Roseburg News-Re- 
view and Associated Press. He was friend- 
ly and looked a lot like Ernest. 


ARSE oO ER RK tw 


| Sources: Auto- 


” Ptirags Ver. at2 W Monument Bh. biography, 
sdehee UN" Philip D (dadeleine Michelson} A-ReFy.Mich'18 | Philip B. Ma- 
mae i ; P'ttege “Harbor Light" Lake Bloit Hl pee 7 

. on RA Cen BH (Christ Winitred Pera Wyo pee 
falmneren RA Geo E (Ghrist-Winthed Pg Wy : 
Malmng ‘i © Browniiiinn'selqgar NW MeCauklen Pl Hemungyiay, 2 
Ben te oo mente TU act - t. tvs Avewles Mk SS ia aa 
los Baker, 
: : ; Charles Scrib- 
From the Chicago Social Register 1941. ers Sons, 
New York, 


and was about to return to Chicago to be- 
come the paper's editor. The marriage was 
also the second for Mowrer. 

In the mid-1930s, Philip Maher designed 
a house for the Mowrers near his property 
in Lake Forest, as he explains in his autebi- 


ography. 


The Paul Mowrers learning of our ac- 
quisition decided to join us and pur- 


1969, “Jack Hemingway Dies at 77; Embraced Fa- 
ther's Legacy," Douglas Martin, New York Times, 
December 3, 2000. Lake Forest-Lake Bluff Tele- 
phone Directory, 1939. Collections, Lake Bluff and 
Lake Forest, both Illinois, public libraries. 


Last minute 

1. $25,000 grant for Pleasant Home. 

2. $24,700 grant for Kenilworth Club. 

3. Another Gary discovery by Christopher 
Meyer. More next issue. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly @ January-March 2001 @ 21 


Xu 


Deco arrives in 1925 


Art deco, which would be P°™=nantiiten cman: 
big influence on Philip PAR [ > 


Maher, arrived with the 
1925 world's exposition in 
Paris. The fair poster is 
at right, and below is Des 
Galeries Lafayette, one 
of four department stands 
on the grounds. The stun- 
ning displays aroused 
controversy in the United 
States. 


Source: Aprobert/paris251, 
downloaded March 27, 2001. 


<a 


world Wide Web 


¢ archfilms.com Woman's Athletic Club. 
¢ Chicago landmarks. 
* fresno.edu George W. Maher biography. 
¢ George Maher in Gary, Indiana. Steve Spicer 
takes you to the beach, to Chris Meyers' fine site 
"Gary America's Magic Industrial City from 
Sand Hills to Urban Decay," to Maher Quarter- 
ly for subscriptions. 
* oprf.com Pleas- 
ant Home Foun- 
dation, Oak Park, 
Illinois. 
¢ Watkins site. 
Includes three 
views of Maher's 
administration 
building (1911-12), 
Winona, Minneso- 
ta. www.hovco. 
com/wk/ 
¢ Wausau. Wood- 
son House. 
* Winona Nation- 
™, al. Photos and art 


of Maher's bank. 


Use your search engine 
to find more sites men- 
tioning "George W 

Maher." Try Google. Results in seconds. 


Calendar 


D h on Sy Re | S i Ye sie) “as 


Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company mine shaft houses, Ishpeming, Michi- 
gan. From almost anywhere in town, see the pyramidion tops of Ma- 
her's shaft houses (1919) shaped from poured concrete. 


Farson House, “Pleasant Home” (1897-99), 217 Home Avenue, Oak 
Park, Illinois. Tours at 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, Thursday-Sunday. Guided tours. 
$5 for adults, $3 students. Friday free. 


Lightner Museum. Collection includes several windows and onyx fire- 
place surround with glass mosaic from Patten House (1901, demol- 
ished), Evanston, Illinois. King Street, St. Augustine, Florida. 


Marathon County Historical Society, Wausau, Wisconsin. Two works 
by Maher. Yawkey House (1907, Maher remodeling), 403 McIndoe 
Street, closed for interior restoration. Woodson House (1913-14), 410 


MclIndoe Street, library, exhibits. Tuesday-Thursday. Saturday-Sunday. 


Marquette Park, Gary, Indiana. Two Maher buildings, his innovative 
concrete block, open-air bathhouse of 1921, the Miller Beach Recre- 
ation Building (1923). 


Milwaukee Art Museum, 750 North Lincoln Memorial Drive. Flatware 
designed by Maher for the King House (1911-12) called “Rockledge” 
near Winona, Minnesota. 


Nickerson House (1881-83), 40 East Erie Street, Chicago. Hours: 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m., Monday-Saturday. In 1900 Maher remodeled the picture gallery 
into a trophy room. Changes include Tiffany light fixture. 


Swift Hall (1907-09), Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. 
Classroom building. 


University Building (1907), 601 Davis Street, Evanston, Illinois. View 
lobby, second floor. 


Watkins administration building (1911-12), 150 Liberty Street, Winona, 
Minnesota. Weekdays. Stained glass windows. 


Winona County Historical Society museum, 160 Johnson Street. Li- 
brary, Maher drawing in director’s office. 


Winona Savings Bank and Winona National Bank (1913-16), Fourth 
and Main. Bank hours. Tiffany art glass windows. Brochure. 


Send events or exhibitions for this calendar. 
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Sanitarium letters 
Glencoe woman's club 
Gary country club 
Illinois heritage grants 
Maher & Mies 

Twe Winton houses 


Spring into 


Cover art. Top quarters, a 
burly Maher & aspects of 
Winton houses. 

Lower left quarter, Mies's 
Villa Riehl. Lower right, 
Lackner House addition. 


Summer 


April-June 2001 


The 
Mahers, 
Kin & 
Creations 
in 1925 


Materials from their times 
Back in time to personal news about 
the Maher family and for news items 
and events in George's career. For 
1925, we have documents used 
mostly with original punctuation and 
spelling. 


Time, people, place references 
In 1925, George Maher was 60 years 
old, wife Elizabeth (Bessie or Bess) 
58; their son Philip 31 and his wife 
Madeleine 22. Others: the Mahers' 


teenaged niece 

and Violet Wyld 

(b. 1906) and ‘ 
her brother ite yon se’ 
Merle Wyld (b. pe ht 2 
1907). Alden buildings. 
Brooks, usually 

mentioned as 


Father Brooks, was Elizabeth's father. 
George and Bessie lived in 
Kenilworth, Ulinois. 


General side-notes 
1. Western Architect, the most 
prominent advocate for progressive 
architecture, said nothing about 
Maher in 1925. Given that Western 
Architect was published in Chicago, 
and that the architect Lawrence Buck 
(apparently) visited Maher at the 
sanitarium, the omission was likely 
politeness and concern for Maher's 
condition. 


2. The Maher & Son entries in the 
1925 Chicago Architectural Exhibi- 
tion were the Glencoe women's club 
building and the Chicago town and 


tennis club. Both were designed by 
Philip. 


In the sanitarium still 


Maher remained in the Milwaukee Sanitarium (now Milwaukee Psychiatric 
Hospital) in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, for most of the rest of 1925. He had 
entered this recovery institution in August 1924, the victim of insomnia and 
depression, conditions recurring since he had been a young man. These letters 
are the ones he wrote his wife Elizabeth at home. Paragraphing may be 
incorrect; the punctuation and spelling are mostly his. Most of the dates 
shown are envelope postmarks. 


March 22 
My Dearest Bessie 

I received your fine letter & was glad to hear from you & home & also to 
hear from Cheatah the fine old pussy. How I would like to hold him again & 
hear him purr. I will not write much so will let you know what I am doing 
these fine spring days. "For it seems like spring." Today I took the bit in my 
mouth to speak figuratively and went to Milwaukee. It gets so tiresome here 
that I just had to do something different. I went to see the great Sewage 
Disposal Plant this is a great improvement over Chicago Drainage Canal since 
it clarifies the sewage & does not dispose of it in a ditch to bother other 
people down state. I had to go alone since there was no one here interested. I 
try not to write too much so will be brief. In the mornings I work in the shop 
as you know. 

How glad I am that you are pleased with the articles I made especially for 
you. I pictured from your letter exactly where you placed them for I know 
every crook & cranny in our dear little home & often move through the home 
in spirit. There is a man here who was sick a year or so ago & got temporarily 
well. He is just 60 & his ailment is similar to mine so other people get or have 
a break down about 60 years of age. He will have to fight it out just as lam 
doing. 

The Colonial is full & Mrs Thompson thinks there will be no room avail- 
able. However there are many nice homes immediately around that take 
people from here Mrs Wakefield knows of one since she stayed there. Now 
with love and kisses & hoping to you Ever yours George 


April 5 
My Dearest Bessie 

I received your fine optimistic letter & was so glad to hear from my sweet 
girl. 

I was so pleased to know that you had a pleasant time. I am sure I enjoyed 
your visit so very very much. 

Please over look my poor companionship you know this is not natural & not 
exactly my old self since I am sick. 

Every thing is moving along about the same as usual. There are many new 
faces & they come & go. 

I am sitting at Mr Reaves table now since all my old companions are away 
from the old table. He is a pleasant fellow & aside from nervousness is in 
pretty fair health. He certainly has a quick mind & is especially good at cards. 
He will not go out much so I am obliged to walk alone. Perhaps later I may 
succeed in getting him to go out for exercise. 

I was just looking out on the beautiful green growth wondering if 
Kenilworth is as far advanced. Oh how I want to come home again. Do you 
think I can make it? 

If] am as good as here perhaps I could stand it & at least | would have my 
loved ones around me. The nurses do nothing for us since there is nothing to 
do. 

Tam working on the mat & making some progress. The last two mornings I 
have gone to Milwaukee & the parks here & returned in time for one hours 
work in the shop. The weather is so fine I dislike to spend all of my time thus. 
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Alden Brooks was 
born April 3, 
1840. 


The Cheneys 
were Maher 
clients for their 
house in 
Kenilworth in 
1900. 


Robert Van 
Schaak and 
George W. Keehn 
were Maher's 
friends. 

They visited him 
together several 
times. 


Mary was 
Maher's sister. 


The April 9th 
visitor must be 
Lawrence Buck, 
the Chicago 
architect who 
made many 
presentation 
drawings for 
Maher. Buck 
lived in Highland 
Park on Chicago's 
North Shore. 


You gave me a good start my dear & show that you are bright at needle work. 

Mr Flynn is gone for good I believe. Mr Wakefield wrote me a letter. He is fine except a little 
rheumatism in his legs. Well good by my dearest. I will mail this letter right away. I have written 
others but could not mail them. Yours George (with a good kiss) 


April 6 
My Dearest Bessie 

I mailed you a letter this morning . Since then I received your fine letter of Friday & I will write an 
answer now since this is the only way I can talk to My Dearest. 

Yes dearest I am trying every moment to do as you have instructed & if praying & trying to help 
my self can bring back my health I should soon be well. It is comforting to note that the scriptural 
lessons you so kindly send me so well selected refer to health as the important thing & well do I 
know this fact. 

I am over joyed to know that you can pray. Just think of this my dearest—to pray. I do this continu- 
ally but as you know this depression this nervous mentality refuses a feeling of answer, as I know you 
possess it. Oh how little do we poor mortals know of the blessings of sound body & mind since the 
Kingdom of heaven is within & that is the crux of all the bibles teachings & Heaven & Hell also are 
based so far as we know on the experiences of a well & a sick mentally "nervously sick person." 

So my dearest I should do the best I can to follow your advice in reading these foundations & from 
the bottom of my heart to thank God that my dear Wife can obtain help from the bible it shows you 
are well. Just as soon as I feel the thrill of help I will let you know & then Health is returning. 

A Happy Birthday to good Father Brooks—a fine mind is his. Just think of it 85 years old & hale 
& happy. 

lam so glad you do all of the exercises & be sure to keep up your interest. It is a blessing am glad 
that Mrs Chany is so friendly & so nice & Dr Chany is a fine man. 

Fanny is a daring girl to fly in the air but it is getting common in Europe & a regular way of travel. 
I played pitching horse shoes today & did pretty well. My strength is yet with me. With much love & 
kiss George 


Side off first page: so glad to get the two postal cards from Fanny. 
Side of last page: Mrs. Ogden was here with her husband about 3 weeks ago. He was sick. 


April 7 
My Dearest Bessie 

I will drop you a few lines in answer to your sweet letter of today (read today). First let me tell you 
that my good old friends, Mr Van Schaak & Keehn were here today. They took dinner with me. Oh 
how I appreciate their friendship. They are genuine & true blue all the way through & let me say my 
dear wife that if there come a time when you need advice call on them. 

Yes I received your Sunday letter without special stamp so you do not need to put more than the 2 
cents on these letters which I love to receive. [am glad you saw Mary & that she is looking well & is 
happy. 

I have been pretty well considering every thing & will keep up the fight for health. I can talk o.k. 
now & I think ? better. The head aches—sleep must improve which I hope they will some of these 
days. 

Iam so glad you are using studio. It was altered for you my dearest for your beautiful water colors. 

Thanks so much for the fine apples & you are so good to keep me in clean laundry. I can not help 
but think of you dearest & I hope we may be together again soon. 

With loves & Kisses 

George 


Side of last page: The beach mat is finished. 


April 9 
My dearest Bessie 

I have just had my dinner & thought I would drop you a line to let you know the doings here. 
Today is fine & much like the beginning of spring & I was glad to be invited by Mr Buck to go out 
with him in his automobile so together with Mr Reaves & another gentleman (with moustache) Four 
in all with Mr. Buck we rode way out into the country. It is certainly a beautiful farming landscape 
any way one looks with the pretty farm houses & large barns & silo's & the great stretches of land 
already plowed & being fertilized its ready for seed. The roads are all concrete & one gets many 
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Rollin Keyes, a 
longtime 
Kenilworth 
resident, died 
April 3, 1925. 


The next few 
letters are quite 
repetitive. 


Archie is his sister 
Mary's son. 


miles in a short time we went 45 miles from about 10:30 to 1 p.m. & returned in time for dinner. 

Yesterday Mrs McGraw took me out about the same distance so the last two days the time has not 
dragged so badly. I just wish I could go with you on one of these riding excursions, do hope we will 
be able to make it some of these days. 

I do not read much of the papers these days but was told that Mr Keyes has passed away. This 
must have been quite sudden was it not. Just think he was married only a short time ago. I thought at 
the time that he was making a rather late marriage for such an old man. I am working in the shop as 
usual & working on the mats. Have finished the one you started. 

I will lay down now & try & rest up a little. 1 presume that some time after Easter you will come 
as you have stated. I am thinking of you dearest all the time & love you more than I can write. With 
love & Kisses George 


Aprilll 
Darling Wife 

I just received your Easter greetings & oh how I treasure this beautiful card & the remembrances it 
suggests of how wonderful a wife you have been to me. But you must know from all of my letters 
how much I treasure your love my sweet heart and how I miss you in my stay here away from all of 
my sweet past associations with you & of home. Let this Easter be very joyful & full of hope & full 
also of the beauty & sweetness of coming Spring flowers to the coming of a new day. 

I tried to get an appropriate card here at Wauwatosa. But they did not have any that would be of 
the sort of sentiment I wanted to send to my darling wife. 

So I have tried to let you know in this letter my true sentiments of love & of affection I have 
toward my darling wife. 

With kisses & ever yours George 


April 14 
My dear Bessie 

It is nearly 9 p.m. & before retiring I will drop you a line. 

I go to bed or get into it about 10 p.m. as you know. Well every thing goes about the same as usual 
here. I get so very tired of it all since I have been here so much of a home body & loved my own so 
much & my dear wife. 

Today I was invited to take an auto ride with Mr & Mrs Reaves. Mrs Reaves was here over Easter 
I believe you met her did you not? We rode away out west of Milwaukee & finally reached the Lake 
north & west of the City. 

The houses out there are very pretty & quite large & substantial. Milwaukee is a wealthy city & run 
in a very up to date manner it seems to me & the people have all they desire in the way of houses & 
comfort of surroundings. 

Spring is here for certain now & the buds are all bursting open & the grass turning green. Oh how! 
wish I could enjoy it as I used to but I do hope this ? will return as I? better. The world is so full of 
beauty & there is so much to make us happy if only we could reach that level of strength necessary. 

So dearest keep up your enthusiasm for all that is attractive & especially do not trouble about any 
thing. 

With much love & Kisses George 


April 27 
My dearest Bessie 


It seems such a long time since you were here & yet it is only two days. Time certainly does go 
very slowly. 

Every thing & every one seem to go along about as usual. I am eating my meals with Mr Reeve He 
seems to be improving very & I suppose before very long he will go home. He said to day that he 
was about well. Well Mr Reeve is only 50 years of age & in any event did not have much of a break 
down. 

The evenings are taken up with playing cards as you know & now since the weather is fine I walk 
out of doors considerably. 

Mary & Archie surprised me yesterday by coming here. I was certainly glad to see Mary—she 
looks so well & seems in such good spirits. Mary was always of a happy turn of mind & it helps her 
to get along & be healthy. 

I finished my beach mat. The one I was working on when you were here. It looks pretty good & 
think you will like it. 
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I hope all is will in the sweet little house—that you are happy—I just wonder if I could come home one 
night to our home it would seem this we can arrange this next Time you come. I missed you so much & 
think always about my darling wife. With love & Kisses George 


April 29 
My darling Bessie 

I received your fine letter & was glad to hear from you as you know I am ever. 

It brings me closer to home & the little home we love so much. I picture the returning of spring & the 
budding of the flowers & the bulbs. Perhaps I may see this return of spring there again some time in the 
future. We do not know only our Heavenly Father can for see our path through this wonderful world. It is 
8:30 p.m. & I just wanted to have a little visit with my loved one. 

Pardon this pencil I mislaid my pen but am pretty sure of locating it. 

They had a dance in the gymnasium tonight & I danced a little for exercise am now working on the 
beach 
mat you started & making a little progress, always thinking of my dear one. With a good night kiss 

Lovingly George 


April 30 


Wednesday 
My dearest Bessie 

It is after 9 p.m. & I have left the living room for the night & before retiring will drop my dear loving 
wife a line to let you know how I am living here each day. Today was rather rainy & I staid in doors most 
of the time. I took my regular bath at 3:30 & after a little rest took a walk & returned in time for supper. 

I have not left Wauwatosa since you were here since there is not much that particularly interests me 
there. I do hope some of these days to enjoy a moving picture show & be able to go to church. 

How I did love the christian services in the days gone by. Every time I was East or away other places I 
went to the christian services so it seems so utterly queer that this is denied me now just when J need it 
the most. 

But our nerves are strange indeed & so I hope soon to regain my nerves & strength & then all will be as 
of old. 

There was a young lady here yesterday who has recovered completely. She was very sick when I first 
came her but has regained her health & it seemed so fine to see her in possession of her energies & so it 
goes on. Some get well as I have seen my self & as you know. I am glad Philip will be able to come to see 
me it does me good to see my dear family. The best dear ones in all the world. 

The doctors are still telling me that I will regain my health & my dear wife I fight for it continually & 
with you ever in my mind. 

With love & Kiss George 


Thursday (same envelope) 
My dearest Bessie 

I have just returned from the work shop where I finished the beach mat that you started for me when you 
were here. I think the job is pretty well done & I thank you so much for giving me the start & selecting 
the pretty colors. 

Today is rather blustery & rainy at time & I suppose it means we will have to stay in doors. 

1 am still eating with Mr Reeve & he is pretty good company—of late he has not worked in the shop he 
seems tired of the work but I really believe is better than when he came. 

I play with Mr Dewey considerably at cards. He is a very pleasant little fellow & is quite intelligent. 
Did you know that his Mother died about two weeks ago. It was a great surprise since barely two week 
previous she was here in seemingly perfect health to see her son. She was getting ready to go South. 

All of such happenings remind us continually of the uncertainties of this life. No one knows how long 
his time is apportioned by the Great Father above. 

I received your letter of Tuesday—tread it over & over. I wish I could write such a fine letter & so full 
of news & interest. My Wife is certainly able & fine in every way. Much too good for me this I am certain 
of. 

I do not know what to do next at the shop. What do you want my dearest What is of greatest interest & 
use for you & home. 

I wrote a letter last evening & was not going to mail it but will even though it is not up to an optimistic 
spirit. 

With love & Kisses George 
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The North Shore 
Music Festival in 
the Patten 
gymnasium 
(1908-09, 
demolished 1940) 
at Northwestern 
University was an 
annual event in 
Evanston. In 
1925, the 
program starting 
May 25 was 
choral and 
orchestral works, 
with resplendent 
artists, among 
them Percy 
Grainger, Rosa 
Ponselle, Gladys 
Swarthout, 
Lawrence Tibbett. 


Atright: 
Florence 
Macbeth, a now 
obscure 
performer. 
Evanston News- 
Index, May 25, 
1925, 


Atright: Rosa 
Ponselle and 
Lawrence 
Tibbett. 
Evanston News- 
Index, May 26, 
1925. 


Carl Kinsey was 
the music 
festival's business 
manager. 


May 6 
My dearest Bessie 
I am sitting in my room & 
looking at the green of the 
lawns & the leaving trees that 
stretch out before my window 
it is a pretty sight & restful. 
There is always much that : 
one can be thankful for as you | — on i 
| 


= Ready 
for Annual 
MusicFest 


‘The seweriteemth anaual Chics. 
‘igo, North Bhore Music festivey 
opens annight xf the Northwes- 
fern aniversity gymeasions, 

i Per aie Shawne wees ivaagio’ | 
jie ieothe aemier ot the fide at, 


my dear have said so often. 

Mr Balch invited me for an 
automobile ride this afternoon 
& we went a long way out into 
the country it was a beautiful 
ride & the farmers are in good 
shape& much of the growth of 
alfalfa & oats up. Mrs. Balch 
drives her self & always takes 
some one out with her. I 
received your fine letter & it 
was so full of news & interest. 
You certainly are a wonderful 
letter writer I never appreci- 
ated how much you could do 
my dearest until now when 
your talents & ability show 
forth. I wonder if 
the Music Festival 
at the Patten gym 
is on could you 
possibly get one 
of the cata- 
logues? or Books 
of the music. I 
want to see if 
they still have the 
picture of the 
gymnasium & if I 
am yet a member 
If so I wish you 
could write 
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Florence was the 
daughter of his 
sister Mary. 


Ridge Road is a 
main route from 
Chicago to 
Evanston. 


The office building 
was the Maher 
architectural office 
on Erie Street in 
Chicago. 


Joseph Sears was 
the founder of 
Kenilworth. 
Alden Sears 
(1883-1958) was 
his son. 


May 9 
My darling Wife 
It is Saturday & tomorrow is Sunday the day of all the week that I loved so much the day 
when we were together & went to church & wonderful god & had blessed love in our hearts. 
The day when we could pray & feel that our petition was answered & had peace & happi- 
ness in communion with this divine spirit & so this is my prayer my sweet heart that again 
we can have the same happiness together. I know from your letters that you possess this 
wonderful divinity & our strong hard that I may again share it with you as in the past years. 
It is a beautiful day today & this morning I stayed out of doors as much as possible. They have a 
putting green & together with 4 patients we played a little golf which was good exercise. 
I will take a walk this afternoon & get as much of the out doors as possible. I will mail this at the 
post office & hope you will receive it Sunday morning. 
With love & Kisses George 


At sides of first page: I recd a nice letter from Mrs Wakefield. 
And: Also another letter from Florence which I answered 


May 12 
My darling Wife 

I was dearly blessed this morning since I received a fine letter from you also one from 
Philip. Violet also put in a nice little reminder of her Uncle George. 

Your letter was full of news & shows conclusively that you are keeping up with all of the 
interesting Events. I was glad that you visited our old friend Miss West. I did not know her 
mother was blind or that she lived with her. It is too bad that her dear Mother can not see 
the beautiful flowers or her friends. As you are my dear we should be thankful for out bless- 
ings although we are selfish & do not thank our Heavenly Father for all of our benefits etc. 

I did not write yesterday since some how I could not get to it although time is my greatest 
asset. I do get discouraged at times my darling. Philip wrote a very enthusiastic letter. He 
spoke about investing $6,000.00 in a new subdivision west of Ridge Road. I do not know any thing 
about it & hope it is all right. I hardly think he should put so much money in this enterprise just now 
what do you think? Have you had the office building placed in your name. This is our property my 
dear & I really believe you should control it. The weather is beautiful & I enjoyed reading your 
letter describing the ? trip. With much love & Kiss George 


Sides of first page: Phil will be up Saturday & I will be very glad to see him. 
And: I really want Philip to see me very much. 
Side of last page: Two of my under clothes were so badly torn I could not wear them more. 


May 14 
My darling Wife 

I feel that now has arrived the time when a trust fund should be created to furnish care for 
you & for me. I find that in most of the business care of estates of the patients here that is 
the way it is done. I have every confidence in dear Philip yet the responsibility is getting 
heavy & it is far bet for him to be relieved of it except as a trustee or exactly like Mr Sears 
estate. Before Alden Sears can make a move he must obtain the consent & O.K of the bank 
who act as the trustees. 

Philip—you are of course the trustee to the committee of the Bank. I know that some such 
arrangement 
should have been made when I was taken sick & in fact I have written about it now I feel it 
should be done at once. 

The State Bank has such a department & you can go & talk it over with them together 
with Philip. My dearest do go & see them. 

I do not want to appear over anxious in any respect. But it is better to look ahead in such 
matters & I have had considerable experience in providing for the future & know the impor- 
tance of it. I want to talk to Philip about this when he comes. 

My dearest I want you te knew that my thought is for your future & you must have aid to 
him and you should of your own 

With love & Kiss Ever Your George 
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Singleton had 
an office at 77 
West 
Washington 
in Chicago. 
His home 
was in 
Winnetka. 


Oscar 
Haugan was 
vice-chairman 
at the State 
Bank of 
Chicago at 
135 West 
Washington. 
His home 
was in 
Evanston. 


Philip 
designed the 
Glencoe 
woman's club 
in 1924, 


Side of first page: Shelby Singleton is a lawyer you could also consult him if you like. My only thought 
is safety & conservation. 


From same envelope. 
(Second & last letter today) 
My darling Wife 
Since writing to you in regard to forming a Trust Fund in the State Bank I made inquiry from 
Mr Reeve who is well posted. 

He says the expense of a Trust Fund is considerable & also that we would have to make out a com- 
plete "Personal Tax" of all stock values & Real Estate etc. This would make the cost it seems to me 
prohibitive or Just as it would be for our Kenilworth Home if we put full value on every thing. So my 
darling I am wrong & will now drop all business matters since I am in no condition to think correctly. 

Mr Reeve did say that if he had "Power of Attorney" that before investing any more he would get 
disinterested advice & submit cause to the parties interested. Mr Oscar Haugan of the State Bank could 
always advise Phil. I want to ask Philip about this investment of $6,000.00 in Real Estate. Pardon all of 
this my dearest, but I want to 
be careful in ? With love & Kiss George 


Sides of first page: It was beautiful this morning but it is cold & rain just now at 7 p.m. 
And: I have as you know all confidence in Phils judgement but we must be very very very careful. 


May 15 
My darling Wife 

It is Friday & if I mail this letter to you today it will reach you Sunday. 

I am expecting dear Philip here tomorrow & will be more than pleased to see him. I am wondering just 
when he will arrive. 

It is a beautiful spring day & this morning in company with a Dr Arnold we walked first a long way. 
The residents here keep up their lawns in a fine way & plant many flowers & the bushes & shrubbery are 
well cared for & look fine. 

I am still working in the Shop & try to do certain articles like the beads etc. Mr Reeve has stopped 
working & walks around or plays the miniature golf on the grounds. He seems to dislike working in 
doors. I know he must find time a slow process to dispense with when not doing something with his 
hands. Nearly all the patients you are acquainted with are still here. I do not know just how they are 
doing it is hard to tell as you know. It is strange I know so little of nervous diseases or other ailments or 
sicknesses what they choose to call this ailment. But there are many so afflicted. 

They have cut out a new walk back in the woods for patients of the Colonial Hall & I use this consid- 
erably for exercise every afternoon. There are many wild flowers there & it is a lovely spot full of nature 
& quiet. It is just below the Hill near this brook. Mrs Drummer is no longer is the Colonial Hall. It was 
not quiet enough for her I understand. With love & Kisses George 


Sides of first page: You know how I love you darling all of the time. 
And: I recd the handkerchief & socks & tie. Many many thanks. 


May 18 
My darling Wife 

I am at the Post Office & will drop you a few lines. I felt rather bluish today & so am out 
walking & keeping away from my room. The spring weather is here today in all of its beauty & 
its splendidness & if our only felt just right it would be the glorious Heaven that God intended it 
to be. I so much enjoyed your last Sunday letter my darling & your descriptions of what you do 
each day. Just have as much of 
Joy & Heaven as you can and let all that is good enter into you inside & linger there. Prayer 
should constantly be in our heart & this is my constant wish & desire. 

I just had a walk around the loop in the middle of the trees & the wild flowers. I go there for a 
miles walk every afternoon & see the nature & hear the birds. I wish I knew more of birds & their 
habits it must be a very interesting study. Mrs Bolch studies them constantly. Do you know how 
many varieties are around our home at Kenilworth? 

I saw Phils' Woman's Club Building in yesterday (Sunday) Tribune. It is a beautiful piece of 
work & the architecture is just fine & lovely as it could be. There were many people here who 
remarked about it & praised it. All I regret is that my dear Sons name should have been omitted. 
I think he should get the full credit as Philip B Maher architect & this is as it should be because I 
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Above: 
Chicago 
Tribune story 
about the 
Mahers' design 
for Glencoe 
club. 


Arthur Wyld 
was Maher's 
brother-in-law. 
He was 
married to 
Elizabeth 
Maher's sister 
Frances. 


could not have done so creditably a piece of architecture. Well I must now close & with love & Kisses 
to my darling 
Ever yours George 


Side of first page: glad to hear about Mr Little (?) But I am different I suppose in nervous 
disorder But let us hope & pray 


May 20 
My darling Bessie 


I just received your very very beautiful letter of Thursday. I certainly appreciated your wonderful 
sweet & true expressions. My love for you is my God & my soul. I know I am weak in their great 
blessing. Just now But they are dormant & will appear again I hope. I know the spirit of God is within 
you or you could not express your self so beautifully. 

I certainly enjoyed dear Philip's short visit. He is such a dear boy & is trying so hart to meet the 
great problems of life. 

I presume I should not say anything about it my dearest but accidentally Philip said something 
about 

Arthur. Well do not worry—But follow my advice. Do not give a cent of money to any of those who 
have received so much from me in the past. I have done my full duty & we will need all we have for 
our own needs. Do not loan or take any note or promise from them. 

Now | am through with this thought & it is out of my mind. Today is beautiful in every The trees 
the grass the flowers every thing looks so spring like & so restful. I am Just now out for a walk & will 
make it a long one. I go out with a Doctor Arnold who is good company—-Mr Reeve is really much 
better & I think will leave very soon. They all seem to have a different ailment each belonging to his 
or her self 

Well now good by my dearest love. Ever yours George 
With Kiss 


Letters to continue in the next issue... 


Sources: Local newspapers, city directories. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly « April-June 2001 + 9 


©) 


More designs 
of 1925 


From Geo. W. Maher 
& Son 


While George was in The Milwaukee 
Sanitarium in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, 


Philip was busy with the Maher & 
Son architectural office on Erie 
Street in Chicago. Philip kept his 
father informed about his residen- 
tial and commercial work. Be- 
tween March and May, business 
was slow. Philip continued to work 
on the Glencoe Woman's Club 
building begun in 1924. On May 
22 we see that Philip was commis- 
sioned to do six houses ina 
subdivision. 


¢ Glencoe Woman's Library Club, 
Tudor Court, Glencoe, Illinois, not 
built. 


"I think Philips design for the 

Glencoe womans club perhaps the 
best of the English designs—since 
it is solid & very dignified," wrote 


Speer eee sn a A 


icago architectural exhibition, 1925. 


George Maher to his wife Elizabeth 
in late February 1925. Maher was a 
patient at the sanitarium. Elizabeth 
was at their home in Kenilworth, 


The first Maher plan was given the 
club on April 9,1924, Surely this was 
done by Philip, George already being 
distressed and unable to sleep. The 
plan would cost $239,000 to build; 
changes and reductions adjusted the 
cost to $176,000. The building's 


exterior would be covered with 
limestone and plastered and timbered 
on the gables and steep roofed. The 
style fits with the period work the 
Mahers had been doing in the early 
1920s. 


On May 1, the club announced their 
choice of George W. Maher & Son 
for a $200,000 building. They said: 


Glencoe women's club now. GWMQ. 
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"George W. Maher 
was finally given 
the preference, 
being besides doing 
good English 
things, he has 
specialized in club 
houses, has shown 
that he treats 
building ina 
suburb in an 
informal artistic 
manner and also is 
author of the 
Glencoe Plan." 
Maher had com- 
pleted the Glencoe 
community plan in 
1919. The club 
continued: "He is a 
resident of the 
North Shore and 
reputed to give 
careful and per- 
sonal supervision." 
That same day, 
George Maher had 
gone to Tryon, 
North Carolina, to 
rest. Any supervi- 
sion by him would 
have been from 
very far away in 
distance and focus. 


By the time George 
died in 1926, the 
club had raised 
$31,000. 


More than 20 years 
later, the Woman's 
Club finally began 
their new club- 
house, a Georgian- 
style, house-like 
building by Chi- 
cago architect 
Willard Walker, a 
brother-in-law of 
the club president. 
It's still there on 
Tudor Court, a 
block from 
Glencoe's historic 
center. 


Sources: "Glencoe's 
$45,000 Club 
Building," Chicago 


About the Woman's Club, from the 
Chicago Tribune, May 17, 1925 


Here's the text for the unreadable article at right: 


What is expected to be the finest, best equipped and most 
beautiful, though not the largest, clubhouse of its kind in the 
world is planned for Glencoe by the Woman's Library Club, 
the fourth oldest woman's club in the United States. 

It will be the first building to be erected to conform to the 
Glencoe village plan and its Tudor style of architecture will de- 
termine the future development of the municipal group of civic 
and commercial structures. In fact, several buildings now being 
erected harmonize with the architecture of the club building. 


Encircled by Park 
An unusual and interesting development in connection with 
the acquirement of the site for the new club was the purchase 
by the Glencoe park board of property on each side so that the 
clubhouse will be perpetually surrounded by open spaces. 

The club lot, bought in September 1923, is 200 by 246, situ- 
ated about midway between Vernon avenue and the Chicago and 
Northwestern railroad and adjoining on the south the alley par- 
allel to and north of Park avenue. This alley is to be widened 
into a sixty-six foot street to be known as Tudor court. 


Find Women's Clubs Too Small 
The new club, a picture of which is shown in a nearby col- 
umn (see page 9), will be the result of many months of the most 
painstaking study of various clubs, hotels, churches, community 
centers, etc., in many cities by the club women. The principal 
fact that they discovered was that every woman's club visited 
needed more rooms and larger auditoriums. 

With this in mind, George W. Maher & Son, also authors of 
the Glencoe plan, have designed a club for Glencoe which 
seems to have looked far into the future. For instance, the audito- 
rium will not only seat 1,000 but by throwing open other parts 
of the first floor it can accommodate many hundreds more. 

The kitchen, a part of clubs visited found to be usually much 
too small, will be a big affair. 

The second floor will be devoted entirely to six large meeting 
rooms, some of which can be thrown together into even more 
spacious gathering places. 

In the basement will be commodious and attractive quarters 
for the Men's Club of Glencoe; a clubroom, 50x32, with a fire- 
place; a men's smoking room, checkroom, etc. 


Club Organized in 1874 
Glencoe was organized as a village in 1869. Five years later, 
in 1874, the Woman's Library club was organized. Today it 
stands as the fourth oldest woman's club in the United States. It 
began as a reading circle, grew into a circulating library and 
then into a library club. It was chartered in 1893 and affiliated 
with the Federation of Women's Clubs. 
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The drive for subscriptions for the new clubhouse has been deferred for the 
present, there being an active campaign now in progress for a Glencoe school 


auditorium. 


Mrs. William A. Fox is president of the club and Mrs. Sherman M. Booth is 


chairman both of the plan committee and the building committee. 
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Missing, it's been found: the presentation drawing for Gary Country Club, Gary, Indiana. 
Calumet Archives, Indiana University, Gary. 


Tribune, April 17,1938 (provided by 
Robert Sideman, Glencoe). Letter, 
George Maher to Elizabeth Maher, 
envelope postmarked February 24, 
1925. Research, Ron White, 
Winnetka, Illinois. "Seventy-Five 
Years of Glencoe History, 1835 
1944," Glencoe Historical Society. 


Details: 
finding them 


Gary country club 


Inveterate and effective historic 
researcher Christopher Meyers of 
Crown Point, Indiana, has found the 
presentation drawings for George 
Maher's Riverside Park Country Club 
Club House (1921) in Gary, Indiana. 
"I was given a pre-release URL fora 
IU (Indiana University) digita- 
lization project. I found this image on 
the site," Meyers said. The image is 
the drawing, shown above. "Today, I 
was going through several boxes at 
the Calumet Archives and found five 
additional drawings," Meyers said 
June 5. As Meyers! web site about 


Gary architecture attests, he has long 
been searching for these drawings. 


For Gary, Maher reworked the North 
Shore Golf Club Clubhouse (demol- 
ished) he designed in 1917 for Kenil- 


the 
golf 
course 
side. 
Maher mixed Prairie School 
horizontality with Tudor trim—Tudor 
being a precedent for arts and crafts 
architecture. 


Signed by George Maher, the Gary 
presentation drawing is by architect 
Lawrence Buck, frequently employed 
by Maher for such drawings. Buck's 
signature is in the lower righthand 
comer. 


Model for the Gary Country Club: North Shore Country Club, Kenilworth. 
Photo, Joseph Sears and his Kenilworth. 


Located on a golf course in Gleason 
Park (renamed from Riverside Park), 
the club house has been modified 
and continues to be used. 


Sources: "Gary 'America's Magic 


Industrial City' from Sand Hills to 
Urban Decay," Christopher Meyers, 
web site. Christopher Meyers, emails, 
April 5 and June 5, 2001. Joseph 
Sears and his Kenilworth, Colleen 
Browne Kilner, Kenilworth Historical 
Society, Kenilworth, Illinois, 1990 
(2nd edition). Site visit. 
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New listings 


George Maher 
Some of these may have been named 
before and all need more research: 


¢ Murray House, 10352 Longwood 
Avenue, Beverly neighborhood, 
Chicago, 1906. 


* Thomason House, 10432 Longwood 
Avenue, Beverly, Chicago, 1907. 


* House, 6801 South Constance 
Avenue, Chicago, c. 1922. No name 
for an owner here yet. The house is in 
the Jackson Park Highlands District, 
a historic district designated by the 
Commission on Chicago Landmarks. 


Philip Maher 

« House, 6909 South Cregier Avenue, 
Chicago, 1928. Jackson Park High- 
lands District. 


* House, 6801 South Bennett Avenue, 
Chicago, 1931. Jackson Park High- 
lands District. 


Source: "Jackson Park Highlands 
District," preliminary staff summary 
of information, October 1988, 
Commission on Chicago Landmarks. 
Also the commission's web site. 


Comstock & 
Maher's 
Patten House 


The article, titled "Residence of 
James A. Patten, Evanston, Ill.," that 
follows from Architects' and Builders' 
Magazine in 1904 is an early reac- 
tion to George Maher's James and 
Amanda Patten House (1901, demol- 
ished) in Evanston. Two points of 
interest: 


* The article is based on a letter 
Maher sent to the editors. We don't 
know when he sent the letter or where 
it is now, if anywhere. 


¢ In the letter, Maher wrote down his 
motif-rhythm theory. The 


phrase 
"unity of art 
expression" 
says that he 
did. 


"This 

building, Siete 
the mag- i§ the location 
nificence of 
which 
cannot be 
denied, is 
not strictly 
a country 
house, nor 
is ita 

town house, 
but it 
occupies a 
place, ina 
way, 
between. 
Evanston, 
Ill, is laid 
out more or 
less on the 
park 
principle, 
and is the 
location of 
many 
similar Pe 
residences, | —— 
which are 
in reality 


x 


ig there. 


Sxeusion, th 
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GEO. W. MAITER. Architect, 
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sivenusy, aml, on the whole, good, De- 
tall ornament has largely bees excluded, 
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which is 4 dae piece of mosaic work. 
Phe root is of Celsdon cloand shingle 
ule, and offers a contrasting bit of coler. 


The difference 
iS seen, bar is 


interior a rather in- 
nei of deunsal 


raresting and nu 


STABLEZE. 


RESIDEMOS OF $a0HS A, FATTEN, EEG. 


flea, W. Raker, architect, 


town houses 
situated in 
the country. The difference is felt 
often more than it is seen, but in this 
case it is evident, as even a hasty 
glance at the illustration will con- 
vince one. The country home aspect 
is wanting, the place of luxurious 
entertainment is there. 


"The exterior is impressive in its 


massiveness, and, on the whole, good. 


Detail ornament has largely been 
excluded, with the exception of the 
main entrance, which is a fine piece 
of mosaic work. The roof is of 
Celadon closed shingle tile, and 
offers a contrasting bit of color. The 
grounds are of ample size, and are 
surrounded with a high ornamented 
iron fence, with stone base and gate- 
posts. The stable, well to the rear of 
the house, is a low structure, and is 


concealed by trees and shrubbery 
around it. 


"Throughout the interior a rather 
interesting and novel motif of decora- 
tion has been followed. The conven- 
tionalized thistle design is carried 
throughout the decoration, in the 
carving, treatment of the walls and 
drapery; however, Mr. Maher, the 
architect, assures us that the variety 
in color differentiates the rooms and 
avoids monotony. By this single 
scheme of ornamentation, the archi- 
tect claims, if we may quote from his 
letter, 'unity of art expression is... 
assured.’ While we do not wish to 
criticise this feature, which is cer- 
tainly unique, yet—there is much 
reason to doubt the advantage of 
working a single motif so universally 
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through all the 
decorations of 
the different 
rooms, while it 
might, to 
advantage, 
have been 
made the 
theme in some 
special room, 
yet its appear- 
ance on every 
hand becomes, 
to an extent, 
tiresome, and 
would, we 
apprehend, be 
objected to by 
many." 


The publisher, William Comstock, 
showed all kinds of houses in his 
magazine. Comstock, an architect, 
also wrote books. 


Source: "Residence of James A. 
Patten, Evanston, IIl.," Architects' 
and Builders' Magazine, New York, 
June 1904. 


Philip & Madeleine 
Maher’ s own house 


In the last issue, we went on at some 
length about our search for Philip and 
Madeleine Maher's house in Lake 
Bluff, Ulinois, because we had only 
Sheridan Road as an address. We 
couldn't find it. Now we know where 
it is or 
perhaps was 
since it may 
have been 
demolished 
by now, but 
we still 
haven't 
been there. 
An ac- 
quaintance, 
Robert Sideman of Glencoe, who has 
seen it said the house is at the very 
northern edge of Lake Bluff where 
the suburb and the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Center meet—as the map 
here shows. The open area east of 
Sheridan Road is the Shore Acres 
Country Club, with Lake Michigan to 


Philip and Madeleine Maher House in Lake Bluff, Illinois, pictured in Chicago Magazine. 


the east. Great Lakes Naval Training 


Center is just north of Shore Acres 
Circle. 


Last year, the house was for sale for 


$1,575,000 and sold for $1,450,000. 


Chicago Magazine, documenter of 
the list and sale prices, provided 
some history: 


Secluded on a densely wooded 
three-acre lot, this nine-room Art 
Deco home has 165 feet of private 
beach on Lake Michigan. The 
house was built more than 60 
years ago by Chicago architect 
Philip Maher as a summer home 
for his family.... After his divorce 
in 1940, Maher sold the Lake 
Bluffhouse... 


We'd seen the house in two issues of 
Architectural Forum from 1939. In 
July 1939, Philip described the 
house: 


The location of the house on a 
lake some 75 ft. above the water, 
dictated that the principal rooms 
should enjoy the view... The 


design of the house was adopted 
because its horizontal lines fit 
well with the lake horizon... 


In 1939 the house was given a 
"mention" in an architectural compe- 
tition sponsored by the American Gas 
Association. That resulted in exterior 
and interior photos, the latter of a 
bedroom, and floor plans in Architec- 
tural Forum. 


Sources: "House in Lake Bluff, HI.," 
Architectural Forum, July and 
October 1939. "On the Beach, a 
Chicago architects's summer hide- 
away," Chicago Magazine, January 
2001. 
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Places 


Classic events 
coming to 


Pleasant Home 
Pleasant Home 
(1897) in Oak Park 
will be the setting 
for several distin- 
guished programs. 
The first will be an 
early autumn fund- 
raiser on September 
8, a Saturday, called 
"The Great Estate." 
The evening will 
include a tour, fine 
dining and nibbling, 
a visit to gardens 


near Pleasant Home, and sale of 
architectural reproductions. The 
tour houses include the Caldwell 
(1909) and Taylor (1912) houses 
by George Maher; Babson House 
Ii (1912-13), Tallmadge and 
Watson, Chicago architects; and 
the Hayden House (1905). The 
second will be the yearly confer- 
ence on the arts and crafts and 
the Prairie School October 19- 
21. Exhibits and lectures are 
planned. 


Look forward to. A May 18-19, 
2002 program will feature Julie 
Sloan, curator for the large well- 
informed exhibition of Frank 
Lloyd Wright windows now in 
New York and scheduled for 
Grand Rapids this fall. 


BE Tene 


Geo. W. Maher 


Kenilworth & Oak Park 


These two Chicago suburbs are paired because 
grants for George Maher buildings were received in 
both. The grants were Illinois Heritage Grants, state 
monies administered by the Illinois Historic Preser- 
vation Agency in Springfield. The Pleasant Home 
Foundation received $25,000 for roof repairs on the 
Farson House (1897) in Oak Park. A $24,700 grant 
was given for a historic structures report on the 
Kenilworth Assembly Hall (1907). The Kenilworth 
Club is also researching the feasibility of restoring 
the building's historic landscape by Jens Jensen. 
Grants awarded throughout IIlinois totaled 
$500,000. The program continues this year. 
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Photos: Farson House above, Kenilworth Club below, 
both from a Maher portfolio, GWMO collection. 
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Above, 
McBrideKelley 
addition to 
back of 
Lackner House. 


Right, 

back of 

Riehl house in 
Germany. New 
Yorker. 


Kenilworth 


Maher's Lackner House (1905) is 
on the web. And we found an early 
house by architect Ludwig Mies 
van der Rohe looking like the 
Lackner. 


The Lackner House, picturesque in 
shape and made from brick and 
stucco (probably over wood) as are 
many Maher houses, is on the web 
on the home page of McBride- 
Kelley, Chicago architects, with 
their addition attached. They used 
Maher's favorite segmental arch 
for a new rear entrance. 


The new exhibition called "Mies 
in Berlin" at the Museum of 5 
Modern Art in New York includes 
early houses by Mies, who later 
justifiably was king of architecture 
in Chicago. We see that a house 
much like the Lackner House is 
displayed. It's the Villa Riehl 
(1907) for Alois and Mrs. (first 
name still unknown to us) Riehl 
near Potsdam, Germany. He was a 
philosophy professor. It would be 
interesting, even fascinating if Maher's earlier, by 
two-plus years, Lackner House were an inspiration 
for 21-year-old Mies. We expect, however, that both 
were moved by widely seen country house designs. 
There is some of the English architect C.F.A. Vosey 
im both. The Lackner House was not shown in print 
when it was new, so it's unlikely that Mies would 
have seen it, unless one of Maher's client portfolios 
was passed around in Berlin. 


We found the Villa Riehl in The New Yorker, where 
critic Paul Goldberger wrote, "A huge, plain gable 
overhangs a loggia, below which the land falls away, 
and the house appears to sit on a long, flat platform, 
with a sleekness that is prescient of the architect's 
later work." The photo there (on this page), however, 
proved misleading because the fussy windows on the 
first floor above the wall were added. Originally, the 
loggia was open, as shown on the cover of this issue. 
A writer in 1910 said, "The work is so faultless that 
no one would guess that it is the first independent 
work of a young architect." 


Sources, information: "Architekt Ludwig Mies: Villa 
des Professor Dr. Riehl in Neubabelsberg," Moderne 
Bauformen, September 1910. “House Proud," Paul 
Goldberger, The New Yorker, July 2, 2001. 
McBrideKelley web site, July 1, 2001. "Mies in 
Berlin" continues through September 11, 1901, at 
the Museum of Modern Art. 
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Hot water kettle and stand from 
Rockledge made at Gorham, 
Providence, Rhode Island. Collec- 
tion, Minneapolis Institute of Arts. 


Book: Progressive 
Design in the Midwest 


We overlooked this book by Jennifer 
Komar Olivarez published in late 
2000. It's a gathering of Prairie 
School pieces in the collection of the 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts. Komar 
Olivarez is a curator for decorative 
arts, sculpture and architecture. Most 
of the book is an illustrated essay on 
a house the museum owns, the 
Purcell-Cutts House (1913) designed 
by its owner William Purcell and his 
partner George Elmslie. There are 
seemingly telling photos of the happy 
Purcell family, William and wife 
Edna and their two adopted sons, 
James and Douglas, in their two-story 
house. The house is something ofa 
biography of William. Decoration on 
a beam at a side gate says "Gray Days 
and Gold," which refers to Purcell's 
beloved grandparents, their buildings, 
and the money Purcell's father gave 
to support the architects and for his 
son's house. The Purcells later 
divorced. 


Maher is represented by pieces from 
the Ernest and Grace (Watkins) King 
House (1911-13, demolished 1987) 


Winton houses: Wausau above, Minne- 
apolis below. Photos, Marathon 
County Historical Society, Minneapo- 
lis Institute of Arts. 


we Gee & 


Winton house poppy windows. Wausau win- 
dow at left, Minneapolis window at right. 
Photos, Chicago Historical Society, Minne- 
apolis Institute of Arts. 
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Chicago Historical Society 


The society site, www.chicagohs.org, shows a stained glass window 
(above) from the King House (1901) on Chicago's west side. Find at 
Architecture & Design. 


The Winton House/Wausau window on the previous page is also in the 
society collection and on their web site. 


called "Rockledge" at Homer 
south of Winona, Minnesota. 


Maher on the Internet | 228tetinn 


and wool carpet runner and an 
urn are shown. 


Also in the book is Maher's 
second house for the Winton 
family. It's represented by one 
of the windows given to the 
Institute of Arts by former 
owners Henry and Elizabeth 
Hyatt. The narrative says: 
"Maher had designed a house 
for Charles and Helen Winton 
in Wausau, Wisconsin. The 
Wintons liked it so much that 
when they moved to Minneapo- 
lis they asked him for another 
just like it." I don't have the 
Winton correspondence, so I 
don't know exactly what's said, 
but I do know that the two 
Winton houses are not the 
same. The Wausau one from 
1905-06 was an elaborated 
foursquare; the Minneapolis 
one from 1910 is rectangular 
with protrusions. It could be 
seen as a Stretched version of 
the Wausau house. The pictures 
on the previous page show the 
differences. 


Watkins web 


Watkins, 
www.watkinson- 
line.com, has an 
illustration of 
Maher's Watkins 
Administration 
Building (1911-12) 
and the high-rise 
Laboratory (1913) 
in Winona, 
Minnesota. The 
frame is one of the 
entrances to the 
administration 
building. 


Different, too, are the poppy-motifed 
windows Maher designed. The 
Wausau house has a wide-open 
flower, the Minneapolis house a 
flatter one, shallower. The Minneapo- 
lis window shown on the previous 
page is in the collection of the Arts 
Institute. It and two others were 
removed from the house by Hyatt. He 
gave another to the Pleasant Home 
Foundation in Oak Park, Illinois; it's 
displayed. Hyatt kept one. We don't 
know what he replaced the three 
with; these windows were in a closet, 
not an unexpected place for exterior- 
oriented Maher to place windows. 


Specifications: 200 pages, many 
illustrations, from Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, distributed by University 
of Minnesota Press, $19.95. Also, 
Chicago, Marathon County historical 
societies. 
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Awards 
» & prizes 


Glencoe 


The revived and enlarged Orde 
House (1904) was honored by the 
Glencoe Historic Preservation 
Commission. Its new owners, John 
Reilly and family, were given awards 
for saving and restoring the house. 
Said the local paper: "Reilly stepped 
in and bought the house when it was 
threatened with becoming another 
teardown and restored it, both on the 
interior and exterior. He put an 
addition on the house and added a 
garage that well matched the older 
home." Glencoe is plagued by 
teardowns, the destruction of historic 
houses which are then often replaced 
by inappropriately scaled houses 
sometimes called McMansions. 


Sources: "Historic awards bestowed," 
Pioneer Press, May 17, 2001 (pro- 
vided by Robert Sideman, Glencoe). 
Site visits. 


Kenilworth 


Valerie and Michael Foradas, owners 
of the George and Elizabeth Maher 
House (1893) received one of the 
2000 Preservation Awards from the 
Kenilworth Historical Society. They 
were recognized for their reworking 
of a 1910 addition designed by 
Maher for a kitchen and back en- 
trance. Said the society newsletter: 
"Throughout the project, there was 
careful reuse of all doors, woodwork 
and antique committee. The commit- 
tee felt that the rehabilitation project 
was a'textbook example of sensitive 
integration of new elements with 
old." 


Source: Kenilworth Historical 
Society Newsletter, June 2001. 


Still for sale 
in Illinois 
Two staircase views 


The Charles Stevens House 
modeled by George Maher 
in 1895 continues to be for 
sale. It's a mix of colonial 
and classical styles. Maher's 
contribution to the house at 
330 West Main in Tiskilwa 
was near-symmetry outside 
and lavish woodwork in the 
entry hall. Its 3,500 square 
feet of space-plus are listed 
at $175,000, a relative 
bargain for a Maher-in- 
volved house. Property taxes 
were $2,836 for 1999. 
Information: Landmark 
Realty of Princeton, 815- 
875-1221. 


lees 


Sources: Listing information, 
Landmark Realty of 
Princeton. Reader letter, 
May 12, 2001. Economist 
and Inland Architect, 1895. 


Stevens staircase from landing. 


Staircase landing from above. Michael 
Springer photos. 


Letter 


5.12.01, from a reader and owner of 
the Stevens House (b. 1842) remod- 
eled by Maher in 1902 in Tiskilwa, 
Illinois, "An update on my house. I 
removed the carpeting and old tile 
from the master bath floor. My 
intention was to get a level surface 
for anew set of tiles. To my surprise 
there is a quarter-sawn oak floor. It 
had been covered with a felt padding. 
The glue on it was water soluble. I 
scraped it off as you would remove 
wallpaper. The wood shows old 
traffic patterns and some water 
damage. I plan to refinish and seal 
the wood. I saved samples of the old 
linoleum for the building archives." 


Other notes 
Three of them. 


One is that the email address is 


donjohn@bankpds.com. Our old one 
is lost in space. 


Two is that our computer hard drive 
fried, died, and that is the reason for 
this issue being late, and for a slight 
change in format because all old 
material was lost. The reason seems 
to have been a virus brought home 
from work in Madison at the Wiscon- 
sin Historical Society, as it's now 
called, the name having been 
changed recently from State Histori- 
cal Society of Wisconsin, or from low 
quality and inconsistent local power 
from a hydroelectric dam across the 
Wisconsin River at Prairie du Sac, 
Sauk City's more progressive twin 
village. 


Three is that we're printing on single 
sheets because we're waiting for 
technology. You see clearer images 
this way. 
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Cc, 


Books, 
media, 
research 


Here are several sources of informa- 
tion for buildings and persons con- 
nected to Maher. 


* Modern Furniture Classics, a book 
by Miriam Stimpson (Whitney 
Library of Design, Watson-Guptill 


Publications, New York, 1987) has a 
photo of Maher's library table for the 
Rudolph House (1907) in Highland 
Park, Illinois. The table is in the 
collection of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. It's made of oak and has 
tulip carvings. 


* Frederick Gates (1853-1929). 
George Maher designed a house 
(1902-04) in Montclair, New Jersey, 
for Frederick and Emma Gates. 
Frederick, a minister, was a philan- 
thropic adviser and business adminis- 
trator for John D. Rockefeller. The 
University of Chicago Archives has 
Gates papers dating from 1888-1906. 
These include correspondence 
between Gates and University 
President William Rainey Harper. 
Rockefeller money helped establish 
the university. 


* Oak Woods Cemetery, Chicago. 
George Maher's parents-in-law Alden 
and Ellen (Woodworth) Brooks are 
buried here. To find Internet informa- 
tion on research at the cemetery, look 
at RootsWeb. 


Calendar, etc. 


Two views of Mies's Villa Riehl from 
streetside in Potsdam, Germany. 


Photos 
a from 
WWW. 
Above, 
Berliner- 
Morgenpost. 
Left, 
Gingko 
Press. 


Here is the Villa Riehl (1907), the earliest house designed by Ludwig Mies 
van der Rohe, from streetside. Rather than being innovative and precursing 
Mies's modernism, the house seems very much a modest German cottage from 
this view. Shutters and all, eyebrows, too, the white-stuccoed house is an 
emanation of the international arts and crafts movement. The first owner, 
Alois Riehl (1844-1924) was born in Bosen, Austria, and taught philosophy at 
universities in Graz, Freiburg, Kiel, Halle and Berlin. The house is in the 
Neubabelsberg (or Babelsberg, as it's called in older publications) neighbor- 
hood of Potsdam—described as a villa colony in a 2000 newspaper article 
from Berlin. IDs for the Kleber family in the photo above, the current owners, 
from left: Franz, daughter Agnes, son Baptist and Margit. 


Sources: "Ein House von schlichter Schonheit," Heike Kowitz, Berliner- 
Morgenpost, March 13, 2000. Photo, www.gingkopress.com/_cata/ima2/ 
miesv-0.htm. 


Events April 22, 2002. "The Life of George 


Washington Maher," lecture by 
Kathleen Roy Cummings, Chicago. 
Saugatuck-Douglas (Michigan) 
Historical Society lecture series. 


September 8, 2001. "The Great 
Estate," a Saturday black-tie gala to 
benefit restoration of Pleasant Home 
(1897), Maher's large house for 
John and Mamie Farson in Oak 
Park, Illinois. Includes tour of 
six houses, food from eight 
restaurants, sale of architectural 
reproductions of Maher, Frank 
Lloyd Wright and Louis Sullivan 
work. 6-11 p.m. Call 708-383- 
2654 for information. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly 
Volume 11, Issue 2. Four issues 
annually. 2001 index early 2002. 
Donald M. Aucutt, editor, 413 
Jackson Street, Sauk City, Wisconsin 
53583. Tel 608-643-0113. email 
donjohn@bankpds.com. www: http:// 
userpages.itis.com/donjohn/ 


October 19-21. Arts and crafts- maher html. 


Prairie School conference. 
Pleasant Home, Oak Park. 708- 


383-2654. Subscription $25 for 2000 and 2001 


calendar years. ISSN 1084-3469. 
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Detail of a postcard showing Maher's Wausau library 
about 10 years after it was completed. Now gone, the 
building was the most distinguished downtown. Full 

card on page 20. 


Cover art. 


| Contents 2 Sanitarium letters 
Top left, Lorado Taft & his "Foun- 


8 Harper family 


. tain of Time." 
10 Taft to MacNeils : Top right, Maher letter, Harper 
13. Another Maher design? moneenas 
15 Summer at Blinns Lower right, Hager House for sale 
17 —- Rockledge/Milwaukee in Waukon, Towa, 


19 Maher at $1,365,000 


Summer into Autumn 
July-September 2001 


The Mahers, Kin & Creations in 1925 


Materials from their 


times 


Back in time to personal news 
about the Maher family and for 
news items and events in 
George's career. For 1925, we 
have documents used mostly 
with original punctuation and 


spelling. 


Time, people, place references General notes 
In 1925, George Maher, who was born De- 
cember 24, 1864, was 60 years old, wife 
Elizabeth (Bessie or Bess) 58; their son 
Philip 31 and his wife Madeleine 22. Oth- 
ers: the Mahers' teenaged niece Violet 
Wyld (b. 1906) and her brother Merle 
Wyld (b. 1907). Alden Brooks, usually 
mentioned as Father Brooks, was 
Elizabeth's father. Kenilworth, Illinois, was 
where George and Bessie lived; Winnetka, 
THlinois, where the Wyld children and their 
parents lived. 


1. Western Architect, the most promi- 
nent advocate for progressive archi- 
tecture, said nothing about Maher in 
1925. 


2. The Maher & Son entries in the 
yearly Chicago Architectural Exhibi- 
tion were the Glencoe women's club 
building and the Chicago town and 
tennis club. Both were designed by 
Philip. 


Letters from last months in the sanitarium 


Maher remained in the Milwaukee Sanitarium (now Milwaukee Psychiatric Hospital) in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, until 
December 14, 1925. He had entered this recovery institution in August 1924, the victim of insomnia and depression, 
conditions recurring since he had been a young man. These are letters he wrote his wife Elizabeth at home. 
Paragraphing may be incorrect; the punctuation and spelling are mostly his. Most of the dates shown are envelope post- 


marks. 


Philip Maher 
(above) had been 
chosen to design 
the subdivision 
houses. Photo, 
Chicago's Accom- 
plishments and 
Leaders. 


Mrs. Sleyster was 
the wife of the 
sanitarium’s medi- 
cal director, Dr. 
Rock Sleyster. 


May 22 
Friday 
My dearest wife 

Just a line to say that I received your fine letter this morning & was so very glad to hear our 
Philip has received such a fine house & on such a splendid location. I remember the place well 
since I wanted to build a house at this place over looking the lake for Mr. Lundgren. And the 6 
houses in the new subdivision. How did he get their homes? Did one of the syndicators get them for 
him. Well my dear this is the way things happen. When Philip was here last he seemed a little 
down cast because work was not coming in & now he has plenty again. 

I have been thinking & thinking about home & whether I could possibly stand it again. Just think 
of it my dear house & my being doubtful about being there. If the Doctor would permit I really 
would try it. Provided you were willing? 

Last night they had a dance & I stayed & tried to enjoy my self as best I could. They give one of 
these every week now & all of the Doctors dance with the patients. Mrs Slyster also attends & it 
helps give tone to the occasions. 

Dr Arnold is the gentleman from Kentucky. He stays here a few weeks & when he is better he 
goes home. He was here last Fall as you remember. Mrs Reeve I understand is coming here today. 
Mr Reeve will return home in a few weeks he thinks. With much love & Kiss George 


Side of first page: I am not working in the shop. I rather like to walk 


May 23 
Saturday 


My darling Wife 

I will drop you a few lines to let my dearest know how things are progressing here. My letters 
seem so bad that I dislike to mail them to you my dear. 

Time certainly hangs heavy on me hear. I have not much to do. But then it is beautiful & the 
flowers are lovely. The tulips are all in bloom & some of them are lovely in color & gorgeous in 
size. They certainly aim to make this place attractive. 

I was just talking to the Head manager of the Colonial Hall. She is a lady of some 40 years. She 
spoke so beautifully of you & said she knew you must be a fine woman & mother. I just could not 
keep the tears back my dearest I know you so well & you are so true & so wonderful a way down in 
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The Capitol, 
designed by 
George Post 
& Sons, New 
York, was fin- 
ished in 1917. 


Francis 
Donald 
Harper: Prob- 
ably 31 when 
Maher met 
him, he was 
the youngest 
son of William 
Rainey 
Harper, who 
was president 
of the Univer- 
sity of Chi- 
cago from 
1891 until his 
death. 
Donald, born 
in 1894, was 
12 or 13 when 
his father died 
in 1906.* See 
connections 
on page 8. 


Maher was 
much inter- 
ested in golf- 
ing. 


Cheatah was 
the Mahers' 
pet cal. 


Many letters 
seem to be 
missing from 
here on. 


The baby is 
the son of 
Philip and 
Madeleine 
Maher 


my heart I have had a wonderful love for you. 

Yesterday Dr Cradwell took three other nurses & myself to Madison to see the university track 
meet. It was a long drive over the cement roads some 80 miles each way—the Dr drives very fast. He 
goes 45 miles all the time except through the villages. It was a pleasant day & I enjoyed it. Madison 
is a nice little Wisconsin town. It has a beautiful new 
Capitol building & the Wisconsin University. 

One of the party was a Mr Harper, son of the late 
President Harper of the Chicago University. He is not 
30 years of age & has been a patient off & on for 
some time. He is a fine young man. I walk with him 
occasionally. 

With much love & Kiss George 


Se 
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Side of first page: Please mail me the Straw hat. The : ie. Bo aye 
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July 30 ed 
My dearest Bessie ae e fees . batt ay 
I am at the post office & writing this letter so that fin | ~ & 2 fof 3D Ve 


you will receive it tomorrow morning. 


I just returned from another game of golf withMr& = 7 “ kay Tan «pat on 


Mrs Bolch. I do not seem able to equal the score I Foe See : a= = 
make when you were with me & I made the 9 holes in oes ee z fee ee he 

: : hoes eg aa et PEATE Fey me, 
47 strokes. Today I succeeded in making the 9 holes Fon eae ay, 
in 52. Mr & Mrs Bolch are not equalling their former « 9 ad (ieee (A bes faye 


games. I think Mr Bolch made it in 72 & Mrs some 
where in the 80s. 

Dear old Mrs Wilson seems to think it is her duty 
have me play cards or croquet this morning when it 
was raining she instructed that I play the card game of Russian Bank—she said so that I could teach 
you this rather different game of solitaire. 

I hope you are having a restful time at home & do hope the time does not drag as it seems to here. 
You have much to do & think about & this always makes a difference. I thought last night it would be 
a rainy day today but it cleared up beautifully. Mr and Mrs or rather Doctor Cradwell got home today 
from their Alaska trip. They both had a fine time. If Philip returns with you have him bring his golf 
clubs With much love & 
kisses 

Ever Yours George 


Page from Maher's letter of May 23, 1925, 
mentioning "a Mr. Harper." 


Sides of second page: Do you think of bringing back the Hudson? 
And: Hope you have sold the old Hudson. 


July 31 
My dearest Bessie 


I will drop you a line to let you know how | am faring since you left yesterday. We had our golf af- 
ter seeing you at the stations & although I had a pleasant afternoon with Mr & Mr Bolch yet I could 
not help thinking of my darling wife all the time. I hope you arrived at Kenilworth in safety & found 
the dear home folks happy & well. Give them my love. It is so long since I have been home that I 
wonder just how it all appears. I hope it gave you a thrill to see the familiar objects & especially to 
see old Cheatah. Everything is about as usual hear. I played croquet this morning with the old ladies. 
Mrs Wilson seems to be looking after me. Well this is a short letter & I will write each day Just to let 
you know how we are getting along. With much love & Kiss 
George 


Side of second page: Let me know if Philip has the Insurance for Sickness. 


August 1 
My darling wife 

I just read your last letter of Friday & was certainly glad to hear from my dearest. So glad you 
could see the dear baby & notice his winning ways, also to see Madeleine & Philip in their home. 
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The Bungalow 
(1905-06) was 
the Mahers' 
summer home 
on Lake 
Michigan near 
Douglas, 
Michigan. 


Nathan was 
George's 
brother. 


f 


How interesting that he calls you Gram. The little ones have their way of calling names it is original 
with them. So glad Philip showed you his work I am sure he will be successful. 

Yes Mrs Wilson keeps an eye on me & wants me to enjoy myself she will play croquet or do any 
thing one suggests. This morning I looked over the new houses they are putting on their ceiling joists 

(This is a bad pen) 

The Cradwells had a most interesting trip to Alaska. This is a most wonderful place to go & many 
people take it. 

My ear is somewhat better & will improve I am sure With Kisses & love George 


Sides of first page: Much love to your Father & to dear Violet. 
And: I miss you dearest but want you to rest & have a good time 
Side of back page: I enclose the Ear Doctors bill. So sorry to ? expense. 


In same envelope. 
My darling wife 

I just mailed you a letter that was very badly written since there is not a place to write in my room 
except the window sill. "The table is so giggly" 

I have been thinking about the car. do you intend to bring it? I suppose it might be con? to ride to 
the golf links & around the surrounding country. However you & Phil must do the deciding. I sug- 
gested that you come with Philip when you come again so we could all be together for a visit. 

Every one here asks after you & ? They seem to miss you as much as your old Husband. Of course I 
miss my dearest wife she is so true & so wonderful. Yet I would be selfish & not have the true feeling 
if I hastened your return from the dear home. 

It will be so nice for you, Father, Violet & Fannie to go the farm. It must be beautiful there now & 
the fruit is all ripening. I hope the Bungalow is so that one can live in it & that it does not leak dur- 
ing the hard storms. 

Have you ever heard from Nath is he sick or around. You might call him up on the phone. I am 
glad Philip has the sickness insurance this is all important & will care for him when he is unable to 
work. 

With love & Many Kisses 

Affectionately 

George 


In same envelope. 
P.S. How about the Ear Dr? should we pay it? 
My dearest 

I forget to mention that Mrs Taylor was here yesterday to see her daughter. She was alone & I 
talked with her. She said her daughter was some better but still in her room although she took walks 
& played croquet. She will not talk & I suppose is not well enough to see any one. J helped Mrs Tay- 
lor to the Elec car. I carried her satchel. I suggested that she take her daughter an automobile ride if 
the Doctors will permit Mr & Mrs Brown are back he looks pretty well considering what he has gone 
through (Mrs Grisler has gone Is not the way she spells her name) or did she go when you were here. 
It is fine today rather cool & I will take a good walk—Lovingly, George. 


Sides of second page: I would wait until Phil can come with you. 
And: Have a good rest my dearest & enjoy yourself. 


August 1 
Sunday (written in pencil) 
My Darling Wife 

Please excuse the pencil but my fountain pen is out of order so will try to write a letter in this fash- 
ion, 

I received your Sunday letter without extra postage & was so glad to hear from you my dearest. 
You write such a fine letter my darling so well expressed & so comprehensive. I read it one time & 
will read it again. 

Yes the people here are trying to make it pleasant for me. Mrs Wilson "dear old soul takes” espe- 
cial pleasure in suggesting things to do. she means well. The Blosches invited me to a game of cro- 
quet this morning & I beat game out of the five. That is we played 5 and I was one ahead. 

Yesterday afternoon they took me out in their auto we drove over to the Lake Shore & in & out of 
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Arthur Wyld, 
shown here, 
was the hus- 
band of 
Elizabeth's sis- 
ter Frances. 
He was an en- 
gineer and 
sometime 
project super- 
visor for 
Maher. 


The Sprenger 
House in 
Kenilworth was 
a Maher & Son 
design of 1924. 


The Keehns 
were family 
friends. 


The September 
1 letter is hard 
to read, sug- 
gesting Maher's 
confusion. 


This refers to 
new houses 
being built 
west of Green 
Bay Road. 


the beautiful parks I do wish you had been along to have enjoyed it with us. Looking out over the 
grand lake over which this part of Milwaukee borders. 

I hope you are having a fine time now with your Father Violet & Cheatah. The lovely places must 
respond to you. Kenilworth has always been a quiet place in summer & I do not wonder that you see 
so few people on the streets. 

I wrote you that Mrs Taylor was here & I understand took her daughter out in an auto. She told me 
her Daughter had come down gradually. I hope Philip can come soon & with his clubs not wait too 
long. Yes ] agree with you that Arthur is some capable man to not only plan but execute his addition. 
My ear is almost the sorer. I do not bother with it much & keep cotton in it off & on. Just now it is 
dry. So glad all the furnaces are in good shape. You are a capable manager. With love & many Kisses 
George 


Side of third page: Now just rest & sleep & take life easy my dear 
Side of last page: I always want to see & be with you but must not be selfish 


August 29 
My darling Bessie 

I will drop you a line hoping it will reach you before Sunday. I hope you saw Philip & fixed up ev- 
ery thing as best you could. The Trust Fund I am sure in Time will be the safest way to hold our 
money & property. 

Every thing moves okay the same as usual Every one seems to be the same in general health. 

I walk with Mr Benjamin & his nurse. We just came in from a long walk via the Blue Mound road 
& the Blue Mound golf links or the same as we took together. This morning Mr Block took me in his 
car to Milwaukee. Mrs Thomas brought some gifts etc for Halloween night & Mr Bolch brought 
them back with him as an accommodation to her. He is such a fine man & so kind & considerate. 

Mrs Winslow is going back home & wait until her dentist can do her work. This seems a long 
drawn out dentists job & rather expensive for her. I have not yet seen Mrs Jones she must be in her 
room taking her meals there. I hope you found every thing all right at home. I am sure Violet & your 
Father was glad to see you & I know you were pleased to see them. Give them both my love. I try to 
make my self interested & some how get through all right. But I miss my darling wife. Every asks af- 
ter you & want to know when you will be back. I am enclosing a photograph of Springers house. send 
it to Philip & tell him to get the houses right. 

With much love & Kisses 

Ever yours George 


Side of last page: Try to arrange every thing with Furnaces so things will not freeze. 


September 1 
My dear Sweet Wife 


I received your sweet interesting letter this morning & was certainly glad to hear from you. 

It was a good plan was it not for you to go home & see Jessie. Your dear old friend Jessie. Fancy 
dresser has always been close to you. Jessie's bobbing her hair is up to date but my own Bessie be- 
longs to the dear fine women of yesterday & not this modern flapper race of no clothes & bobbed 
hair. am I just right dear? Mr Brown has gone. He was such a splendid fellow. He really did not want 
to leave. Said he mind... Yes I play bridge with the dear old lady who was my partner when you were 
here. Miss Rurohr keeps close to her room she always seems cold. I have not seen much of her. Mrs 
Williams has left she her best regards & love for you... Mrs Bolsch has been suffering from a wrench 
she experienced when playing golf... so there has been no golf since | did not want to go alone... 

So glad you saw Mrs Keehn. She is a good friend. She is... 

I miss you dearest but it is... 

With much love & Kiss 

Yours for ever George 


P.S. So glad the improvement west of Kenilworth are succeeding 


October 30 
Saturday 5:25 p.m. 
My darling Wife 
T received your nice letter this morning. How kind of you to write so soon. Naturally I wondered 
how you arrived & if every thing was O.K. I am glad you saw Jessie she is such a deer friend of 
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Gary City Hall, 5th Avenue elevation. City of Gary, Department of Engineering, courtesy Christopher Meyers. 


yours. I know you gave her my love. I am pleased to know she is looking so fine & has such a fine 


Philip designed | son. 
ee ce ste. | Mr Brown is leaving tonight for home. He does not seem to want to go especially & indeed I feel 
ana. The City | heis leaving too son. But as he states he must make the break sooner or later so he will try it out 
Hall was built | now. He said he would visit me very soon & let me know his ? The lady also who we play bridge 
in 1927-29. | with & was my partner generally left for home today. Mr. Brown insisted that I go to a movie with 
| him this after noon which was interesting. It was a Charlie Chaplin & good for that sort of a produc- 
| tion. 
Pictured below, | Have played golf today as usual. I missed my dear wife so much. | thought of you continually. 
and mentioned | Had a pretty good night last although it was lonesome with out you my darling. Received this pho- 
in the letteron | tography from Philip. They are very fine. The "City Hall" is beautiful & is carried out in good detail 
the next page, (classic) it will be a great building. 
eae | With all my love & Kiss 
was Chicago's | Every yours George 
best-known } 
sculpture. His | —_A list written on the envelope by Elizabeth: 8 pillow cases, exhibition, golden, broom, Mrs 
"Fountainof | Mclaren, coupons, Laundry 
Time," | 
shown at 
right, was 
placed on 
the Mid- 


way 
Plaisance 
at the en- 


trance to 
Washing- 
ton Park in 
1922, It 
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was set atop a 
base designed by 
architect Howard 
Van Doren Shaw, 
Chicago. The site 
was part of the 
1893 Chicago 


world's fair. 


When we visited 
Taft's "Fountain 
of Time" last 
summer, it was 
encased by a 
metal building. 
Except for the 
ever-observant 
"Time." A car- 
nival, as 
indicated 
by the 
tilt-a- 
whirl at 
left, was 
in place, 
appropri- 
ately for 
the Mid- 
way 
Plaisance, 
which 
was the 
amuse- 
ment 
area of 
the 1893 
World's 
Colum- 
bian Ex- 
position. 
The con- 
crete, 
steel- 
framed 
sculp- 
ture is 
being restored. 
GWMQ 
photo.** See 
connections on 
page 10. 
Sources: AIA 
Guide to Chi- 
cago. Maher dis- 
charge report, 
The Milwaukee 
Sanitarium, 
Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin, De- 
cember 14, 
1925. Joseph 
Sears and his 
Kenilworth, Col- 
leen Browne 
Kilner, 
Kenilworth His- 
torical Society, 
Kenilworth, [li- 
nois, 1990 (2nd 
edition). Mil- 
waukee ity di- 
rectories. 


November 5 
My dear Bessie 

I am writing—in your home when here—your nice paper is too good for constant use so am writ- 
ing on this tablet paper. This morning I wanted to come home for a day or so. But Dr Slyster would 
not let me & perhaps he is right. While a sanitarium is a very monotonous home & no quiet at all. 
Just it takes a responsibility off of the loved ones & helps them to enjoy life & surrounding. I be- 
lieve perhaps I could stay at home but this reason always comes up—" What about the family and 
their peace of mind." Yes Mrs Jones isn't at my table & we have quite a chat together at meals. She 
is a fine lady & is interesting. 

I saw Mrs Benjamin this afternoon she seems hopeful but I think he is pretty bad in health al- 
though he does some pretty good work which is a good indication. 

The evenings now are very long & tedious. I thoroughly appreciate Mr Tafts "fountain of Time" I 
know now that we "pass on" dependent upon our activity & the work & interest in the accomplish- 
ment. So far as Time is concerned it must be Static, at least a minute now seems as much as five 
minutes did when I was well and our day a week went this strange yet it is true. When you are home 
& working time goes 
fast as you mention. 

Every one asks after 
you & want to know 
when you will return. 
You have many friends 
here. 

This morning I walked 
over to the Blue Mound 
road & then went over 
toward the Sanitarium 
through the golf links in 
exactly the same manner 
as when you were here 
Mr Zahn was with me. 
He likes to take long 
walks & I hope we may 
continue to walk to- 
gether. I wrote without 
my glasses yesterday & 
do hope you could make 
out my poor scribbling. 
Martha just walked 


through the room when I am writing she says she is fair & working hard. 

Well it is nearly 5:30 p.m. & in order to get this letter in the Post office to reach you tomorrow I 
must close. 

I received your fine letter I wish I could express my self as well as you do & tell so much of what 
is going on. Ask Violet to write to me & tell me of her ambitions. I am interested to know what she 


proposes to do in 


the future. : ee 
With much love | Wauwatosadays Editor Croly stays at sanitarium? 
& kisses Our indexer Carol Kelm, Oak Park, Iflinois, wondered if the "Mr. Croly of 
Ever yours New York state" mentioned in Maher's Milwaukee Sanitarium letter of 
George September 6, 1924, might be Herbert Croly (1869-1930). Some back- 
ground about Croly from a biography: In 1893, he had a nervous 
Letters end breakdown, which he never talked about. "It is impossible to be sure what 
This letter is the caused the collapse," wrote biographer David Levy. In 1924 he and his 
last direct com- wife were living in New York and he was trying to find peace by attending 
ment Ihave from to the mystic Gurdjieff. If Croly and Maher were at the sanitarium at the 
George. The sani- | same time, they seem to have been getting along just fine, considering the 
tarium dis- circumstance, which was that Croly had been the mest negative of Maher's 
charged him on critics. Before he became editor of the new New Republic, Croly wrote 
December 14, about architecture for Architectural Record. 
1925. Sources: Herbert Croly of the New Republic: the Life and Thought of an American Pro- 
gressive, David W. Levy, Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1985. 
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Left, Harper 


* Connections 
1. via William Rainey 
Harper 


(gownedin — William Rainey Harper died from 
foreground) with cancer in 1906; he was 49. Main- 
John D. Rockefeller stream newspaper coverage was far 
CoP yeu) ore “i more detailed then, more like what 
ee a grocery tabloids do now. "With him 

Chicago campus. At : 
far left could be when he died were Mrs. Harper, who 
William Gates, a held his hand until the end came; his 
Nader client. children, Mrs. Charles S. Eaton, 
Rockefeller was the Samuel, Paul, and Donald Harper..." 
university's main The Chicago Tribune story continued, 
benefactor; Gates —_"'God helps! 'God always helps’, were 
was Rockefeller's the last words to fall from the 

adviser for president's lips after he had whispered 
philanthropy. UC brief farewells to the members of his 
Archives via WWW. 


own family. There was not a word 
about his work or the university at his 
doors—nothing apparently, but the 
keen desire of a strong intellect to 
meet the great change soon at hand." 
The two older sons were pallbearers, 


Northrup, born in 1882; Paul, born 
1889, and Donald named Francis 
Donald, born in 1894. Once in Chi- 
cago and with the university estab- 
lished, the Harpers lived in the new 
president's house (1895) at 5855 


Besides Donald Harper being be- South Uni- 

friended by Maher at the Milwaukee versity Av- 

Sanitarium, there are obvious connec- enue: the ar- 

tions between William Rainey Harper  chitect was 
and the Mahers. Among these are Henry Ives 
Albert Michelson who was hired by Cobb. 
Harper and Lorado Taft whose studio Wijliam's bi- a 
was on the University of Chicago ography men- 


campus. Read on for more about 


tions the chil- 


Michelson and Taft. dren here and 
there. At 
Donald's being with George Maher at home in the 
the Wauwatosa sanitarium intrigues autumn of 
me, and I wanted to know more about —_1 990, Harper 
him. I suppose because his being at wrote to his 
Wauwatosa saddened me. His boys who 
parents, William Rainey Harper, were travel- 
the first president of the University ing in Eu- 
of Chicago, and Ella Paul, the rope—"and 
daughter of the president of did not forget 
Muskingum College in Ohio, mar- the youngest, 
ried in November 1875. Both 19, Donald, who 
William and Ella were second was four ’ 
cousins. years old." 
The Harp- Life in the 
ers had president's 
four sur- house 
Vviving seems to 
children, have been 
PAO CACO” S Generel ac 
adaugh- ing. Harper 
ter,Helen involved UN tied 2 | i tay 
a ses japaientonssoct Davida their boys in a aa a : 
University of Chicago's called the comings | DR WILLIAM \RAINEY HARPEL 
president's house. Dede. and goings DR. a — 
orn in 


1878, and then three sons, Samuel 


of many visi- 
tors. 


i 4 
ans en we Ren ie wate we ee res 


Harper's obituary photo. Chicago Tribune, November 1, 1906. 
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but not Donald who would have been 
12 or 13. Harper was buried in Oak 
Woods Cemetery not far away. 


After that, Donald disappears to 
reappear at the sanitarium in 1925. 
Donald was there because he "had a 
nervous breakdown either in medical 
school or shortly afterwards or was 
unable to continue," said his niece. 
Donald sometimes spent time with 
George Maher. As the architect wrote 
to his wife in May 1925, "I walk with 
him occasionally." 


The Harper family bought Donald a 
farm in Union Grove, Wisconsin, for 
his life after the Wauwatosa sani- 
tarium—"...since it seemed he would 
be well enough to operate it," said his 
niece. "However, he became ill again 
very shortly." In 1929 Donald was 
back in a sanitarium. That same year 
his sister Davida died at age 51 after 
being ill for two years with a varia- 
tion of Addison's disease. Her mother 
and three brothers survived. 


In May 1942, Ella Harper died at 85. 
The Chicago Tribune gave her a 
death listing, not an obituary, so there 
was nothing about survivors. The 
New York Times, however, praised 
her for devoting "herself to develop- 


GWMO. 


ing a social life for the new commu- 
nity as well as maintaining a home 
for him and their increasing family." 
Sons Samuel, Paul and Donald sur- 
vived. 


Like their father, the Harper children 
were not long-lived. In 1943, Samuel, 
the oldest of the three boys, died at 
home in his sleep from a cerebral 
hemorrhage. Samuel was 60. He had 
been a professor of Russian language 


Donald Harper's Oak Woods cemetery marker. 


and institutions at the University of 
Chicago. He was found dead by 
graduate students who lived in his 
home. Samuel was unmarried. Surviv- 
ing were his brothers Paul and 
Donald. In 1949, the second brother 
Paul died from a coronary 
thrombosis. He, too, was 60. Paul had 
been a lawyer and a trustee for the 
University of Chicago. Paul's survi- 
vors were his wife, two children, both 
professors at the university. There is 
no mention of Donald. 


A weekend visit to Oak Woods Cem- 
etery on Chicago's South Side pro- 
vided more details about the Harper 
family. Donald died at 55 on Febru- 
ary 6, 1950, in Oconomowoc, Wis- 
consin. His ashes are at Oak Woods 
along with those of his parents and 
siblings and other relatives. We noted 
markers for four Harper children who 
died as babies: Theodore, or William 
R.F. Harper, in 1876; Mary Ruth, 
1880-1882; Esther Winifred, 1885- 
1886; William Rainey Jr., 1892. 
Donald's body was brought to Oak 
Woods on February 9, 1950, cre- 
mated, and the ashes interred in his 
marker foundation September 29, 
1950. 


A trip several weeks later on a cloudy 
September afternoon to the 
Waukesha County Courthouse 
in Waukesha, Wisconsin, added 
information. Donald's death cer- 
tificate showed that he, like his 
brother Paul, died from a heart 
attack—heart disease. Donald 
had never married. He had no 
occupation. He died at the Sum- 
mit Hospital, a private sani- 
tarium in Oconomowoc. Sum- 
mit was the successor to the 
Toren Restoration Hospital 
named for its director, Dr. Julius 
Toren, Chicago. George Maher had 
stayed at the Toren hospital for a few 
days in 1924 before being admitted 
to the Milwaukee Sanitarium in 
Wauwatosa. That Donald hadn't mar- 
ried or had no occupation were facts. 
I was surprised, however, that he had 
been at the Summit Hospital for 21 
years. What was Donald doing all 
those years? Being not right, I sup- 


pose, not right enough to live some- 
where else. Maybe all those years 
floated past as just one day for him. 


Why go on like this about Donald 
Harper? My answer is that Maher 
befriended the younger man, as he 
earlier had the young University of 
Wisconsin professor Louis Cooper, 
and I wanted to know what Harper's 
life was like after Wauwatosa. I 
quickly lost track of Cooper after he 
left the sanitarium and left the uni- 
versity at Madison and went who 
knows where (though I'm thinking it 
might have been St. Louis where his 
mother lived or once lived). Harper 
and his distinguished family can be 
followed in Chicago. 


Sources: "Ald. C.S. Eaton's Wife Dies from 
Strange Malady,” Chicago Daily Tribune, 
September 25, 1929. "Harper Conscious Un- 
til the Last," Chicago Tribune, January II, 
1906. Harper family, email, University of 
Chicago archives, June 15, 2001. "Atty. Paul 
Harper, U. of C. Trustee, Dies After Sur- 
gery," Chicago Tribune, September 17,1949. 
Paul V Harper obituary, New York Times, 
September 17,1949. Francis Donald Harper, 
death notices, Chicago Tribune, February 9, 
1950. William Rainey Harper, Goodspeed 
(see p. for full information). William Rainey 
Harper papers, University of Chicago, de- 
scribed on web. "Mrs. W.R. Harper; 
Educator's Widow," New York Times, May 
30, 1942. "Prof. S.N. Harper of Chicago U. 
Dies," New York Times, January 19, 1943. 
Young Man in a Hurry: the Story of William 
Rainey Harper, First President of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, Milton Mayer, The Univer- 
sity of Chicago Alumni Association, Chi- 
cago, 1957. AIA Guide to Chicago. Death 
certificate, Francis Donald Harper, February 
6, 1950, Register of Deeds, Waukesha 
County, Waukesha, Wisconsin. Letter from 
Oak Woods Cemetery, Chicago, August 30, 
2001. Letter from Jane Overton, Chicago, 
September 29, 2001. Visit to Oak Woods 
Cemetery, September 2001. Also: Email, 
Ben Stone, Reference Assistant, Department 
of Special Collections, University of Chicago 
Library. Visit to Oak Woods Cemetery, Sep- 
tember 14, 2001. 


Note: Dr. Goodspeed, retired from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago faculty, wrote his biogra- 
phy of Harper at his summer home "Para- 
dise Island" on Plum Lake in Northern Wis- 
consin, an early favorite of wealthy 
midwesterners. 
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** More 
connections 
2. via Lorado Taft 


We read that Jens Jensen pre- 
pared a "setting for monument 
by Lorado Taft" on the Midway 
Plaisance. That is undated and 
because we cannot visit the 
Jensen archives at the University 


aft at work. University of Illinois, WWW. 


of Michigan, Ann Arbor, any- 
time soon, we don't know what 
the plan was. Also, Lorado Taft 
is not a primary person for the 
Maher Quarterly, though he may 
be for our successor publication 
still being conceived. It's useful, 
however, to bring another Prai- 
rie School icon into this story. 
Jensen was primary in connect- 
ing buildings and houses to na- 
ture. The 
Chicago art 
world, 


meaning the Hermon MacNeil in The World's Work, October 1907. 


one of de- 

sign, build- 

ings, their fur- 
nishings, sculp- 
ture and land- 
scapes, was small 
enough in the 


early 20th century, that so many fa- 
miliar names tic together We found 


Philip Maher's father-in law, the 
physicist and professor Albert 
Michelson (1852-1931), visiting the 


Albert Michelson 
teaching, not as 
painted by 
Clarkson. WWW. 


Eagle's Nest, Taft's summer home and 
artistic campground next to the Rock 
River at Oregon, Illinois, now belong- 
ing to Northern Illinois University. 
Michelson was there sitting for a por- 
trait by Ralph Clarkson (1861-1942). 


We found Taft commenting on the 
work of George Maher's brother- and 
sister-in-law, Hermon MacNeil 
(1866-1947) and Carol Brooks 


MacNeil (1871-1944). In his book 
Modern Tendencies in Sculpture 
(1921), Taft, a many-focused author 
and teacher, observed that MacNeil 
had "good taste united with a fine 
decorative sense and much fluency of 
handling.” A few years later in his 
book The History of American Sculp- 
ture (1924), Taft listed recent work 
by MacNeil. He also commented on 
Carol MacNeil's sculpture: "Mrs. 
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Carol Brooks MacNeil and her sons. From World's Work, October 1907. 


Hermon A. MacNeil has done inter- 
esting work in ideal subjects as well 
as in applied sculpture. Her 'Foolish 
Virgin' has deserved the praise which 
it has received." Carol MacNeil was 
the sister of George Maher's wife 
Elizabeth. 


Taft's history took us a step farther 
back to a magazine article about both 
MacNeils in The World's Work of 
October 1907. Begun in 1900 by 


a 


(Frank N.) Doubleday, (Walter Hines) 
Page and Company of New York, 
World's Work's mission was praising 
work. This is from the magazine's 
first issue in November 1900: "It is 
with the activities of the newly orga- 
nized world, its problems and even its 
romance, that this magazine will ear- 
nestly concern itself, trying to convey 
the cheerful spirit of men who do 
things." "Men" meant men and 
women. In the paragraph just before, 


Walter Page drawn by self: 


the editors claimed that "to 
an increasing number, work 
has become less and less a 
means of bread winning and 
more and more a form of 
noble exercise." That's a 
thoroughly American con- 
cept. World's Work exempli- 
fied activist intellectual 
magazine making. Another 
example from about the same 
time was The New Republic 
started in 1914 and edited by 
Her-bert Croly (more in this 
issue). 


Walter Hines Page (1855- 
1918) edited World's Work 
from 1900-13. That he liked 
progressives is evident a few 
pages into the first issue and 
a photo of Wisconsin's Rob- 
ert La Follette. That World's 
Work appreciated American 
art is evident, too, because 
the first issue includes a story 
about American sculptors at 
the 1900 world's fair in 
Paris. Versatile and liberal, though 
believing excessively in rich men's 
capability to change the world, Hines 
"rendered observations in important 
ways in at least twelve fields," says a 
biographer. These were southern af- 
fairs, race relations, politics, diplo- 
macy, philanthropy, education, public 
health, agriculture, business, litera- 
ture, book publishing and journalism. 
Excepting word-bound literature, the 
arts are absent from this personal list. 
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Lavishly and lushly illustrated, the 
19-page World's Work article on the 
MaceNeils by Jean Stansbury Holden, 
herself an artist, combined biography, 
work-so-far and work-in-progress, 
and personal tidbits. We have little 
information about Holden. We found 
her in The Book of Detroiters living 
in Detroit in 1908, where she was 
listed as the mother of James Holden. 
All listings in this book are on the 
web at usgennet.org/usa/mi/county/ 
tuscola/det/dethit-hol.htm; would that 
similar books for Chicago were. We 
also found a reference to Holden 
moving to Tryon, North Carolina, 
about 1908. Tryon was one of the 
places Maher visited as he rather des- 
perately tried to recover from his re- 
curring mental ailments. In terms of 
informativeness, the story's the most 
complete and revealing we've seen 
about any member of the extended 
Maher-Brooks family; one can wish 
that such writing had been done about 
the Mahers. Here are extended ex- 
cerpts from Holden's article; photos 
with the article are shown on this and 
the following pages: 


The recent dedication of the 
McKinley monument in front of 
the State House at Columbus, 0., 
not only disclosed to public view a 
superb work of art and a faithful 
representation of the late Presi- 
dent; it also brought again to pub- 
lic notice Mr. Hermon A. MacNeil, 
a young sculptor whose previous 
work had received wide recogni- 
tion. Inseparably associated with 
Mr. MacNeil, in the minds of all 
who know him and his work, is his 
wife, Mrs. Carol Brooks MacNeil, 
herself a sculptor and a designer of 
beautiful things. This artist family 
also includes two handsome boys 
who play about the studio and 
sometimes pose as models. 


The sons of Carol and Hermon 
MacNeil were Claude L. and Alden 
Brooks, the latter named for his ma- 
ternal grandfather. 


The McKinley statue is the first 
masterpiece of this kind that Mr. 
MacNeil has produced. His best- 


known creations are his Indians, 


but his creations cover a wide 
range of subjects... At this time he 
is engaged upon an important work 
intended to fill a large wall-space 
in the State House at Hartford, 
Conn... 


While his work shows this variety 


but he does not take his finished 
work so seriously as one might ex- 
pect. If you ask to see the com- 
memorative medals which he has 
won, you must wait until he has 
found them and rubbed off some of 
the tarnish. His studio (which is 
within a few feet of his home) is 


in subject filled with 
and in treat- sketches, fig- 
ment, one ures, busts, 
quality runs and all the 
through it parapherna- 
all: what- lia of a 

ever he sculptor, but 
touches is, the man him- 
in its very self makes 
essence, you feel that 
American, it you are ina 
smacks of workshop 
the soil. For- not ina 

eign training sanctuary of 
and intimate art where 
acquain- conversation 
tance with o must be car- 
thediectaie Carol MacNeil's sculpture of her sons. World's Median 4 
past has to Work, October 1907. language of 


offer have left him unaffected in 
this respect. His strongly artistic 
nature has this quality for the same 
reason that the poet re- 
members his youth. It was 
shown in an incident that 


enue in the College Point neighbor- 
hood of Queens, New York. College 


Point juts into the East River near the 
Long Island Sound end. 


..it is something of a surprise to 
walk into his studio at Colloge 
Point... and be greeted by a boyish- 
looking young man whose beard 
seems out of place. He takes his 
work seriously—while he is at it— 


technicality. There is absolutely no 
"pose" about him, and you may 

talk with him for an hour without 
observing any trace of 
affectation in manner 
or speech. That he is 


dates back to his student a dreamer is evident- 
days at Rome. It is said but evident only in 
that one morning when the his work. Very slen- 
Alban Hills showed white der, of medium 
atop, he stripped off his height, he has a fine, 
student blouse, hurried to compact head and 
the summit of the highest large eyes that meet 
hill, filled his lungs with yours with the sugges- 
the cold air, rolledasnow- — : tion of a twinkle... 
ball, and then returned : 
with renewed enthusiasm Car ol MacN eil's Holden tells about 
to dusty Rome and the a ek Wee MacNeil's background 
study of the past. pee ee Cera / and training and his 
cCormick. World's s 
: Work, October 1907. move to Chicago and 
The MacNeil home and stu- then departure to 
dio were at 121-01 Fifth Av- Rome for four more 


years of study. 


Before leaving Chicago, he was 
married to Miss Carol Brooks, one 
of his former pupils. During the 
four years, they studied together 
under the same masters. 


Three paragraphs about Carol 
MacNeil follow. 
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Mrs. Carol Brooks MacNeil is the 
daughter of an artist and grew up 
with brushes and palettes. When 
she threw them aside in her prefer- 
ence for clay and modeling tools, it 
was a keen disappointment to her 
father, but the success of her work 
has justified her decision. She 
might be called a miniature sculp- 
tor, if there is such a phrase, for her 
creations are not of statuesque pro- 
portions. Portrait busts she has 
done, and they are well done; but 
her originality runs rather to unique 
designs for vases, ink- stands, foun- 
tains, and other articles of practical 
utility. They are spun from pure 
fancy with only enough of the sol- 
idly real to hold them down to 
earth. 


Mrs. MacNeil's "Too late, Ye Can- 
not Enter Now" represents one of 
the Foolish Virgins, wilting under 
the suddenly realized sentence. 
This work in marble is now owned 
by the elder Mrs. Cyrus McCor- 
mick, of Chicago. 


Mrs. McCormick was from the reaper 


family. 


Mrs. MacNeil has recently mod- 
eled her two beautiful boys in one 
group and is now engaged in trans- 


Above, MacNeil studio, which is very 
likely a George Maher design. Below, 

a detail showing "winged victory" 
perched above bay. The statue was a 

favorite in the late 19th century. 
World's Work. 


forming the plaster into more en- 
during marble. This part of the 
sculptor's work is generally turned 
over to the professional marble- 
cutter, but this portrait bust of her 
two sons will be the work of her 
own hands and may therefore have 


a quality of tender finish that it 
might not otherwise receive. 


In conclusion, this pleasant rhapsody 
on art and family values: 


Mrs. MacNeil finds time for her 
children, her friends, and her mu- 
sic. The MacNeil home at College 
Point overlooks the Sound, with its 
fleet of yachts and pleasure craft. It 
is a quiet, beautiful spot where 
plants and children grow in the 
sunshine, and yet is within easy 


reach of New York 
City. In the summer- 
time, Mr. MacNeil is 
often to be found at 
work in the open air 
back of his studio, ei- 
ther in front of a model- 
ing stand or in a di- 
minutive garden. When 
the tide comes in, he 
and his boys throw 
down their tools and 
hasten into their bath- 
ing suits for an hour of 
recreation. In an atmo- 
sphere of natural and 
unrestrained joy, the 
sculptors MacNeil live 
their lives and do their 
chosen work, 


A surprise among the il- 
lustrations is the photo 
of the studio which 
seems to be a design of George 
Maher. Covered with shingles and 
boulders, the studio is like Maher de- 
signs of the 1890s. The bay resembles 
those on Maher's own house in 
Kenilworth, Illinois, and the arched 
window above it is like those Maher 
placed on the Wausau library and on 
Watkins buildings in Winona, Minne- 
sota. The pergola connecting the stu- 
dio to the unseen house seems 
Maheresque as well. He put pergolas 
on the Lamborn House in Highland 
Park and the Taylor House in Oak 
Park, Illinois. Note the headless 
"winged victory" copy on the bay. 
She was a favorite of progressive ar- 
chitects and artists. 


Later a studio was added for Carol. In 
a January 1916 letter to Elizabeth 
Maher, Carol wrote, with Virginia 
Woolfian overtones: 


How I want you to see my studio. 
Hermon gave it to me for a Xmas 
present and you can't imagine how 
happy I am to have a place of my 
own. Tell Philip we used his plan 
but put the skylight on the north 
side and made it a foot longer by 
adding on the old porch... 


We have no picture for this studio de- 
signed by Philip Maher. 
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Inside the MacNeil studio. Plaster castings of antique sculptures are positioned about the room. Such castings were once 
considered essential to knowledge in an America with limited original art. World's Work. 


The New York City Landmarks Pres- 
ervation Commission called back to 
say the MacNeil House and Studio 
are not city landmarks. The person 
who called didn't know if the build- 
ings are still there. 


Besides the sculptures mentioned or 
shown, the Holden article included 
these by Carol, "Buona Noti," "The 
Tear-Drop," "Young Giotto," and a 
vase, samovar and chafing dish, and. 
these by Hermon, "burial of Pere 
Marquette" from the Marquette 
Building, Chicago; "The Sun Vow," 
"The Coming of the White Man," 

a group for the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition in St. Louis in 1904, a 
bust of Beatrice Longmans, two 
named "The Primitive Chant," "The 
Zephyr," and "The Moqui Runner." 


Lorado Taft's papers in the University 
of Illinois Archives at the Main Li- 
brary in Urbana, include photos of 
these sculptures by Hermon MacNeil: 
"Agnese," "Column of Progress," 
"The Coming of the White Man," 
"Lincoln the Lawyer," a memorial to 
John W. Alexander, "The Primitive 
Chant," his groups for the Patten 
Gymnasium at Northwestern Univer- 
sity (1908-09, demolished) in 
Evanston, Illinois, designed by 
Maher, "Pilgrim Fathers," and "The 
Sun Vow." 


Sources: The History of American Sculp- 
ture, Lorado Taft, The Macmillan Company, 
New York, 1924. Jens Jensen, Maker of 
Natural Parks and Gardens, Robert Grese, 
The Johns Hopkins University Press, Balti- 
more, Maryland, 1992. Modern Tendencies 
in Sculpture, Lorado Taft, University of Chi- 
cago Press, Chicago, 1921. "The Sculptors 
MacNeil," Jean Stansbury Holden, World's 
Work, October 1907. Lorado Taft, Sculptor 
and Citizen, Ada Bartlett Taft, published by 


Mary Taft Smith, Greensboro, North Caro- 
lina, 1946. Jean Stansbury Holden, bio- 
graphical information, Ask Art.com. Walter 
Hines Page, the Southern as American, 
1855-1918, John Milton Cooper Jr., Univer- 
sity of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina, 1977. Walter Hines Page 
and The World's Work, 1900-13, Robert 
Rusnak, University Press of America, Wash- 
ington D.C., 1982. Information about the 
Lorado Taft papers is on the web// 
128.174.36.155/projects/Taft/. 
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C. 


Places 


Arts & crafts 
& Prairie 
conference 
unfolds in 
October 


With the Pleasant 
Home Foundation 

and the Unity Temple 
Restoration Founda- 
tion, both of Oak 
Park, [linois, as 
sponsors, the Arts & 
Craft and the Prairie 
School conference 
will be October 19- 
21, 2001, in Oak 
Park and elsewhere in 
the Chicago area. 
Friday's program will 
begin with a lecture 
and tour at the River 
Forest Women's Club 
(1913, Drummond & 
Guenzel, architects). 
Saturday will include 
programs at Unity 
Temple designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright, 
a tour to Kenilworth, 
with a visit to 
Maher's own home 
there, and Crabtree 
Farm in Lake Bluff, 
and a reception at the 
Michael FitzSimmons 
gallery in Chicago, 
where anew show 
titled "The Nature of 
Ornament: Louis 
Sullivan, Frank Lloyd 
Wright and the 
Prairie School" will 
be opening. On 
Sunday there will be 
an open house at 
Pleasant Home 

(1897, Maher) and an 
afternoon tour to 3ix 
Prairie style houses in 
Oak Park. For 
information, call 708- 
383-2654. 


Another look at the Blinn House in California 

This past summer, our indexer, the Oak Park (Illinois) historian and librarian Carol Kelm, 
visited Pasadena, California. We asked her to take pictures of the Blinn House (1906), 
whose first owners, Edmund and Kate Blinn, were from Oak Park. We wanted the context, 
the way it fit into its neighborhood and what was on either side. She found another house, a 
big-porched arts and crafts style house, on its right and a building on the left. 


The Blinns, who were in the 
lumber business, moved to 
Pasadena from Oak Park, 
where they had lived in 
another Maher-designed 
house for a few years. 


Left, Blinn House, and above, at center—end of the row. 
_””””””:«C aS 


To the right 
of the Blinn 
House, this 
arts and 
crafts-style 
house. 


To the 
left of the 
Blinn 
House. 


Photos 
by Carol 
Kelm. 
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C) 


New in Traverse City, Michigan... 

is this office building with Maherian 
characteristics. Most reminiscent is 
the entrance, with its segmental arch 
and canted columns. We saw this 
while visiting in Michigan in August. 
GWMQ photos. 


Mrs. Blinn of Pasadena named 
For those keeping track of such 
things, we publish Mrs. Blinn's first 
name and middle initial for the first 
time. She was Kate M. Blinn, 52 
years old at the time of our source, 
the 1920 U.S. Census and its 
Soundex. Edmund was 57. With them 
were daughter Mildred 24, sons 
Warren 22, and Robert 20, and a 
John Reed, 8, listed as a grandson. 
Kate Blinn was born in fowa. (After 
years of frustration with using the old 
censuses, we're becoming used to 
them; we read them at the Wisconsin 
Historical Society, our place of other 
employment in Madison, where the 
workers and volunteers are always 


helpful). 


Wausau hosts events, 
celebrates houses 


Wausau is one of a handful of places 
with Maher houses open to the 
public. The Marathon County His- 
torical Society owns the Yawkey 
House remodeled by Maher in 1907- 
08 and the Woodson House built in 
1913-14. The society always has a 
busy calendar, and here's a list of 
some recent events: 


* Garden party, August 16, 2001, to 
christen new porch floor and railings 
for the Yawkey House. 

* Northwoods regional local history 
meeting, September 22, with a 
lecture by this newsletter's editor on 
Maher's work in Wisconsin. Local 
preservationist and city Alderperson 
Kathy Anderson guided a tour 
through the Andrew Warren Historic 
District (National Register of Historic 
Places) which includes Maher's 
Stewart House (1906) and the Winton 
House (1905-06, demolished) site. 

* Appraisal Fair, September 29, in the 
Woodson House. 

¢ Annual membership dinner, October 
3, Woodson House church annex. 

¢ "The Dinner of the Century: An 
Elegant Evening of History," seven 
courses, wine and musicians to 
observe the 100th anniversary of the 
Yawkey House. 


Books, 
research 


Why we say “house” 

This explanation for the use of 
"house," as in Schultz House, seems 
as good as any I've seen. It's from 
a book on the Tugendhat Villa 
(1929-30), the house designed by 
Mies van der Rohe in Brno, Czech 
Republic. In this book—title shown 
under source—we read that "the 
term ‘villa’ had had a negative 
slant since the beginning of the 
reform movement of the nine- 
teenth century." So it was suc- 


ceeded by "country house," in 
homage to enthusiasm for the English 
country house. This too, dropped 
from favor, being considered "no 
longer compatible with buildings 
affirming the achievements of the 
technical age, socially responsible 
and oriented towards the future." 
Next came "house," an all-purpose 
description "used for residential 
buildings in general, regardless of 
size and standard, a term which 
semantically obscured a social 
distinction—an ideal which proved 
impossible to achieve both then and 
subsequently: the categorical equiva- 
lency of cottage and passage." 


Source: Ludwig Mies van der 
Rohe, the Tugendhat House, 
Daniela Hammer-Tugendhat and 
Wolf Tegethoff, editors, Springer- 
Verlag Wien, New York, 2000. 


Motif meaning: tulip 

The tulip, seen in our last issue as 
a Maher motif in the Rudolph 
House (1907) in Highland Park, 
Illinois, is associated with fertility 
and resurrection, we read in the 
New York Times. Their source 
was Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, the 
James Duncan Phillips Professor 
of History and Director of the 
Charles Warren Center for Studies 
in American History at Harvard. "The 
tulip motif came from England," she 
said. "In America you see it on 
pulpits and gravestones, in textiles 
and on Hadley chests. Fertility is 
what these chests are about: marriage, 
procreation, and the perpetuation of 
one's biological identity." Hadley 
chests were made in the upper 
Connecticut River Valley in the 18th 
century. Maher's motif-rhythm theory, 
however, doesn't allow much room for 
such antique meanings. Maher found 
his motifs in the interests of his 
clients and the places they chose for 
the houses he made for them. 


Source: "Deerfield Snags Rare 
Bird," Wendy Moonan, New York 
Times, August 24, 2001. 


Pleasant Home's Volunteer News 


gets new editor 
She's Gina Trippi, the new assistant 
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director for Pleasant Home (1897), 
the big house Maher designed for 
John and Mamie Farson in Oak Park, 
Illinois. She introduced herself in an 
article titled "on the road with 
George W. Maher." Trippi mentioned 
Maher's trip to New Orleans in March 
1902, documented in a letter to his 
parents dated March 26. New Or- 
leans is Trippi's hometown. She used 
to work in the Gingko Tree Bookshop 
at the Frank Lloyd Wright Home and 
Studio, also Oak Park. She has a 
communications and retailing back- 
ground. 


Source: Volunteer News, Pleasant 
Home Foundation, August 2001. 


Web site: Maplewood Hotel 

on line 

Remodeled by George Maher in 
1923, the Maplewood in downtown 
Saugatuck, Michigan, now has its 
own web page. It's at www.maple- 
woodhotel.com. Here's what the site 
says about Maher's work done after 
the hotel was purchased by Frank and 
Carrie Wicks: 


Though the Wicks were of modest 
means, Frank secured the services 
of George W. Maher, a renowned 
Chicago architect who owned a 
summer home in neighboring 
Douglas. Maher, who is considered 
one of the important Prairie School 
style architects, blended aspects of 
traditional homes with the influ- 
ence of European Arts & Crafts 
style. This influence was achieved 
by raising four twenty-five-foot 
columns at the front of the hotel, 
masking its prior colonial style 
with a more formal Greek Revival 
appearance. Though Maher is 
known to have built several family 
cottages in the area, the majority of 
his work was done in Evanston, 
Kenilworth, Oak Park, Illinois, and 
various neighborhoods in the city 
of Chicago. 


What are traditional homes? How 
does the front of the Maplewood 
télate to tradition and arts and crafts? 
Oh well, it's a web site. With a 
historic photo of the remodeled 
building. 


Rockledge set on its bluff above the Mississippi River in Minnesota. Photo, 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, WWW (site includes other Rockledge pieces). 


Historical Design 
sells, lends Rockledge 
items to Milwaukee 


Historical Design, the New York 
decorative arts business of Daniel 
Morris and Denis Gallion, offers 
some Maher online and at the Mil- 
waukee Art Museum. 


Go to their web site (www.historical- 
design.com) to see the wonderful 
photo on the next page of the salt and 
pepper set from the silver designed by 
George Maher for Grace (Watkins) 
and Ernest King at their summer 
home near Winona, Minnesota. 
Morris and Gallion date the silver to 
1912. The unattributed photo is 
stunning. The pepper is container- 
ized, the salt open with a glass liner. 
The pieces are described: 
"Handwrought sterling with repousse 
lily motif and conjoined E.G.K. 
Executed in 'Martele! silver by the 
Gorham Silver Co., Providence, R.I." 
E.G.K. is, of course, for Ernest and 
Grace King. The pepper's height is 4 
1/4 inches. The salt's diameter is 3 1/ 
4 inches. These are for sale. No price 
is shown. 


Gallion and Morris purchased many 
Rockledge pieces which had long 
been stored by the King family. Three 
of them have been loaned to the 


Milwaukee Art Museum and are 
being shown in a rather haphazard 
way just outside the recently opened 
American Collections. The pieces 
from 
Histori- 
cal 
Design 
are a 
table 
lamp 
and two 
sconces. 
These 
pieces, 
as well 
as 12 
pieces 
of Rockledge flatware owned by the 
museum, are displayed in a cramped 
case in a sort of hallway with 


Rockledge table lamp. Bos- 
ton Museum of Fine Arts 
photo. 


Entrance hall at Rockledge. The 
table lamp is at far right. Western 
Architect, March 1914. 


restrooms at one side, elevators at 
another, a stairway in the center, and 
the American Collections at the other 
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side. Furniture by Frank 
Lloyd Wright is nearby, 
looking just as stranded 
as the Maher pieces. 


The table lamp, one of 
Maher's finest pieces, 
has been shown here 
before. It's had several 
owners since the Kings 
sold it. One was a 
Robert Edwards, 
another was a movie 
star (which one I've 
forgotten), and Gallion 
and Morris. The lamp is 
made from brass, 
bronze, and art glass 
with lead cames 
showing tiger lilies. 
Maher's motifs for 
Rockledge were the lily 
and the segmental arch. 
No maker is given, 
though I believe, based 
on letters in the collec- 
tion of the Winona 
County Historical 
Society, that it was 
made by Willy Lau, a 
frequent Maher collabo- 
rator. Lau, whose studio 
was in the Fine Arts 
Building in Chicago, 
specialized in light 
fixtures, though he did 
other work for 
Rockledge. Letters in 
June and October 1912 
between Lau and the 
Kings mention portable 
lamps. 


New to me at the Milwaukee museum 
were the two sconces. These have the 
segmental arch at the top. Bare bulbs 
provide light; there are no shades; 
they're turned on by simple pull 
chains. | have no photo; my drawing 
of their shapes is on this page. I 
believe Lau made these. 


My drawing of the Rockledge sconces at the Milwau- 
kee Art Museum. 
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eader sees picture, thinks Maher 
‘gruff...tough” 


Letters, email 


Email (received as letter), July 17, 2001, 
from a reader in Brookfield, Ilinois. "(In 
part)...got interested in a house supposedly 
by P.B. Maher. It is the Neil Hurley house, 
914 Ashland, River Forest (Illinois), 1925. 
The house is listed as significant in the 
National Landmark nomination but no 
architect is listed. It was open for a church 
housewalk in the 1980s and the docents 
said it was by Philip B. Maher... Do you 
have anything in your files?" We've since 
visited and will show the house in a future 
issue. 


Email, 
August 1, 
2001, 
froma 
reader in 
Chicago. 
"There is 
a Ridge 
Road 
through 
Wilmette, 
Kenilworth 
and into 
Winnetka, 
on the 
West Side 
of the 


suspect that the subdivision referred to was 
in Western Kenilworth, on or near the then 
North Shore Golf Club... The personal 
property tax' referred to was a terrible tax, 
striking the unwary only. It has, long since, 
been abolished... Thank you for the 
coverage of the Lackner House in 
Kenilworth... Old Mr. Lackner was the 
lawyer of choice in Chicago's German- 
American community." 


Email, August 8, 2001, from a reader in 
Madison, Wisconsin. "I'm a little disap- 
pointed at our poor George and his mushy 
letters. | guess from that one photo of him 
with gray hair and a gruff face I thought he 
was a tough guy. Maybe I was tangled up 
in the FLIW myth." The photo she refers to 
is here in the first column. FLTW=Frank 
Lloyd Wright. 


Kenilworth house for sale: $1,365,000 


At left: One of the 
houses Maher designed 
for the Kenilworth 
Beach development of 
the early 1920s is for 
sale for $1,365,000. A 
Chicago Tribune story 
described Maher as 
"the other architect’ of 
the Prairie School style, 

ae often overshadowed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright." What this shows is how much more recognized 
Maher is today than a few years ago. About the house, the Tribune 
said: "Long but nonetheless wide-bodied, this George Maher-designed 
home at 138 Abingdon Ave. in Kenilworth looms over its neighbor- 
hood like an ocean liner." Plus: "He is credited with the development 
of the motif rhythm method, which uses the form of an indigenous 
plant as the underlying motif for a project. Among the 100-plus homes 
Maher designed in the Chicago area, most are in the suburbs, with 
more than 40 in Kenilworth alone. Completed in November 1922, this 
10-room Tudor-inspired house on Abingdon was one of Maher's last 
works." The first owners of the unflowered house were Harold and 
Catherine Tideman. More information: Susan Sheehan, Prudential 
Preferred Properties, 847-898 1-8017. www.prpref.com. 


Source: "From 'the other architect," from "In the Loop," Chicago 
Tribune, September 30, 2001. Prudential Preferred Properties web 
site, October 6, 2001. Photo: Prudential web site. 


Maher for sale in Waukon 


Photos from the Rex Blake Real Estate web site show recent view of 
Hager House exterior and the built-in sideboard in the dining room. 


"Prairie Architecture Masterpiece" says the sale information about 
Maher's house for John and Grace Hager House (1913-14), 17 4th 
Ave., N.W., in Waukon, lowa. Among descriptives are these: "exquis- 
ite foyer and staircase with beautiful leaded and stained glass high- 
lights featuring original ‘poppy’ design," "bookcases with 'poppy' 
stained glass insets," and oak, maple, mahogany, birch, walnut wood- 
work and fleoring. One hopes that the new owner will be a good 
caretaker. It's listed at $187,500. Information: Rex Blake Real Estate, 
30 Spring Avenue, Waukon IA 52172, 563-568-4549, 

www rexreal.com. 
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View of Wausau 


in 1917 


Purchased at a Delafield, 
Wisconsin, antique store, 
this postcard (E.A. Bishop, 
Pub., Racine, Wisconsin) 
shows Wausau's downtown 
about 10 years after Maher's 
library was finished in 

1907. The library is near 
the center. In the foreground 
is the Wisconsin River. This 
card was mailed in July 
1917 by Lucille to Ruth 
Kiest in Lincoln, Illinois. 


A Weekend Exploration 


OCTOBER 19, 20 & 21, 2001 


Presented by: 
Pleasant Home Foundation 
Unity Temple Restoration Foundation 


ART/ & CRAFT/ AND 
THE PRAIRIE. /CHOOL 


Some calendar material was found in 


House Beautiful for November 2001, HB 


remains a good information source. 


Calendar 


Events 


October 19-21, 2001. Arts 
and crafts-Prairie School 
conference and "experi- 
ence." Pleasant Home, Oak 
Park, Illinois. Information, 
708-383-2654. 


April 22, 2002. "The Life of 


George Washington Maher,” 
lecture by Kathleen Roy 
Cummings, Chicago archi- 
tectural historian. 
Saugatuck-Douglas (Michi- 
gan) Historical Society 
lecture series. 


Exhibitions: before and 
after progressivism 


screens, her life. Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York. Also a 
book of the same title from Yale 
University Press. 


November 20, 2001-March 10, 
2002. "Russel Wright: Creating 
American Lifestyle." Dinnerware, 
furniture, appliances, textiles by 

aes industrial 
designer Russel 
Wright (1904- 
76); his own 
house "Dragon 
Rock" (1942-), 
too, near the 
Hudson River 
north of 
Peekskill, New 
York. Cooper- 


Pia 


4 
i 
ra 


Hewitt, National Design Museum, 
New York. 


c 
= 


Through January 6, 
2002. "Candace 
Wheeler: The Art and 
Enterprise of American 
Design, 1875-1900." 
Reviving Wheeler 
(1827-1924), designer 


of interiors in the 
Women's Building at 


the World's Columbian 
Exposition of 1893 in 
Chicago. Textiles, 
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With this issue, 
we've reached the 
last issue about 
George Maher's life. 
Three more issues 
about the Maher 
family will follow 
in 2002. 
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"Much 
improved" 


"Much improved" said the doctors at 
the Milwaukee Sanitarium (now the 
Milwaukee Psychiatric Hospital) in 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, when they 
discharged George Maher on Decem- 
ber 14, 1925. As is now known, 
Maher was better but not altogether 
improved. The discharge, shown 
above at right, has some errors. His 
address is listed as Kenilworth, 
Wisconsin, rather than Illinois. 
Someone typed that Maher had a 
college education; he didn't. This 
misinformation was gathered or 
assumed when the architect was 
admitted to the sanitarium in August 
1924. That's evident because the later 
discharge date, condition and diagno- 
sis of "involutional melancholia" are 
in lighter type from a different or 
worn typewriter ribbon. The diagnosis 
should have told what was coming. 
Involutional melancholia is now 
called "major depression." We don't 
recognize the words used at the 
Milwaukee Sanitarium because they 
have dropped from anything like 
common use. Symptoms of major 
depression include altered mood, loss 
of interest, 
sometimes 
insomnia, 
the latter 
being 
Maher's 
fear. Major 
depression 
often occurs, 
when it does 
occur, in 
late middle 
age, and is 


Maher house, 
Kenilworth. Inland Ar- 
chitect and News 
Record, October 1895. 
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a trip through Maher's last days and 
just after. Most of what happened to 
him after he left Wauwatosa is really 
unknown (so far). We can assume that 
Maher returned to his and his wife 
Elizabeth's home, the one he designed 
in 1893 at 424 Warwick Road in 
Kenilworth, Illinois. The house was 
full enough. His father-in-law, the 
artist Alden Brooks, was there. 
Brooks, 85, lived with his children 
after his wife Ellen died in 1922. 
Also in the Maher household was the 
Mahers' niece, Violet Wyld, 19. She 


his 60th birthday on December 25 at 
home with his wife Elizabeth and 
family, including nephew Merle 
Wyld whose birthday was also 
December 25. We can assume that 
time passed quite peacefully for a 
while. Sometime in 1926, (first name 
unknown) Barker, who had been 
Maher's male attendant before the 
Wauwatosa sanitaritum months, 
returned as Maher's attendant— 
caregiver, caretaker, keeper? Later or 
perhaps earlier, the Mahers, various 
members of their extended family, 
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Somewhat coincidentally, the Chicago 
Tribune provided this update on Loeb 
and Leopold in prison on September 11, 
1926. The Loeb family lived across the 
street from the flats designed by George 
Maher for Dr. Joseph DeLee and the 
Schoenfelds in 1909. That interested 
GWM Editor Donald Aucutt a lot in 
earlier issues because he wondered how 
the estimable Dr. DeLee and his ex- 
tended family and the lesser known 
Schoenfelds had reacted to the Loeb 
melee and attraction after the Franks 
murder, and what they all thought about 
Richard Loeb even before that. 


including Violet and Merle Wyld, 
and most 


Saugatuck area of Michigan. Other 
small places nearby were Ganges 
which was closest, and Fennville and 
South Haven. The houses were 
designed by Maher: "Hilaire" (1905- 
06) for his own family, another house 
for his wife's parents, and "Landis 


Lodge" (1910) for his widowed sister 


Mary Hooker and her family. 


September 11, 1926 


This Saturday was a warm late 
summer day in western Michigan. 
The Chicago 
Tribune forecast 
(see barometer at 
right) fair to dry 
for the day, with 
rain and cooler 
later, a high 
temperature of 71 
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BARB ELER. 
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degrees, and the 
60s and 50s after midnight on 
September 12. 


September 12, 1926 


It rained in the area on Sunday the 
12th—1.28 inches altogether. The 
temperature was in the high 50s at 
South Haven in early morning. So 
the day was warm again and 
perhaps wet when Maher walked 
out of the house and into the 
garage nearby. 


The only noncontemporaneous 
published account of Maher's 

death is this one by Kit Lane in her 
book The Popcorn Millionaire and 
Other Tales of Saugatuck. She based 
it on newspaper stories and what 
Merle Wyld remembered. 


After his (Maher's) release he came 

to Michigan to spend some time at 

Hilaire with a male attendant and 
several family members. 


likely Early Sunday morning, 
Barker September 12, 1926, the 
went to the family was unable to 
family's locate him, and roused 
summer residents in all the 
homes next buildings in Hilaire. It 
to Lake was Violet Wyld and her 
Michigan brother, Merle, who 

in the —_— found him dead in his 
Douglas- Hilaire in 1919. Family photo. car in the garage of the 


bungalow. He had shot himself in 
the head, first carefully rolling 
down the opposite window of the 
car, apparently to avoid breaking 
the glass with the bullet. 


Lane's account was first I'd seen to 
mention the "male attendant." Merle 
Wyld told me that the attendant's last 
name was Barker; he couldn't remem- 
ber his first name. Perusal of city 
directories resulted in the names of 
many woman nurses but no man 
named Barker who was a nurse or 
something related. 


One summer day in 1994, on my way 
back to Wisconsin from a visit and 
stay at the Mary Hooker bungalow, 
which is now owned by her grandson 
and his wife, I talked to Merle Wyld 
about his uncle's death. Here's what 
Merle, then 87, remembered. He was 
18 in 1926 and his sister 20. Merle 
was staying in his grandfather's house 
and Violet in the Maher house. 


Hilaire garage at new site. GWMOQ. 


Who found George Maher? "She 
(Violet) came and got me and took 
me to the garage, so she must have 
found him." 


What was the time of the suicide? 
"Early morning." 


How did you react? When Merle 
didn't answer, his wife Betty said, 
"Merle was more interested in the 
way he rolled his window down." 


How did Elizabeth Maher react? "I 
think Aunt Bess broke down and 
cried. I don't remember anybody 
getting excited." 


How was George Maher before the 
suicide? "Depressed, more de- 
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Obituary, Chicago Daily News, 
September ?, 1926. 


pressed." 


What was Barker doing before 
the suicide? "I guess Barker 
was around because he was 
with him." Merle recalled 
Barker as a "likable guy," 
shorter and thinner than 
Maher. "I know we liked him. 
I can't think of anything 
particular about him." 


Where did Maher get a pistol? 
"He kept it there on the farm. 
He had it for some time. He 
kept it on a shelf there in the 
bungalow. I found it one time 
and looked at it but I didn't 
know how it worked." 


What kind of car did Maher 
kill himself in? "A Buick." 


What happened to the Buick? 
"I drove it to Holland, put it 
on the car ferry for the trip 
across Lake Michigan, then got 
it in Chicago and took it to 
Kenilworth. To get the car, I 
drove another car down to the 
car ferry, parked that, drove 
Uncle George's car to 
Kenilworth, went back to the 
car ferry, got my own car and 
drove home again." 


So there's the story, or two 
versions of it. Maher was 61. 


After: in the news 


The first newspaper report came 
one day later in the Holland 
Sentinel, the paper for the 
largest city in the area. That 
story, which appears here, says 
Elizabeth was the first to hear 
the gunshot. The "tonneau," 
which was where the Sentinel 
said she found him, was essen- 
tially the body of the car. Since 
most of the news reports will 
show here, I'm only commenting 
on exceptional details, meaning 
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Obituary, Holland (Michigan) Sentinel, 
September 13, 1926. 
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the ones that differ from Kit Lane's 
account and Merle Wyld's remem- 
brances. 


The Chicago Daily News had the 
story on September 13. The story, 
headlined, "Maher, Architect, Kills 
Selfin Auto," appears on this page. 
There is news about a coroner's jury 
in Ganges at which members of the 
Maher family testified. The jury had 
been told Maher was subject "to 
attacks of an ailment that caused 
severe headaches." 


The Chicago Daily Tribune reported 
the death on September 14. A slightly 
elaborated detail is that Maher 
complained to Elizabeth of a head- 
ache and went for a walk. 


The Evanston (Illinois) Review on 
September 16 emphasized his archi- 
tecture rather than his death. The 
story was headline, however, “Archi- 
tect Kills Self." 


The next day, September 17, the 
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Obituary, Evanston (Illinois) Review, September 16, 1926. 
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_ | GEORGE MAHER SHOOTS HIMSELF | 
y The community was greatly ahock- | 


| led by the tragic death of George 


ou the lake shore, 
ij morning, Mrs. Mary Hooker, sister 
(of Mrs. Maher, accompanied the body 
to Chicago, Monday, where the fune- 
ral was held, Mrs. Maher and father, 


nervous breakdown, three years ago, 


Association. viv 
widew and one gon, Phillip. 


Maher, who shot himself in his gar- |. 
age, at his summer home Hill-laire | 
early Sunday | 


Mr. Brooks, went to Chieago, Sunday | 
evening to make the arrangements. | 
Mr, Maher, for more than twenty | 
years, owned the farm and summer | 
home on the lake shore and was high- | 
ly respected by everyone who knew | 
him. He was a prominient Architect, | 
in Chiearo and before he suffered a) 


he was president of the Architectual | 
He ig survived by his! 


The Winnetka Talk 
story of September 18 
was mostly about 
Maher's architectural 
and design achieve- 
ments. Mary Hooker's 
last name was mis- 
spelled as Nooker. 


Winnetka Talk fol- 
lowed up October 2 
with a two-paragraph 
tribute to Maher and 
the debt owed him: 
"This debt, which 
cannot be paid in 
dollars and cents is 
due him for the beauty 
and comfort his 
planning has added to 
the entire north shore. 
From Evanston to 
Glencoe his planning, 


Obituary, Saugatuck (Michigan) Commercial-Record, 


September 17, 1926. 


Saugatuck Commercial-Record 
reported that George's sister Mary 
Hooker went to Chicago when 
Maher's body did. Mary is incorrectly 
said to be Elizabeth Maher's sister. 


materialized into 
buildings and village 
layouts, has given a quality to the 
north shore which has been of incal- 
culable benefit." Winnetka Talk 
concluded that Maher had "made 
beautiful homes for beautiful sur- 
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Maher photo, Chicago Daily Tri- 
bune, September 14, 1926. 


roundings." 


We'll call all the differing details the 
result of many different reporters 
telling the story. 


After: September 14, 1926, 
burial at Rose Hill 


On September 14, the Chicago 
Tribune announced the service: 
"Funeral Services at Rosehill chapel, 
Tuesday, 2:30 p.m. Interment pri- 
vate." Dr. William A. Colledge, 
pastor of the Kenilworth Union 
Church, presided. The place was 
Rosehill Cemetery at 5800 North 
Ravenswood Avenue in Chicago. 
Established in 1859 on a 350-acre 
site, the cemetery was named not for 
the flower but for Hiram Roe and his 
tavern on a nearby hill. It was next to 
the Chicago & North Western Rail- 
road line; it needed to be because 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly + October-December 2001 «5 


bodies were brought 
by train, though by 
the time Maher 
died, they were 
being delivered in 
motorized vehicles 
by funeral homes. 
The setting for the 
service was the 
Horatio N. May 
Chapel designed in 
1899 by Chicago 
architect Joseph L. 
Silsbee. Silsbee, 
who died in 1913, 
was Maher's last 
employer. There is 
room here to feel 
sentimental about 
the situation; I 
hardly need say 
why, though I will, 
the reason, or rather 
the unreason, being 
the relationship 
between the two 
men, employer and 
employee, counselor 
and counselee, and 
so forth. Actually 
there is no evidence 
that Silsbee and 
Maher were close, or 
that they had much 
contact after Maher 
left Silsbee's office 
in the late 1880s. 
Besides, the Mahers 
had had their Lot 
124 in Section 113 
for more than 20 
years. George's father Theophile was 
buried there in 1902, followed by his 
mother Sarah in 1903 and his sister 
Sophie in 1911. So, that's perhaps 
that. The May Chapel, a mix of 
Gothic and Romanesque, is a beauti- 
ful building, one of considerable 
dignity, one that Maher might have 
designed in the late 1880s or early 
1890s but likely not in 1899. By 
then, he had gone far beyond Silsbee. 


There is no cemetery record for the 
service, Rosehill tour guide and 
historian Jeanette Kovitz told us 
during a visit on a windy day in early 
December. So we (for now) can only 
guess that Elizabeth was there, and 
Philip and his wife Madeleine, Alden 


Silsbee's May Chapel at Rosehill Cemetery. 


Inside the May Chapel. 


Brooks, Mary Hooker and 
perhaps her children, other 
relatives. And that these 
people moved across the 
cemetery to the Maher plot, 
where George is buried with a 
simple granite marker. One of 
his urns is there. 


Rosehill has been owned since 1991 
by SCI, a Houston, Texas, company. 


After: government 
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Mater plot at Rosehill. Top, Elizabeth Maher 
left, George right. Bottom from left, Albert 
Maher, son of Philip and Madeleine Maher, 
Theophile Maher, Sarah Maher, Sophie 
Maher. Also here, the ashes of Philip Maher 
and Violet Wyld. Below, George's marker. 


Maher's death certificate was filed in 
Allegan County on October 5, 1926. 
Though newspaper stories mention a 
coroner's jury, Allegan County has no 


records of that. "I have been unable to 
locate any coroner's records from the 
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GEORGE W. MAHER 


the ending of the World Wer. 


QRN in Michigan on Chrictvas Day, 1864, 
By, Maher was identified with the architectural 
development of Chicage and its vicinity during their 
highly important formative era and daring the period 
of astinishing growth which has been going on siece 
As an architect he 
possessed to an unusual degree that business acumen 
which met guide any successful architectural prac- 
tice, alone with other somewhat different qualities 
which pertain to the sphere of esthetics. 
these qualities he posseaeed te an extent wholly 1101- 
usual that public spirit without the sapport af which 
many of the activities comnected with presentlay 
architecture weetld languish 1 net perish. He was 
a Fellow of the American lastitute of Architects and 
a past prevalent of the TInetitate’s Chicago chapter. 


Some of the architectural 
magazines commented 
on Maher's death rather 
briefly, others at some 
length. In December 
1926, the New York 
publication, the Archi- 
tectural Forum said, 

" .he possessed to an 
unusual degree that 
business acumen which 
must guide any success- 
ful architectural prac- 
tice." The American 
Architect, another New 
York magazine, printed a 
photo and praised Maher 


Added to 


Obituary, Architectural Forum, December 1926. 


1920s," county Clerk Joyce A. Watts 
wrote me in 1993, "During that 
period of time, the coroner was 
elected and there was no central 
office for them to conduct their 
work." 


After: the professional response 


as "a well bred, cultured 
gentleman with scholarly 
and artistic proficiency 
in his profession." They continued: 

" his course was marked by the 
gentlest courtesy toward those with 
whom he was associated." In their 
obituary's last sentence, American 
Architect mistakenly said Maher was 
born in Michigan rather than West 
Virginia. 


The Western Architect, published in 
Chicago, wrote about Maher in the 


October 1926 issue. The Western 
Architect editors described him as 
"an active force for architectural and 
civic betterment." They gave him 
credit again for advocating restora- 
tion of the fine arts building on the 
grounds of the World's Columbian 
Exposition of 1893. In the November 
issue, editor Robert Craik McLean 
positioned Maher in a group of 
architects—the others unnamed— 
"that has more largely contributed to 
the high quality in social advance- 
ment which Chicago has attained." 
Wrote McLean: "In common with 
members of this group he (Maher) 
was imbued with the spirit of doing a 
days' work with all individual artistic 
skill, and at the same time, in asso- 
ciation or individually, planning for 
civic betterment, using time and 
influence to accomplish the desired 
end." McLean described Maher's 
work: 


In an architectural practice cover- 
ing a quarter of a century, he gave 
toa community, Kenilworth; to 
education, the Patten Gymnasium 
of Northwestern University; to 
industry, the planning code and 
gateway to the steel city of Gary, 
Indiana, which a former Chicago 
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architect had made a livable place 
by designing practical and artistic 
houses for the workmen. These are 
among the visible works of his 
hand and brain that stand high as 
records of his professional achieve- 
ments. 
McLean attributed Maher's death to 
"a too-constant strain upon a sensitive 
nature, and the demands made upon a 
none-too-robust constitution... finally 
brought the break-down two years 
ago, and caused his tragic death..." 
None of the architectural magazines 
mentioned how Maher died. 


McLean concluded with praise for 
Philip Maher: 


His son, Philip W. Maher, who has 
been his father's associate for a 
number of years, is carrying on the 
practice and continuing to contrib- 
ute in full measure to the up- 
building of the community in 
which his father played so interest- 
ing and helpful a part. 


Philip's middle initial was "B" for 
Brooks, not W. 


After: what Philip Maher wrote 


Much later, in his autobiography in 
the 1970s, Philip Maher, still main- 
taining that his father had a brain 
tumor (see earlier issues for com- 
ments on that), wrote: 


During his sixties the tumor 
became worse, and he spent more 
and more time at the Michigan 
Farm, leaving me to run the office, 
which with an excellent staff, I was 
able to do without difficulty, when 
because of the great pain he 
constantly suffered from he took 
his own life with a gun, at the farm. 
This came as a great shock to me, 
about two years after I had become 
married, as I admired and loved 
him a great deal and he had been 
such a good father to me. 


Life, of course, went on. In 1926, 
Philip Maher was commissioned to 
build a house on a bluff above the 
Mississippi River for a member of the 
King family in Minnesota. The house, 
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which would be 
called 
"Kingswere," 
would bea 
wedding present 
from Ernest and 
Grace (Watkins) 
King to their 
daughter Mary 
Eleanor. The style 
was French and 
nothing like the 
house next to it. 
That house was 
"Rockledge" 
(1911-13) de- 
signed by George 
Maher for the 
Kings. The Kings, 
owners of the 
Watkins door-to- ij 
door goods ii icnmorees 
empire,hadsome Philip Maher. 
sort of 
infatua- 
tion with 
the 
Mahers 
as 

archi- 
tects—a 
justified 
one. 


Sources 
(in- 
clude): 


George Maher's "Rockledge." 


"Health Failing, 
Noted Architect 
Kills Himself," 
Chicago Tri- 
bune, September 
14, 1926. 
"Illinois Archi- 
tect Takes Own 
Life at Cottage 
at Ganges," 


| 


Holland Senti- Philip Maher's "Kingswere." 


nel, September 

13, 1926. "Maher, Architect, Kills 
Self in Auto," Chicago Daily News, 
September 13, 1926. Philip B. Maher 
autobiography, Kenilworth, Illinois, 
March 21, 1978. The Popcorn 
Millionaire and Other Tales of 
Saugatuck, Kit Lane, Pavilion Press, 
Saugatuck/Douglas, Michigan, 1991. 
Involutional melancholia, information 
via Iverson Software Co., Fridley, 
Minnesota; Mental Health Resources 


with Leonard 
Holmes, Ph.D; 
psychiatry 
glossary, 
AllWords.com; 
Washington 
Post article, 
March 15, 
1998. "The 
Weather,” 
Chicago 
Tribune, 
September 11, 
1926. Weather 
for South 
Haven, Michi- 
gan, September 
1926, Online 
Record of 
Climatological 
Observations, 
noaa.gov, email 
from W- 
Grr.Web- 
master- 
@noaa.- 


Elizabeth 
Wyld 
interview, 
Septem- 
ber 28, 
1994, 


Note 

Another Chicago 
architect who 
died during 1926 
was Charles Van 
Doren Shaw at 57 
on May 6. 


Architecture 
1922-23 
Vincent 
House, 
another 
George's 
Georgian 


This house, located 
at 6801 South 
Constance Avenue " is aed 
in Chicago's Sem rel = oe Hee Lia 
landmarked Jackson : 
Park Highlands ‘ : 3 posts _ i comens 
District, is one of = . a — ry ica 
those neocolonial ee : Mi 

houses George Vincent House in Chicago. GWMQ 
Maher produced in 

an accomplished manner, if not in any The J ackson 
way particularly related to the style Park Highlands 


he is known for. Though George District is 
Maher's name is on the permits atthe directly south of 
Chicago City Jackson Park, 
Hall-County 5 the site of the 
Building 1893 World's 
(which has Columbian 
sculptures by Exposition. 
Maher's Frank Bennett, 
brother-in- an alderman, 
law Hermon lawyer and real 
MacNeil on estate entrepre- 
the Clark neur, developed 
Street side), the neighbor- 
it would : hood as an 80- 
seem thatthe | = __| acre subdivision 
work was or = in i90s: George 
Circled black area is and Phili 
done by Jackson Park Highlands P 
someoneelse Historic District south of Maher, whose 
inhis office,  Zackson Park. two houses are at 
which by 6909 South 
1922 was on Cregier and 6801 


Erie Street, and quite likely done by South Bennett, 
his son Philip. Philip appreciated the | are among 75 
various retro styles more than George architects who 


whose early writing invoked the worked here. lil 
architectural past for inspirationnot  AboutGeorge’s 
imitation. Most like the George ae House, arpensoxmogr ii cme: ton en eet 

1 : e Chicago arlier colonials. Above, King House o J in Evanston. 
etter ee io (Fein pele staff Below. Ross House of 1919-20 in Wausau. GWMQ. 
used elsewhere to extend a house into Wrote, "...itwas undoubtedly one of _ returned to the colonial revival." 
its mostly natural place, that beinga _ his last designs after he had aban- Besides the Chicago house, he did 
city lot. doned his early innovations and similarly scaled colonials in 
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Above, the Vincent House. Note pergola at left in center 
photo; also similarity of front dormer and entrance sur- 
round to that of the May House (1920) in Kenilworth, Illi- 
nois, GWMOQ photos. 


Evanston, Illinois; Wausau, Wiscon- 
sin, and Kenilworth, Illinois. The 
King House (1911) on Ashland 
Avenue in Evanston, shown on the 
previous page, seems colonial leav- 
ened by the horizontality of the 
Prairie style and the 
arts and crafts style. 
For example, he 
stretched the window 
grouping above the 
entrance by placing 
panels between the 
three windows, so 
that both entrance 
and window set were 
about the same 
width. Also, he used 
the same entrance 
door and sidelight 
combination he'd 


ss as in 
“te 


tei 2 2 Ee 


either side of the entrance— 
windows with larger central 
panels and two smaller ones 
at either side. In 1920, 
Maher made a simpler 
colonial in Kenilworth. The 
May House has a symmetri- 
cal block body and side 
porch. Above the front 
entrance is a broken pediment. Two 
years later, the Vincent House was 
much like the Kenilworth house, with 
nearly identical entrance surround 
and dormer. A difference is first-floor 
windows elongated to French doors. 


In 1902, for his sister 
Mary Hooker's house 
in Wilmette, Illinois, 

Maher used the same 


Maher's 1902 house for his sister Mary Hooker in Wilmette, Illinois. Same 
basic shape as for his colonial houses. Stucco cladding, hipped roof, arched 
door and shield ornament are the differences. GWMO. 


introduced years 
before. Nearly 10 
years later in Wausau 


King House, Evanston, en- 
trance, with sidelights mi- 
nus fanlights, unlike origi- 
nal colonials. GWMO. 


for the much larger Ross House 


(1919-20), these modifications to the 
colonial style were gone. Entrance 
sidelights and a fanlight properly 
surround the door. He continued to 
adjust the style, however, putting 
Chicago-style "picture" windows at 


door and sidelight 
configuration as on 
the King House. 
GWMO. 


The commissioner William W. 
Vincent was in the insurance busi- 
ness. He was asalesman for W.A. 
Alexander & Company, offices at 
134 South La Salle Street in Chi- 


cago, in 1923. By 1928, he had his 
own insurance business, W.W. 
Vincent & Co., at 175 West Jackson 
Boulevard. Since the 1930 U.S. 
census has not been released for 
public use, we're unaware of the 
names of his wife and whatever 
number of children they may or may 
not have had. 


City permits show the house cost 
$22,000. The contractor was Joslyn 
Bros. 


Early on, George Maher was inter- 
ested in the colonial revival style and 
labeled houses colonial. A look at the 
McAlesters' Field Guide to American 
Houses shows that his use of the style 
follows the same progression as most 
other architects. One could go on and 
on about the ways his colonial style, 
or Georgian, using the terms some- 
what interchangeably, even if slightly 
inappropriate to do so, differ from 
true colonial or Georgian. That 
doesn't seem entirely useful, though, 
and hardly valid because the style is 
peripheral for Maher. Until his illness 
in 1923, Maher remained a progres- 
sive architect. 


Sources: Jackson Park Highlands District, 
report, Commission on Chicago Landmarks, 
October 1988; survey information, March 6, 
1986—thanks to staff for sharing material. 
Chicago city directories, 1923, 1928. Site 
visits. McAlester's Field Guide to American 
Houses. Note: W.W. Vincent not found in 
Who's Who in Chicago or Social Register of 
Chicago. 
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Architecture 
details 


Maher & sandstone 


Sometimes convergence makes 
obvious what has been overlooked. 
One such recent connecting came 
about because of 
BANDS the Pleasant 
SHITEC Home/Unity 
sai face Llemple arts and 
crafts weekend in 
the Chicago area 
in October and a 
colleague's 
sharing of 
Kathryn Bishop 
Eckert's new ' ? 
book, The Sandstone Architecture of ME On ESO LE EEE 
the Lake Superior Region. During a Inland Architect and News Record, 
conference stop at George Maher's Ocigher 1525. errs (ER OTE 
house (1893) in Kenilworth, a tour WEES ESOL GES NES 
guide pointed to the stone in the front Sten ge ce Wie aaras Lop, 
yard and said it seemed that the rock TIS Pe CanOer 2001. 
was left over from the house's stone 
foundation. The guide said the 
sandstone chunk was (apparently) left 
over after pieces had been cut for the 
house's foundation. For whatever 
reason I hadn't thought of the stone as 
sandstone, most likely originating in 
one of my favorite places to visit, 
Michigan's Upper Peninsula or in 
nearby Wisconsin. I typically travel 


fhe clea ance 


Scales House (1894) in Chicago. Left above, Maher's original drawing for 
the house, Inland Architect, June 1894. Below, as built, Inland Architect, 
Vol. XXVII. Directly above, sandstone on the Scales porch wall, GWMQ. 
The area shown above is circled on the Maher drawing at left. 
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“> Barratt House 
(1896), 
Kenilworth, Ameri- 
can Architect and 
Building News, 
July 6, 1907. Re- 
cent chimney de- 
tail, GWMOQ. 
Circle shows de- 
tail location. 


to the U.P. once or twice each 
summer or early autumn. This year 
Eckert's book drew me to Marquette 
and its richly colored sandstone 
buildings and quarries. 


One of the most extravagant of 
Maher's houses, extravagant in its 
rich ornament, is the John Scales 
House (1894) in the Hutchinson 
Street Historic District in Chicago. 
Though sandstone is very evident, I 
didn't mention the roughcut rock 
facing the porch when I first de- 
scribed the house in 1992. Sandstone 
is prominent, too, on Maher's 1896 
Barratt House. 


Eckert tells the story of the quarries, 
describes the methods of cutting, and 


details some of the buildings made all 
or in part from Lake Superior sand- 
stone in the Midwest and beyond. 
Eckert notes which quarries provided 
stone for particular buildings; for 
example, stone from the Portage 
Entry quarry in Houghton County for 
Morrill Hall, Michigan Agricultural 
College, at East Lansing, Michigan. 
There is no mention of George 
Maher. 


Eckert edited The Buildings of 
Michigan in the national series of 
elaborate state guides from the 
Society of Architectural Historians. 


Book information: 328 pages, hardbound, 
$39.95, Wayne State University Press, Detroit 
ML 2000. 


Architecture 
Mahers'’ last 


The final design from Geo. W. Maher 
& Son was Philip Maher's Gary Heat 
Light & Water Co. warehouse in 
Gary, Indiana. Views are, from top: 
the square motif he used on stair 


railing, which ties the building to the 
exterior windows; front elevation; 
stairs seen from above; recent view. 
The building belongs to the City of 


Gary. 


Sources: Blueprints, April 1926. Thanks to 
Christo- 
pher 
Meyers 
for 
providing 
these. 
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Architecture 
details 


Maher & tapestry 


While stopping on a balmy November 
day at Old Bank Building Antiques 
in Negaunee, Michigan, I came 
across a tapestry similar to the one at 
the top of the stairs in Maher's 
Stewart House (1906). The tapestry 
had the same woved signature: 
"d'apres" 
(French for 
"after," in the 
style of...) 
and then a 
name begin- 
ning with an 
"m" and perhaps "mon..." Like the 
one (shown) in the Stewart House, it 
had a brown velvet-covered frame. 
The Negaunee shop owner told me 
the tapestry, which she hadhungina _ velvet frames is at 


Both above, tapestry 
in Stewart House, 
Wausau. GWMO. 


stairwell, came from a Negaunee the first stair 

house demolished because it was landing, another 

located in "cave-in" area, a part of surrounds a portrait 

Negaunee made dangerous by of Harry Rubens, 

underground iron mining. She said and another is for a 

she'd sell it for $1,000. I didn't buy. painting in the 
dining room. 

Large artworks, often tapestries but 

not exclusively so, with frames What I'm suspecting 

covered in brown velvet appear or is that such pieces 

remain in several Maher-designed were sold by some- 


houses. Besides the Stewart House body in Chicago. 
one, there are some in the Murdock 


House (1906-07) in Sault Ste. Marie, Information: Sherrianne Taggart, Old 
Michigan, which I did not photo- Bank Building Antiques, 331 Iron 
graph, and were some in the Rubens Street, Negaunee MI 49866, 906- 


House (1902, demolished) in 475-4777, tagbank@aol.com 
Glencoe, 


Illinois. 
The 
latter 
show 
here in 
the entry 
hall and 
dining 
room of 
this large 
house. 
One of 
the 


Rubens House. Entry hall at center, 
dining room below, floor plan at left. 
brown- American Architect, July 27, 1907. 
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Places 


In Wausau 
Owner's view 


In an obscure book called Rib 
Mountain Echoes, Volume III (1976), 
we found Helen Hering's article, 
"Landmark House," about the Stewart 
House (1905-06). The book is a 
collection from the Wausau Writers 
Club, of history, reminiscences, 
poetry and so forth. Hering was the 
third owner of the Stewart House, the 
first being Hiram and Irene Stewart, 
then the Desserts, then Hering. 


Here's Hering on the Stewart House 
being listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places: 


"The ominous tread of the demolish- 
ing crew, so familiar from coast to 
coast, should never be heard by the 
Hiram C. Stewart House, 521 Grant 
Street, in Wausau, since it was 
entered on the National Register of 
Historic Places by the Secretary of 
the Interior on August 30, 1974. The 
registration certificate—signed by 
Governor Patrick J. Lucey and State 
Historic Preservation Officer James 
Morton Smith—states further: 'and it 
is therefore accorded the benefits and 
protections of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. This site 
was deemed by the State Historic 
Preservation Review Board, the 
Director of the State Historical 


Society of Wisconsin, who serves as 
the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, and the Keeper of the 
National Register of Historic Places 
to be imbued with historical 
characteristics of such 
significance as to warrant the & 


appreciation and concern of ia 
our state and nation. Ne 
"Louis Marchetti, in his 

History of Marathon County, 


states that on the 22nd of 
July, 1905, the library board 
adopted the plans furnished 
by architect George W. 
Maher of Chicago, notice 
was given to contractors, and the 
contract for the building of the 
Wausau Public Library was let to 
Messrs. Miller & Krause. The new 
library was dedicated April 3, 1907. 


"It appears that when George W. 
Maber came to Wausau to prepare the 
plans for the library, several promi- 
nent Wausau citizens commissioned 
him to draw plans for homes for them, 
also. 


"One of them was an early lumber- 
man, Hiram C. Stewart, for whom he 
drew the plans for this home built in 
1906..." 


Hering, somewhat breathlessly, 
recalls what amounted to the begin- 
ning of historic preservation in 
Wausau. Note the overly fussy and 
cautious people from the Wisconsin 
Historical Society; Jeff Dean has 
since retired. 


"Until 1972 it was not known that 
George W. Maher had designed any 
homes in Wisconsin. When research- 
ing the history of the older homes in 
Wausau for the Wausau Centennial 
Walking Tour of Homes, some of the 
old-timers mentioned in their conver- 
sations that Architect George Maher 
of Chicago designed five homes in 
Wausau, and this information was 
published in the Tour booklets. When 
the State Historical Society head of 
this, they became excited about it, 
and sent a team of workers to Wausau 
to investigate. They found that four 
of the homes had been remodeled to 


Below, photos of Stewart House when 
Hering lived there. From Rib Mountain 
Echoes, 1976. Exterior and a view of 
the living room into the dining room.. 


such an extent that they have lost the 
historical value. (One of these is 


being torn down at this writing, 
March 1976). 


"Finally, Mr. Jeff Dean, Preservation 
Planner of the State Historical 
Society, came to see the homes, and 
to inspect this one remaining home 
that was still in its original state. He 
found it to be the most elaborate and 
the most representative of Maher's 
work, and urged us to try to find some 
proof that Maher did the home. 'If 
you can find some proof that he did 
it, this will be the find of the century!" 
he said excitedly. 


"Not long thereafter, one Sunday 
afternoon in spring we discovered 
water from the melting snow leaking 
down the ceiling of the second floor... 
(not that this hasn't been a common 
occurrence). But this time we 
streaked up to the attic armed with 
flashlights to try to determine where 
the water was coming from. My 
husband manned a big powerful light 
which he aimed all over the attic. We 
never did find the leak...because 
suddenly his beam lit upon what 


Continued on page 16 
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Another look at the Stewart House while empty 


For a long time, the Stewart House (1906) in Wausau, Wisconsin, 
was for sale. We visited while the house was unfurnished and found 
details and pieces we hadn't noticed before. We appreciated the 
way the first floor rooms—teception, living and dining—flow one 
to the next. One is aware at all times here of Maher's insistence on 


motif as unifier. Stewart motifs: segmental arch, the tulip. 


Back entrance. Arch in stucco to frame window. 


Above, from living room to dining room. Below, from dining 
room to living room. Tulip-shaped shades appear on sconces 
and chandelier, arch motif in the dining room fixture below. 


Hiram and Irene (Flater) Stewart commissioned this 
house from Maher. Their money came from lumber. It's 
one of the group done after Maher's visit to the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis in 1904 
and his encounter there with Austrian and German 
residential architecture. In the next few years, he 
produced similarly massed and motived designs for the 
Stewarts and for other houses in Pasadena, California; 
Oak Park, Illinois, and Sault Ste. Marie. Michigan. 


In the basement, a mirror previously unseen by us—originally in music room, first floor. 
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Another look at the Stewart House while empty 
The Stewarts lived here for 
only a few years. In 1913, 
they left Wausau for a 
world tour and then a new 
home in Pasadena, Califor- 
nia. 


Left, living room bookcase, and, above, part of the fireplace man- 
tel next to it. 


Continued from page 

Right, sec- 
appeared to be two ond-floor 
rolls of papers leaning light fixture. 
against one wall of No tulip 
the attic. Closer shades, but 
inspection showed there are 


— them to be...BLUE- 
PRINTS! Bursting 


metal leaves 
attached to 


i i th ture. 
with excitement, he Abie Ge EneLer Oe e fixture 
grabbed one bundle and I the other, 

: Stewart House, with 

and we ran pell-mell downstairs. Cer tonaval of 
Unrolling the dust-covered and ge ae 

original interior material 
much-worn papers revealed about fate enfant an 
twenty sheets of blueprints for the & 

In, 
home, some as long as twelve 
feet...giving minute details for every 
part of the house...and every sheet Below, the sewing area on the third floor. Built-in storage by Maher. A ball- 


signed by George W. Maher, Chicago!" room adjoins. 


Hering concludes that the house needs 
restoration, and that: "Tomorrow is 
another day." 


In 1976, the Winton House (1905-06) 
was being demolished. Since 1976 in 
Wausau, Maher's library (1905-07) has 
been virtually destroyed, the Jones 
House (1904-06) placed in the National 
Register, the Woodson House (1913-14) 
acquired by the Marathon County 
Historical Society. The society also 
owns the Yawkey House (remodeling 

- 1907-08); it will become a house 
museum. The other two houses, Gilbert 
(1894) and Ross (1919-20) are cared for 
by their owners. 
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For sale 


A MAHER MASTERPIECE 
ON LINDEN AVENUE, OAK PARE. 

F Regarded by the arcivitect, Geo. W. 
Malter, ‘ag one of his outstanding 

) achieverents in CALIFORNIAN- 

SPANISH DESIGN. 


G. H. SCHNEIDER & Co. 


+E. % PRRSCOTY, Bat 
HY GAH PABH AYEDHE 
ak Park 4472 Sunita SRF 


Satueday. Jansary 


Maher's Caldwell House of 1909 in Oak Park, Ilinois, was for sale in 1924, as 
shown in this advertisement from the Oak Park Oak Leaves of January 26. The ad, 
located by Pleasant Home Foundation researcher Peg Zak, verifies that Maher de- 
signed the house, which is shown with its original stucco exterior.. Note the head- 
line: "A Maher Masterpiece." His mastery was recognized long ago. 


Offerings then & now 
Sold 


* The Lamborn House (1910), which 
was listed at $749,000, in Highland 
Park, Hlinois, has been sold. Built for 
Dr. William H. Lamborn, the house 
was sensitive to its sloping lot. With 
increasing transparency in dealing 
with mass, George Maher placed a 
porch at one side of the house and 
then a pergola, bringing one first into 
a semi-walled roofed space and then 
into the open within the frame of a 
building. Seeming or actual structural 
beams tie the entrance, the porch and 
pergola together. The Lamborn House 


has poppy motif windows and a 
segmental arch at the entrance. 


A 1908 landscaping plan (shown in 
the sketch) by Jens Jensen shows a 
vegetable garden, a poultry yard, 
berry bushes. Jensen also drew the 
driveway, a walk to Sheridan Road 
and a water basin near the pergola. 


Lamborn House. The Western Architect, 
March 1910. Bottom, same view recently. 


wens WEY * 


Lamborn House landscaping by Jens 
Jensen, After sketch at Art and Archi- 
tecture Library, University of Michi- 
gan, Ann Arbor, by editor. 


by aba ae td 
_ wth el nto UO 2 BO Brae 
mm iho 


#1 Sales Producer 2000 - 5 
Sb Lincode Areoaie, Winswths 4 UTE Hef 5) 


¢ The Manuel and Nellie Hart House 
(c. 1908) in Kenilworth, Illinois, has 
been priced at $1,795,000. A detail 
of the entrance is shown above, as is 
the realtor's ad from Caldwell Banker 
in Winnetka, Illinois. The latter 
mentions George Maher as the 
architect. Characteristic of Maher is 
the segmental arch at the entrance. 
Uncharacteristic is the multisided 
towered space over the entrance— 
apparently the stair landing. An 
"expansive deck" has been added at 
rear. More information: Barbara 
Mawicke, Coldwell Banker, 586 
Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka IL 60093- 
2308, 847-446-4500. 
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Media: WWW sites 


click 20 ant toage te see 3 Heeger pictare 


French dre Fg 
Devo Lam 


a Butch Gouda 


a 
Beags Jot Hoffman 


Winton | sconce: still 
for sale on web... 


from the first Winton House built in Wausau, Wisconsin, in 1905-06 and 
demolished in 1975, is this glass and metal (brass?) sconce. It's offered by 
Stephen Maras Antiques. www.cyspacecity.net/maras 


house for sale 


Windows from Kalamazoo 


Michael FitzSimmons 
Decorative Arts, Chicago, 
has three windows like the 
one (zinc caming, glass 25" 
by 54") at left for $4,500 
each. FitzSimmons de- 
scribes the flower as "a rare 
white bluebell, recently 
introduced in the period 
from Russia." The windows are from the Drs. William 
and Harriette Stone House built in 1909 and attributed 
to Maher; it was demolished in the 1960s. 


FitzSimmons calls the house the Arthur Stone House; 
Arthur Stone was William Stone's brother, but not the builder of this house. 


The photo at right shows the window in place next to young men playing cards 


when the house belonged to a college fraternity. www.fitzdecarts.com 


Clearing the lawn or not? 

We read in Chicago magazine that the current 
owners of the Lake House (1904), on Hutchinson 
Street near Lake Michigan, are thinking about 
reclaiming their original lawn. They've spent 
$1.05 million for the little house (name unknown 
to me, b. 1948) sitting on the east edge of the 
former Lake lawn. Their plan is to demolish it. "It 


would be cool to see all that 
reunited instead of some 
megahouse coming onto the 
street," said the house's 
owner once-removed. 
Photos: 1948 house above, 
part of the Lake House and 
the house on its lawn below. 
chicagomag.com 


Media: newspaper 
In Pittsburgh PA 


Now there's more documentation than 
mine about Pittsburgh's architectural 
exhibitions in the late 1890s and 
after. Albert Tannier's article "First 
architectural exhibitions held in 
Pittsburgh, 1898 and 1900" was in 
that city's Tribune-Review October 
28, 2001. Tannier mentioned George 
Maher as one of contributors to the 
1898 exhibition sponsored by the 
Pittsburgh Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects. 


Calendar 


Exhibitions 


Through January 20, 2002. "Mag- 
nificent, Marvelous Martele: Silver 
from the Collection of Robert and 
Jolie Shelton." Martele, pure silver 
marked 950-1000, was made by 
Gorham of Providence, Rhode Island. 
Maher's silver for the Kings (see 
next) was martele and made by 
Gorham. New Orleans Museum of 
Art. Information, 504-488-263 1. 


Continuing. Coffee and tea silver, 
armchair, urn, all from Maher's house 
for Ernest and Grace (Watkins) King 
called "Rockledge" (1911-13, 
demolished) south of Winona, 
Minnesota. Prairie School gallery, 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly 
Volume 11, Issue 4. Four issues 
annually. 2001 index in 2002. 
Donald M. Aucutt, editor, 413 
Jackson Street, Sauk City, 
Wisconsin 53583. Tel 608-643- 
0113. email 
donjohn@chorus.net. www: http:/ 
/userpages.itis.com/donjohn/ 
maher.html; order form missing. 
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